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A splashing success
Conference tests mobile
day camp model in Edmond

C

BY CHRIS SCHUTZ

hurch camp doesn’t always
mean an overnight, sleepingbag kind of thing.
For five days in mid-July, the grounds
of Edmond-First UMC were filled with
75 splashing, sliding, bouncing, and
giggling kids — immersed in a mobile
day camp model being considered by the
Conference’s Camps ministry.
By Summer 2017, Camps leaders hope
to be fully equipped and staffed to take
this type of camp to local church locations
around the state, instead of the other way
around.
They are looking for eight churches
that will host such a camp next year, said
Ed Parker, Conference Camp and Retreat
Ministries executive director.
The mobile day camps are “designed
to fold into a church’s strategic plan
for reaching new people in their
communities,” Parker said.
Edmond-First welcomed the
opportunity to host the pilot event. Some
clergy from other churches visited during
the week to observe, Parker said.
It was operated by Eagle Lake
Camps of Colorado Springs, Colo. Eagle
Lake is affiliated with the Navigators,

an international, interdenominational
Christian ministry. Teams of trained young
adults conduct day camps in several states
throughout summer. The staff members
stay with host families during their travels.
In Edmond, the Eagle Lake staff set up
a play area outside the church, with a water
slide, slip-and-slide, rock climbing tower,
and trampoline-style device that allowed
kids to bounce and flip while secured with
bungee cords. An octagonal court was set
up for ga-ga ball (a variant of dodge ball),
and equipment was provided for games of
nine-square.
Children were divided into teams that
rotated through several activities, including
outdoor play, archery, Bible study,
worship, and both large- and small-group
activities.
The program ran July 18-22, from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. Some families paid $75 for
their children to attend; others were there
on scholarship, Parker said.
Among the young adults helping
coordinate the activities was Eagle
Lake Program Coach Jordan Weig, 20,
of Montrose, Colo. She has traveled to
several states with Eagle Lake, including
Iowa, Nebraska, Wyoming, and Missouri.
SEE DAY CAMP, PAGE 8
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A day-camper splashes down at Edmond-First in July. Oklahoma’s Camps
ministry plans to expand with mobile day camps.

3 churches embrace innovation with multisite concepts

T

Multisite Forum

BY HOLLY MCCRAY

hree Oklahoma churches
plunged into multisite plans
June 1, with grants from the
New Faith Communities Ministry Team:
Owasso-First, Claremore-First, and
Edmond-Acts 2.
“Each is involved in a multisite
situation, but they’re all a little different,”
said Chris Tiger. He champions all their
efforts as the New Faith Communities
director, which is a new Oklahoma
Conference staff post.
He and the ministry team want other
congregations to consider this option, too.
The multisite approach seems most
successful currently for reaching new
people. Various Christian faith families
already deploy the strategy.
“This seems to be a way that God is
blessing; it’s a movement,” said Rev. Tiger.
“Many people don’t go to church,
and many people don’t know God. Some
people have been hurt by the church,

A free event for all,
laity and clergy

Thursday, Oct. 13
Edmond-St. Luke’s UMC
Speakers: Jim Tomberlin and Greg
Ligon, multisite church strategists

From left: Mark Foster and Andy Nelms, Edmond-Acts 2; Chris Tiger,
Conference director of New Faith Communities; Andy Henson, Owasso/
Catoosa; Jaimie Willis and Ray Crawford, Claremore-First.
and they need to (experience) a different
expression for it. You have to have the
right approach.”
When OKC-St. Luke’s opened another
campus, at Edmond, “that opened the door
for us in Oklahoma Methodism to think we
should be doing something like that.”
A forum on multisite church growth

will be hosted Oct. 13 by St. Luke’s at its
Edmond campus, 900 N. Sooner Rd. The
free event is for all interested persons.
Tiger talked farming. “Before a plant
emerges, there are a lot of things going
on underground. The root system is being
developed to support that … There’s a
SEE MULTISITE, PAGE 7

Topics: Vision casting, merger and
non-merger roles, rural models,
niche models like micro-sites,
and more
Sponsor: New Faith Communities
Ministry Team
Details: 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.,
lunch provided,
900 N. Sooner Rd., Edmond
Deadline: Register by Oct. 3
www.okumc.org/
MultisiteForum2016
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Eboo Patel headlines conference

MORNING MUSIC — Frank
Graham carries on his family’s
tradition of regularly ringing
the bell at Verden UMC. He
lives across the street from
the church. Graham said his
grandmother sounded the call
to Sunday worship for decades.
He rings the bell at 8:30 a.m. in
the town, about 500 population,
halfway between Anadarko and
Chickasha. Usually seven people
worship weekly at Verden UMC,
according to the Oklahoma
Conference Journal. Pastor
David Gardner said, “Big or
small, church is so much more
beyond the walls.” Two members
taught quilting to local children
in the spring. The church also
has provided to children a story
of their town’s history, written by
Rev. Gardner in a style for young
readers. In “This Is My Place,” a
boy bikes through time in Verden
to learn “it’s more about whole
lines of families and how they are
connected … about legacies of
values and love.”

OCU will host national
interfaith meeting

O

klahoma City University is the
site Oct. 17-18 for a free national
conference that will bring together faculty,
staff, administrators, and student leaders
of various faiths from United Methodistaffiliated schools.
Their focus will be on strategies for
interfaith cooperation in those United
Methodist places of higher education. Title
of the event is “Called to Be Neighbors:
A United Methodist Higher Education
Convening on Interfaith Cooperation.”
Among the presenters will be Eboo
Patel, founder of Interfaith Youth Core
on college campuses. He based it on the
idea that religion should be a bridge of
cooperation, not a barrier between people,
according to the IFYC website. He is
author of “Sacred Ground: Pluralism,
Prejudice, and the Promise of America,”
“Acts of Faith: The Story of an American
Muslim, in the Struggle for the Soul of a
Generation,” and “Interfaith Leadership: A
Primer,” published this year.
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Another presenter will be John Wells,
who in July became associate general
secretary of the Division of Higher
Education, part of the denomination’s
General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry (GBHEM). He had been serving
in leadership at Mars Hill University,
North Carolina. Dr. Wells earned his
doctorate in political science from the
University of Tennessee.
Amanda Allen of GBHEM explained,
“Through this convening, we hope to equip
United Methodist-related colleges and
universities to:
• “Provide students with the education
they need to be leaders in a religiously
pluralistic world;
• “Align the identity and mission of
their campus with a vision of interfaith
cooperation; (and)
• “Share strategies for advancing
interfaith cooperation that address diverse
campus contexts.”
The conference is co-sponsored by
GBHEM, Emory & Henry College, and
OCU. It is funded by the Lilly Endowment
and TMF, the Methodist foundation that
serves Texas and New Mexico.

Two named Bishop’s Scholars

E

ach year, Oklahoma City
University presents the
Bishop’s Scholar Award to a
select number of outstanding incoming
freshmen who have expressed a desire
to pursue a calling to United Methodist
ministry through OCU’s Wimberly School
of Religion.
This full-tuition scholarship provides
for both academic study and opportunities
for leadership in chapel worship and
campus ministry.
Two recipients were chosen from this
year’s applicants.

John Vick
After receiving his call to ministry in
the eighth grade, John Vick of Inola has
followed that calling through his teenage
years, taking every opportunity given to
him to preach on Sundays.
By February, John already had 21
sermons under his belt and had been a
semi-finalist in the NextGen Preacher
Search, a nationwide preaching
competition.
Over the last five years, John has
served in youth leadership positions in
his home church, Inola UMC; his district;
and at school through the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes.
Others clearly recognize his gifts and
The Oklahoma United Methodist

1501 N.W. 24th
Oklahoma City, OK 73106

John Vick

Laley Braucher

calling; he has been invited to speak and
pray at community venues. He gave the
opening prayer for the 2015 Inola High
School graduation ceremony, led the
student worship service See You At the
Pole, and was the featured speaker at
the 2016 Baccalaureate Service for his
graduating class.

John is pursuing his calling to pulpit
ministry in The United Methodist Church
as a Religion major.

Moving to a new address?
Call 405-530-2075
or send an email to
communications@okumc.org.

Laley Braucher
Before accepting her call to ministry
last summer, while attending the
Oklahoma Conference’s youth leadership

Sign up for Contact Digest,
a free e-newsletter, at www.okumc.org.
Send news to editor@okumc.org.
Next publication date: September 2, 2016

camp (CYME), Laley Braucher of
Claremore had spent most of her youth in
service to the Lord.
During high school, Laley was
an active leader in her home church,
Claremore-First UMC, and also at the
district and annual conference levels.
She has helped lead music each
Sunday in worship, at CYME, and for the
Laity Session at Annual Conference. She
has served as a statewide youth chaplain,
led local missions, and finished out her
senior year as a youth ministry intern in
her church.
However, she had struggled to
determine God’s direction for her life
and the career she should pursue through
college studies.
Laley said it was in a prayer that God
gave her the answer.
“It was like an epiphany slapped me
across the face. In my prayer journal I
had written: ‘This life isn’t about me, it’s
about you. That’s why it is so hard for
me to pick a career, because I don’t really
want to do anything that leaves you out of
the picture.’”
As she continues the work of
discernment in her calling, Laley said, she
knows God wants her to “care for people,
love people, pray for people, help people,
and use my voice to praise him.”

Director of Communications: Joseph Harris
Editor: Holly McCray | The DVD Library: Chris Schutz
Web Ministry/Graphics Design: Alicia Galyon
Video Production: Nyla Wallin, Andrew Himes
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Strength for the journey: A collection of ideas and thoughts from our bishop

You just never know

“Keep on loving one another as
brothers and sisters. Do not forget to show
hospitality to strangers.”
(Hebrews 13:1-2a, NIV)
BY BISHOP ROBERT E. HAYES JR.

J

ust over a year ago, I joined other
bishops and annual conferences’
leaders from across our jurisdiction at a meeting in
Austin, Texas. We
gathered to learn
more about developing strategies and
implementing goals
to help The United
Methodist Church
reach a younger
and more diverse
population.
Groups we label
Bishop Hayes
as Generation X
(1965-1979), Millennials or Generation Y
(1980-2000), and the New Silent Generation (2001-Present) have a view of religion
totally different than older Americans’.
Like 150 other people at the meeting, I
wanted to learn as much as I could about
how to make disciples for Christ in this
ever-changing landscape of age, culture,
and our need to maintain the holy among
generations that will follow.
Two graduate students from Harvard
were invited as presenters for the two-day

session. They challenged us. They took
away our comfort zones, telling us that
the ever-growing-younger U.S. population is looking for and finding spirituality
in places outside of churches yet in places
that resemble church life in so many ways.
It was truly a fascinating conference.
On the first evening, people from our
eight-state region were brought together
for a get-acquainted dinner. I so clearly remember walking into the banquet hall and
finding the seats already filled around the
tables near the front of the room, so I made
my way to the back of the hall and found a
table where only one person was sitting.
As soon as I sat down, I realized that
I previously had met the man, and he recalled me as well. It didn’t take us long to
retrace our history and renew a friendship.
Conversation naturally turned to the
meeting itself. He clearly was as interested
in the presentations as I was. Even before
others joined us as the table, I observed he
was passionate about winning disciples and
his love for the church was unquestionable.
We exchanged ideas about the challenges we faced in our particular areas of
work, and we shared our optimism about
the future. I was extremely impressed as he
spoke of his desire to develop new plans
and his willingness to try new things.
That brief encounter left me with the
impression that “the stranger but a friend
from the past” was well-suited for his

ministry, and I was inspired by the passion
he showed for God’s calling.
I recently encountered him again.
However, this time our friendship took
on an entirely different meaning. The person
who had sat at the table next to me in Austin
had just been elected as a United Methodist
bishop and was assigned to Oklahoma.
His name is Jimmy Nunn!
Bishop Nunn brings to Oklahoma
unique gifts that will enhance our ministries and take our Conference to the next
level. Based in Lubbock, Texas, he had
been the director of mission and administration for the Northwest Texas Conference
since 2011. He also has been a pastor, a
district superintendent, and leader in connectional ministry who oversaw development of new churches. He is exceptionally
qualified and prepared to lead our Conference forward, and I am extremely delighted he was assigned to the Oklahoma Area.
I want to express my appreciation to
our Jurisdictional Episcopacy Committee
members for their role in helping to get
Bishop Nunn here to Oklahoma.
He and I have shared yet another
remarkable moment; it occurred during
that jurisdictional conference in July. I
was called on to lead prayer on stage for
him right after his election as bishop —

before any of us knew where he would be
assigned.
In the years to come, I believe all Oklahomans will come to appreciate and enjoy
serving with him for Christ.
Who could have known — other than
God — that a simple encounter at a dinner
would lead to a unique bond that he and I
will share for the rest of our lives?
Who could have known the chance
encounter would be renewed in friendship
such as this?
The writer of Hebrews urges us to
“keep on loving one another as sisters and
brothers, never forgetting to show hospitality to strangers.”
There will be two strangers among you
in the days ahead. Their names are Jimmy
and Mary Nunn. I pray that you will show
them the love you have shown Dee and me
these past 12 years and extend to them the
hospitality with which you received us.
May God bless both Bishop Nunn and
Mary as they step into what I feel is the
most loving, hospitable place on earth!
This is my final Contact column during
my ministry here. I bid you farewell knowing God has blessed me beyond measure
by allowing me to serve you as your
bishop. I love you, Oklahoma, and there’s
nothing you can do about it!

Bishop Hayes issues statement
on Western Jurisdiction’s episcopal election

T

o the people of the Oklahoma Conference and the Oklahoma Indian
Missionary Conference:
Last week, United Methodists around
the nation gathered in five jurisdictional
conferences to elect new episcopal leaders.
The Western Jurisdictional Conference on
July 15 elected Rev. Dr. Karen Oliveto, a
married lesbian, to the episcopacy. Oliveto
has been legally married to a woman for
more than two years.
The South Central Jurisdictional
Conference, which includes the Oklahoma
Area, also was in session when the WJC
election occurred. SCJ delegates voted,
109-84, to request a ruling on this election
from the Judicial Council, which is the
denomination’s supreme court.
The action of the Western Jurisdictional
Conference ... breaches the rules and policies in the Book of Discipline that govern
The United Methodist Church. This vote
by the bishops and delegates of that region
tears at the covenant that connects us as
one united church. Paragraphs to note in
the Discipline are 304.3, 2702, and 161F.
We await the Judicial Council’s decision.
Meanwhile I ask every Oklahoma United
Methodist to join me in prayer for all our
bishops, Judicial Council members, and others giving leadership at this critical time. I

encourage you to be leaders in compassionate listening, gentle speech, and prayerful
discernment. Let us continue our work to
engage our communities in life-giving ministries that make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.
I am grateful to all clergy of the Oklahoma Area who have stayed the course
with me, faithfully and compassionately
fulfilling our ministry covenant with God,
the Church, and one another.
The Council of Bishops, as directed by
the 2016 General Conference, is forming a
commission to prepare recommendations
for a way forward on matters of human
sexuality and the Church’s stance. Through
our prayers and actions, we will enable the
commission to do its work. Let us together
continue to uphold the Discipline as our
anchor in dealing with issues that affect
our lives together.
As we minister in this challenging time
to people who are hurting, who are without
hope, who need to be introduced to the
loving Christ, let us remember that God is
with us even in the midst of our deep divisions. God will guide and direct us as we
earnestly seek God’s will for God’s church
going forward.
— Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr.
(July 18, 2016)

www.circleofcare.org

United Methodist
Boys Ranch

Fall Rodeo and
Basket Auction
Saturday, Oct. 22
Noon
97332 Highway 10A, Gore, OK

Please note the
event is on the
4th Saturday
of October,
rather than the
3rd Saturday
as in years past.

918.487.5281
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In the Judy Benson Worship Area,
a path leads to a prayer labyrinth
and pergola on Frederick-First UMC
property.

August 12, 2016

Searching
for resources?
• Jurisdiction videos
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Loyd and Judy Benson stand in the new worship area with their children,
Brent Benson, Dawn Mefford, and Brad Benson.

First UMC builds prayer park
for all people in Frederick

F

social media post signaled the wider interest: “Thank you and your church family
for sharing your prayer garden with the
community!”
Loyd Benson said his wife became
especially active in leadership beyond their
local church about 25 years ago. A plaque
in the park lists three major roles she has
served in the Church since then: president
of the Oklahoma Conference United Methodist Women, Conference lay leader, and
South Central Jurisdiction lay leader.
Representing all lay people, Judy
Benson served alongside Bishop Robert
Hayes Jr. in much of the work. He in turn
welcomed the invitation to lead the dedication of the park on June 26, he said.
Worship that day began inside First
UMC, then moved outdoors to the park.
Rev. Dodson explained, “Worship isn’t just
something you do in the church; we went
out.”
“It’s a worship area for the whole community. Groups can meet there,” said Loyd
Benson. “You don’t have to be Methodist.”
After Bishop Hayes’ message outdoors,
along with music and prayer, the congre-

BY HOLLY MCCRAY

rederick-First UMC wants its
new prayer park to be a place of
peace for all.
The space includes a paving-stone
labyrinth and benches designed to match
others the city has placed around town.
A pergola and a cross stand tall. There’s
inviting green in the landscape.
The park’s beside a children’s play
area, also built by the church. Adults
can rest, reflect — and keep watch while
young ones get out their wiggles.
The Judy Benson Worship Area completes three phases of construction on First
Church’s property. And it honors a church
member well known for her enthusiastic
and extensive involvement in Frederick,
in far southwestern Oklahoma, and at all
levels of The United Methodist Church.
Pastor Chris Dodson described Benson
as “a pretty amazing part of God’s creation.” The prayer park is “a great tribute
to who she is as a Christian and as a Frederick citizen.”
Right after the recent dedication, a

VBS
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gation returned indoors for a fundraising
meal in the Family Life Center that supported a youth mission trip to Shiprock,
N.M.
“It wasn’t just about what we’ve
accomplished. The church always has
something else God calls us to be up to,”
Dodson said.
The construction project began when
the church acquired an adjacent lot with an
old house condemned by the city. A twoyear funding campaign followed. Overall
project cost was about $80,000, Dodson
said.
A garage for the church van and trailer
was built first.
Lots of volunteers labored on the
project’s second goal: the children’s
playground. “Probably 30 people worked
the day it was put together,” said Loyd
Benson.
In the Worship Area, donor names are
stamped in a brick pathway to the labyrinth.
First UMC averages 130 in worship
weekly. Frederick’s population is almost
4,000, according to the 2010 U.S. Census.

During Vacation Bible School at
Norman-St. Stephen’s, three youngsters examine insect specimens,
right, while Zayne Roberson and
his father, Jarried, view an insect in
extreme close-up, using a portable
scanning electron microscope. The
VBS theme was “Created in God’s
Image.” Pastor Jeannie Himes said
the VBS’ science component came
to life thanks to church members
associated with the University of
Oklahoma. OU professors Preston
Larson and Scott Russell helped
teach the classes.

Seven videos uploaded to the YouTube
channel “OkumcCommunications”
show highlights from the South Central
Jurisdictional Conference last month in
Wichita, Kan.
Click the link “OKVideo” at www.
okumc.org to see what’s available for
viewing and download. You also can
access them at www.youtube.com/user/
OkumcCommunications/videos.
They are listed here.
• Jurisdiction Youth Ministry report
• Celebration of 30 years of Disciple
Bible Study
• Lydia Patterson Institute report
• Saint Paul School of Theology report
• Election of Bishop Jimmy Nunn,
who begins his assignment Sept. 1 to
the Oklahoma and Oklahoma Indian
Missionary Conferences
• Service honoring retiring bishops,
including Bishop Robert Hayes Jr.
• Consecration service for new bishops,
from Wichita-First UMC (preaching:
Bishop Hayes)
These videos are provided by the
Great Plains Conference, which hosted the
jurisdictional meeting.

• Cokesbury materials
Three teams are available to help you
with Cokesbury resources.
Two options open at 5 a.m. and operate
until 11 p.m. on weekdays, as well as
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturdays.
Customer care consultants can help
six days a week with product, order,
service, delivery, or account questions. Call
800-672-1789 or email CustomerHelp@
cokesbury.com.
Trained technical support staff can
answer questions six days a week about
online purchases, password questions, and
use of media products. Contact 800-4095346 or cokes_serve@cokesbury.com.
Custom sales consultants can help with
special supplies such as pew cushions,
custom choir robes, church furnishings,
signage, banners. Call 800-237-7511 or
email custsales@cokesbury.com between 8
a.m. and 4:15 p.m. weekdays.
(www.Cokesbury.com)

PHOTOS BY JEANNIE HIMES
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Boys practice
their reading
skills during
OKC-Selecman’s
Summer
Fun Reading
Program. From
left are Brayan
Diaz, Robert
Taylor, Isaac
Chavira, and
Asaiah GivensDay. Below,
youngsters
listen to a story
read aloud by
volunteer Rachel
Hull. From left,
they are Ezekiel
Grant, Estaban
Diaz, and
Shakureyeon
Givens.
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SCJ retreat center in Arkansas
becomes independent nonprofit
BY UNITED METHODIST NEWS SERVICE

A
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Summer reading event
debuts at Selecman UMC
BY CHRIS SCHUTZ

On a summer day at OKC-Selecman,
young children gathered around an adult
volunteer in one room as she read from
a book about the fish that starred in
the animated movie “Finding Nemo.”
Meanwhile in the sanctuary, adolescents
took turns practicing reading aloud in
front of a tutor.
Reading, food, and skits based on the
miracles of Jesus highlighted Selecman
UMC’s inaugural Summer Fun Reading
Program that ran from June 14 to July 7.
The idea for the mission project,
which also involved students from nearby
Roosevelt School, came from on high, said
Ernest Jackson, pastor of the church.
“I talked to the Lord. He wanted us to
have a relationship with the school,” Rev.
Jackson said.
Summer Fun drew 21 children, ages
4-14, from the church, the school, and the
neighborhood. Jackson hopes Summer Fun
will become an annual event at Selecman
UMC. Weekly worship averages 31 people.
Goal of the program was to improve the
children’s reading skills in both English
and Spanish.
A typical day at Summer Fun also
featured arts and crafts and lunch. A table
in the fellowship hall displayed butterfly

and animal figures and necklaces made by
the children.
The children especially enjoyed putting
on a daily skit, Jackson said. He gave them
choices from a list of several miracles by
Jesus.
One day the children decided to perform
a skit on the raising of Jairus’ daughter. That
miracle appears in Mark 5:21-43; Matthew
9:18-26, and Luke 8:40-56.
The story varies between the Gospels.
Jairus had gone to Jesus and asked him to
heal his daughter. Mark and Luke report
the girl was dying; Matthew states she was
dead before Jesus revived her.
In each skit, the children portrayed the
characters involved in the miracle. Both
girls and boys vied to play the part of
Jesus, Jackson said. They had to imagine
what the people in that era looked like, as
no costumes were used.

Employment

Youth Director: Perry-First. Part-time.
Inquire or send resume to Perry First United
Methodist Church, P.O. Box 206, Perry, OK
73077 or perryumc@sbcglobal.net
Youth Ministry Director: GuthrieFirst. Part-time. Send questions or resume to
Robert Rose at pastor@guthriefirstumc.org
Communications Director: OKC-St.

Andrew’s. Part-time. Resume and cover
letter to dabennett@saokc.org
Wedding Coordinator: OKC-Wesley.
Part-time. Email Marla Lobo at marla.lobo@
yahoo.com
Youth Ministry Director: OKCNew Hope. Full-time. Resume to cali@
newhopeokc.org

pportionment support ended July
31 for Mount Sequoyah retreat
center in Fayetteville, Ark., according to
Brian Bakeman, Oklahoma’s treasurer.
Delegates at last month’s South Central Jurisdictional Conference approved
independence for the mountaintop center,
which long has operated as a mission of the
jurisdiction and has been a part of Methodist life for 94 years. Going forward, it will
serve as a non-denominational nonprofit
retreat and conference center.
In Oklahoma’s 2016 budget, the Apportionment total for Mount Sequoyah is
listed as $15,178.
That amount went to zero with the
delegate vote.
Rev. Bakeman explained: The amount
apportioned to each local church for that
budget item now is considered paid in full.
Any Apportionment funds for Mount
Sequoyah already contributed by churches
this year have gone to the center, Bakeman
said. Refunds will not be made. Any future
funds received by the jurisdictional office
for the center will be reallocated to Lydia
Patterson Institute, an SCJ-owned school
in El Paso, Texas.
Bakeman is new executive director for

the SCJ, following the 11-year leadership
of David Severe of Edmond.
The action to let Mount Sequoyah go
was recommended by both the SCJ Mission Council and College of Bishops.
Dewitt Smith, chair of the board that
oversees the center, said, “I don’t anticipate
that we will ever lose our Wesleyan tradition. It’s embedded in the land up there. But
this format and the new independence will
allow us to serve our local community and
other faith groups in a more effective way.”
Mount Sequoyah’s leaders are confident
it can keep going as a retreat center. They
note that it has operated in the black in
recent years.
Retired Bishop John Wesley Hardt, who
has led the Oklahoma Area, said Mount
Sequoyah was envisioned as a west-ofthe-Mississippi River counterpart to Lake
Junaluska, the United Methodist retreat
center in the North Carolina mountains.
Kevin Witt, director of camp/retreat
ministries for the denomination’s Discipleship Ministries, said the number of camp/
retreat centers associated with annual
conferences has dropped from about 235 to
190 over the past 20 years.
(Holly McCray also contributed to this
story.)
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5 over-the-top ideas
for back-to-school
BY JEREMY STEELE
UNITED METHODIST COMMUNICATIONS

F

PHOTO BY BRETT THOMASSON

PRAYERS AND PROMISES — Teens support one another as they kneel before a
cross in worship during Dayspring South, held in July at Cross Point Camp. Dean
for the camp was Kevin Andrews, an associate Wesley Foundation director at the
University of Oklahoma, Norman. Attendance totaled 488 at the two Dayspring
camps this summer. Deans for Dayspring WOW were Matt Morgan from Broken
Arrow-Heritage UMC; Jon Cunningham, OKC-Chapel Hill; Amy Givens, OKC-St.
Luke’s; and Rudy Freese, pastor at Jenks.

SPRING CLEANING — The stainedglass windows at Ringling United
Methodist Church got a facelift
recently, making them much brighter
and more colorful. The windows in
the sanctuary, built in 1961, are handblown Blenko glass from West Virginia.
High on the scaffolding used in the
work, Reed Oliver with Associated
Crafts cuts trim to fit a window after
the glass was taken out for cleaning
and repair at the craft shop. “It takes
experience when handling the glass,”
he said. Protective coating added
by the preservation company to the
windows’ exterior will make them
stronger, he added. John Marks is
pastor at Ringling.

• Derrek Belase, from Prague/Arlington churches to Conference director of
Discipleship, effective Aug. 1.
• Greg Ray, new, to Blanchard, effective Aug. 1.
• Charles Spears, from Wesley Foundation director, University of Tulsa, to retirement,
effective Aug. 1.

Save the dates
to apply for
New People New Places
grants:
Aug. 31
www.okumc.org/NPNP
• Stewardship

Aug. 26

Focus Day:

OKC-Church of the Servant
Featured: J. Clif Christopher,
author of “Not Your Parent’s
Offering Plate.”

1

Mud games
Students and adults alike can have a
ton of fun for the price of a load of dirt and
some cheap goggles. Call a local dirt supplier; make sure they deliver “clean” dirt:
without dangerous debris in it.
Tell students to wear old clothes.
On the day of the event, wet the dirt
pile liberally. Set ground rules about where
muddy participants can and cannot go.
Designate a “safe zone” (for parents and
those who want to take photos rather than
play in the mud).
Pass out the goggles, jump in, and get
dirty.
Your local fire department might
schedule a fire hydrant test and thus help
students clean up after play. Or maybe
the new mud pit could be the start of your
church’s fall community garden.

2

Appointments

• Deadline

or teens, there may be no bigger
seasonal transition than starting
back to school. This is the time for your
church to host a fun outreach event for
them. Students will see firsthand how
church can be a place to connect with
friends.
Encourage your volunteers to introduce
themselves to students. Take a moment to
tell everyone how much Jesus and your
church loves them, and invite them to
return.

• Retired

clergy retreat:
Oct. 10-12

Canyon Camp
Featured: Tex Sample,
Author of 12 books, including “Blue
Collar Ministry,”
and Saint Paul seminary professor for
32 years
• Deadline

to apply for
COSROW Scholarship:
Sept. 1
www.okumc.org/awards

Local-music festival
Most local teen bands struggle to
find places to perform.
Ask your youth group about the popular local bands. Then invite those to play at
a free local-music festival. Since the bands
want people to hear them, they will passionately promote your event!
Advance plans should address two
issues. First, how will you handle the question of music content? The solution may be
as simple as asking bands to be respectful
performing in a church or as complicated

as a list of rules. Second, carefully select
volunteers who are open to different music
styles and the wide range of teens who will
attend.
Water balloon extravaganza
Take advantage of the final moments of summer to have a massive water
balloon day. Start with a water balloon
creation race. Award a prize for the group
that fills the most balloons in 10 minutes.
Offer water-balloon target practice.
Create and attach simple targets to an
exterior wall of the church. Make it more
fun by giving each volunteer a bull’s-eye
to wear or hold as moving targets.
For water-balloon partner relays, form
a couple of teams and have students carry
water balloons across a lawn and back. The
twist: each balloon must be carried by two
students — each with a single hand on the
balloon at all times.

3

4

Legal graffiti party
Cover a big exterior wall on your
church with something paintable. Maybe
a company will donate a used billboard.
Turn the printed side toward the building,
and you have a huge blank canvas. Order a
bunch of foam brushes and invite students
to bring spare paint from their homes.
Be sure to involve local artists to help
you make the event extra-creative.
You can do the same thing with canvas
laid on the ground in the parking lot.

5

Fall fireworks
A fireworks retailer might give you
an off-season discount in autumn! Make
sure you know when the sun is going down
and schedule your show.
Appoint safety-conscious parents to
light the fireworks. Give your fire department a heads up. Be sure to check laws on
such displays; you may need a permit or to
buy special public safety insurance.
Subscribe to the UMCom MyCom tips
free e-newsletter: www.umcom.org/news/
mycom-subscription-form

• Annual

Meeting of
Oklahoma Conference
United Methodist Women:
Sept. 30-Oct. 1

• 5-Day Academy
for Spiritual Formation:
“Rhythm of Life”
Nov. 6-11

OKC-St. Luke’s

Canyon Camp

Keynote: Derrek Belase, new director
of Discipleship for the Oklahoma
Conference
Classes: “Human Trafficking,” led by
EvaMarie Campbell; “Greening Your
Congregation,” led by Mark Davies
Registrar: Coe Ann Patton of Tulsa

Sponsors: The Upper
Room
and the Oklahoma
Conference
www.okumc.org/
SpiritualFormationAcademy
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Multisite
strategies:

High school students train to work
as baristas in the Cornerstone Cafe
at Claremore’s First United Methodist Church. Coffee shop profits
primarily support the church youth
group. Pictured from left are Carter
Gates, Taylor Highfill, Anna Tucker,
and Colin Tucker (not related).
Below, Jennifer Willis pauses
beside the church’s cornerstone,
dated April 26, 1939.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lot of ground work that occurs even in a
multisite plant.”

Owasso expanding to Catoosa
Four Owasso UMC leaders share the
duties of also nurturing Disciple UMC in
Catoosa as this multisite vision advances.
In 2015, worship attendance averaged 435
at Owasso and 44 at Catoosa.
Layman Andy Henson and provisional
elder Sarah Thornhill are the ministry team
on site in Catoosa. Providing oversight
are ordained elders Chuck Horton and Jim
Cinocca, based at Owasso.
Henson has begun preaching regularly
at Catoosa.
Next steps include renovations of the
Disciple UMC facility, built in 2002. It sits
across the street from a high school, and a
daycare center also operates there.
Senior Pastor Horton said Disciple’s
ministry began 133 years ago.

PHOTOS BY HOLLY MCCRAY

Claremore-First brews connections

C

3 campuses in Claremore
First UMC of Claremore is branching
out to reach more people by leasing space
in a shopping center and also starting a
service on Tuesday nights in a diner.
The additional sites will complement
worship services offered at the main
campus in varied formats, which include
the Blue Jeans Service.
Renovations are under way at The
Vessel, the name chosen for the storefront
site, Tiger said.
First Church’s youth director Jaimie
Willis will be that campus minister. Thirty
members from the main church will join
him there. The New Faith Communities
grant is designated for The Vessel.
First UMC is funding the church-in-adiner project separately. Associate Pastor
Stephen Cagle will lead it. One of the
church members owns the Coney Island
restaurant in Claremore, explained Senior
Pastor Ray Crawford. The goal is to start
offering worship there this month.
Claremore’s population is 18,000-plus,
and 87,000 people live in Rogers County.
First Church averaged 857 in worship last
year and reported 44 professions of faith.
“We think of ourselves as a regional
ministry,” said Rev. Dr. Crawford. “All the
county is our parish.”
Tiger said, “Sometimes people don’t
want to come to a (formal) church; that
feels intimidating, for whatever reason, but
they’ll be willing to come to a storefront
church.”

Acts 2 goes to school

Andy Nelms, associate pastor at
Edmond-Acts 2, will lead One Church,
which will meet next door in Frontier
Elementary School. A spring launch is
planned.
Led by Founding Pastor Mark Foster,
Acts 2 already has experience launching

Page 7

new congregations. That church planted
Edmond-Connect UMC, which recently
chartered.
Tiger said, “Acts 2 has grown quite
a bit, again. There’s been research
done about how you keep being a highperforming organization. Act while you
have lots of momentum going. The spinoff
also stimulates your growth.”
Worship averages 574 people at the
church, which also reported 24 professions
of faith last year.
People like to try something new, Tiger
emphasized.
“You might have a strong Sunday
School class, but if you offer a new class
you get more people that will try it, to be
part of something new. It’s the same way
with worship.”

The bigger vision
Each of the three churches newly
engaged in multisite ministry will
receive a total of $372,000, distributed
over 43 months, through the New Faith
Communities grant program, which is
funded through Apportionments.

laremore-First UMC removed inside walls in order
to reach out.
Leaders had identified a “choke
point” for people moving through the
building, said Matthew Tucker. Now
Christian connections brew every day
in a great welcoming space with a
coffee bar.
Adjacent to the sanctuary, the space
previously was a room that housed
the church library, which has been
relocated. Church members Matthew
and Julie Tucker and Chris and Susan
Gates proposed including the coffee
shop.
They all love coffee, and Susan
owned a bistro for a number of years.
“Coffee shops are part of our
culture,” said Matthew. “Could we
use that to reach some folks? Outside
groups that meet here? Are there small
groups that would use it? Would it
extend our fellowship?
“The answer has been yes.”
Donations of many kinds launched

the enterprise in late 2013, after church
committees approved it.
“It didn’t cost the church a dime,”
Matthew said. From labor to cabinetry and
flooring tile, the group achieved “a budgetneutral footprint.” Donors from the wider
community supported the project, too.
The beans come from DoubleShot Coffee Co. in Tulsa.
“We try to have a better-than-average
product. We want them to have a good
experience and think positively about the
facility.”
Beside the church’s 1939 cornerstone,
trained high school baristas serve the
customers. “We want to make sure they are
as passionate about coffee as we are,” said
Matthew.
Groups can contact the church to request baristas and service outside Cornerstone Cafe’s regular hours.
Income covers expenses, including
wages. Ten percent of profit is designated
for First Church’s General Fund, and all
other profit goes to the church youth group.
— Holly McCray

Demographic study is a big part of the
strategic work by Tiger and the New Faith
Communities Ministry Team.
“The more strength and health that a
congregation has, the better off they are to
be able to have a multisite,” Tiger said.
For the New Faith Communities
Ministry Team, Michael Andres spoke
at the 2016 Annual Conference. He is a
member of McFarlin UMC in Norman.
He updated delegates on projects
previously launched.
• Lawton-Community reported 61
percent growth in worship attendance since
the year began.
• In Glenpool, Living Water relocated
from its storefront site to a renovated
church building on 5 acres.
• Summit transitioned from a standalone church plant to a church-within-achurch at OKC-Quail Springs.
• In Edmond, Connect expects to
complete its first building project and move
in by November.
“As our team has observed other annual
conferences, been in conversation with
church-start leaders and experts, we feel

that the time is right for our Conference to
shift its new faith community focus toward
a multisite strategy,” Andres said.
“It is the work done through St. Luke’s
Edmond Campus ministry which helped
model for us what multisite ministry could
look like.”
Also speaking for New Faith
Communities at Annual Conference,
Derrek Belase spotlighted the value of the
United Methodist connectional system.
“Since 1968, our annual conference has
started 26 new or merged congregations,
which are still in ministry today and
are paying Apportionments into our
Conference budget system,” he said. “Only
three have closed.”
The 2016 Conference budget is $14.9
million, apportioned among some 500
churches.
Rev. Belase pointed out those 26
churches are responsible for more than $2
million of that amount.
“It goes without saying that our
missional outreach and witness would
be greatly diminished without these,” he
concluded.
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God’s hands and feet manifested through love
T

he work of a foundation
includes managing financial
assets for churches and ministries
within the conference. Here at
the Oklahoma United Methodist
Foundation, we like to go a step (or
two) beyond that.
MORE THAN MONEY

Our mission is Strengthening
Ministry for the Kingdom of God.
As a staff, we are called to wisely
manage your church and ministry
assets. More than that, we develop

relationships with the pastors and
leaders within our United Methodist
churches in Oklahoma.
Because of the relationships we
develop, we are able to tell these
BETTER STORIES of God’s
hands and feet manifested through
love in this world.
Our goals take us into personal
relationships with pastors through
programs like The Academy of Faith
& Money; with lay leaders through
programs like Arise and Stewardship
Focus Day; and with congregations

through Legacy Planning seminars.
DO YOU WANT TO TELL A
BETTER STORY?

A legacy gift after your lifetime
gives life to a ministry or cause
that you love. When you choose to
benefit new pastors, youth camps,
homeless ministries, or your own
church, you provide the fuel to tell a
story through that ministry of God’s

The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation

4201 N CLASSEN BOULEVARD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73118-2400
WWW.OKUMF.ORG • 800-259-6863

Day camp:

Passages
HERNDON — Rev. Charles M. Herndon, 79, of
Tulsa, died July 20, 2016.
His ministry career began in 1957. He served
Durant-Wesley, Trinity-Muskogee (youth pastor), Gene
Autry Springer, Crescent, Midwest City-Wickline
(associate pastor), Mannford, Hennessey, Collinsville,
Beaver, Tonkawa, Okmulgee-First, OKC-Southern
Hills, Cushing, Vinita, and in retirement as chaplain of
Oklahoma Methodist Manor in Tulsa.
Among survivors are his wife of 57 years, Margie
Herndon, and children Mark Herndon, Alan Herndon,
and EvaMarie Campbell.
Service was Aug. 6 at Tulsa-Boston Avenue United
Methodist Church, where his daughter is an associate
pastor. Memorial gifts to: Boston Avenue UMC or
Oklahoma Methodist Manor.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Weig, a student of clinical and counseling psychology at
Colorado State University, said she loves the opportunity to see
different states and the experience of staying with host families.
For Edmond-First, the goal was to provide “the church
camp experience without having to go to church camp,” said
Megan Borum, First Church’s director of children’s ministries.
“I have found there are so many kids who can’t go (away)
to camp for so many reasons.” Among the children who
attended the Edmond event, “over half of them are not active in
our church,” she said.
The proposed mobile day camps will be “a good way to
connect with your community.”
The Conference’s Camps ministry will be able to set up its
own mobile day camp system, Borum said, based on what she
saw. “I think it’s doable. I really do.”
Neil Tate, who is the Camps’ program director, said the
ministry plans to reach out to children ages 7-12 next June and
July through this type of mobile day camp programming. Youngadult college students with United Methodist affiliations will be
recruited and trained as staff.
Tate can be reached by email to ntate@okumc.org.
Grant funds from the Conference’s New People New Places
program are making it possible to develop this option.
Tate has been monitoring the Eagle Lake system and said
the organization does “a fantastic job.”
Both Conference and Edmond-First leaders agreed quickly
to the model opportunity when they learned in May that an
Eagle Lake crew was available to come to Oklahoma in July,
he said.

love in this world. There are so many
options for the type of gift that suits
your desires and passions. Will you
consider telling a Better Story?
For information on how you can
tell a Better Story through a legacy
gift, contact David Battles at 800259-6863 or dbattles@okumf.org.

VINCENT — Barbara Lynn Vincent, 67, of
Waukomis, died July 10, 2016. She was the widow of
Rev. Garry Russell Vincent, who died in March.
Among survivors are daughter Crystal Lynn Godfrey.
Service was July 14 at Gage UMC.
COMPTON — Doris Aline Compton, 93, of
Oklahoma City, died July 8, 2016. She was the wife of
Rev. Orra Compton, retired.
Service was July 23 at Church of the Open Arms,
Oklahoma City.

PHOTO BY CHRIS SCHUTZ

Kolby Grinsteiner, 8, wearing a helmet and
harness, tries his skills at rock climbing while
counselor Derrick Taylor, left, supervises.

• Marion Janene Whitley, 79, of Oakdale, La., died
July 19. She was the mother of Rev. Mark Whitley,
pastor at Verdigris.
• Monica Louise Stinnett, 74, of Enid, died July 20.
She was the mother of Rev. Chris Stinnett, pastor at
Apache.

