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Get on the
Bus to Tulsa:
Let’s Talk About Race
Join in timely conversation about racism
and justice at this event in Tulsa.
6 p.m. March 24 — 3 p.m. March 26
Featuring:
PHOTOS BY KAYLYN TAYLOR

SCOUTING SALUTE — More than 50 boys, girls, and adult leaders from various scouting
programs helped lead in all the facets of worship Feb. 12 on Scout Sunday at Lawton-First
UMC. The religious award was presented to 27 youths and an adult. Above: Pastor Randy
Scraper baptizes Jayme Chapman. Her family includes James, Emily, Richell, and Symon.
Top left: Dylan Todd prepares for the flag ceremony. Lower left: Edan McLean and Symon
Chapman provide music. Scouts have been active at Lawton-First since 1934. See page 4
for related story and photo.

Apportionments drop $1.6 million

A

BY HOLLY MCCRAY

pportionment

giving fell by
$1.6 million (3.2 percent) in
the Oklahoma Conference in
2016, compared to the previous year.
Churches sent forward $13,292,544
in Apportionment contributions last year,
according to Treasurer Norma Quinn,
for our shared work in the conference,
jurisdiction, and denomination.
That amount fulfilled 89.3 percent of
the overall budget, which was $14,882,701
for those three levels of ministry.
Bishop Jimmy Nunn said, “We thank
you for sending over $13 million to the
Oklahoma Conference. That represents
sacrifice. It’s also an expression of
compassion, and it signifies our hope in
Jesus Christ.
“Every dollar that’s given by any
person is a dollar that we seek to invest
in the Kingdom in order to make a lasting
impact.”
A total of 364 churches paid
100 percent of their Apportionment
assessments.
Rev. Dr. Quinn saw firsthand how
strongly churches “felt that desire to
participate fully in the ministry” of

stewardship. “I literally had churches
calling to see if they could walk their
checks in the last day” in January to
accept funds at Conference headquarters
for the 2016 tally. Several did, and they
were not nearby churches, she said.
Among the eight districts, Green
Country repeated with the highest
percentage of Apportionment giving: 97.5
percent. The Wichitas District increased
its total by 3 percentage points over the
previous year.
However, an overall decline in
contributions continues to be evident.
In 2015, Apportionment giving was
$14,227,210, or 92.5 percent, toward a
budget of $15,374,713, lower than the
previous year.
Annual Conference delegates voted to
lower the budget again in 2016 and 2017.
Find the figures on pages 239-240 of the
2016 Oklahoma Conference Journal.

“The final results for 2016
have presented a picture of
challenging times”
— Norma Quinn

“The final results for 2016 have
presented a picture of challenging
times,” said Quinn. “Thank you to all the
churches that paid 100 percent of their
Apportionments in 2016. Thank you also
to those churches that tried their best to
reach that goal.”
Neither treasurer nor bishop
identified any single reason for the
decline in revenue.
Bishop Nunn described how even the
number of Sundays in a year can affect
giving outcomes. In 2016, there were 52
Sundays; this year will have 53.
Quinn said, “I think it’s episodic, not
symptomatic.”
“It’s so important to tell our story.
You forget the human story is behind the
Apportionments; you just see that figure.
Some Apportionments pay out better
because people can relate to their story.
(But) when you talk about equitable
comp or health benefits and pensions …”
So she gave context for the equitable
compensation fund, which assists
qualifying churches with pastoral
support. “How many people have
accepted Christ because the Conference
SEE APPORTIONMENTS, PAGE 7

•

•
•
•
•

Keynote by Hannibal Johnson,
author of “Black Wall Street — From
Riot to Renaissance in Tulsa’s
Historic Greenwood District”
Workshops at Tulsa-Centenary
United Methodist Church
Tours of Reconciliation Park, which
memorializes the Tulsa Race Riot
Worship in African-American
churches
Housing at Postoak Lodge

Click the link at www.okumc.org to
learn more and sign up.
Sponsors:
Oklahoma Conference’s Commissions
on Religion & Race and Strengthening
the Black Church for the 21st Century
Contacts:
•
•

Valerie Steele, 405-550-4516,
vjonessteele@icloud.com
Shelly Daigle, 918-453-3503,
shellydaigle11@gmail.com

Life in mission
From Bartlesville, Ed Ririe and daughter
Karen Distefano served together on
many United Methodist volunteer
missions. Train enthusiast Ririe also got
to explore on side trips. The daughter
pays tribute to her dad on page 3.
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e had thought it was empty.
He had pointed it downward,
but when he pulled the
trigger, the kick raised the barrel. The
gun fired a bullet.
And his best
friend lay on the
bed bleeding
heavily from a
stomach wound.
He later died on
the operating table.
That was when
my phone rang.
One of the
young men in the
Bishop Nunn
youth group at my
church had shot
his best friend. Heartache, remorse, and
pain poured from the boy and his family.
How would this young man navigate
this tragedy?

Would his life be ruined? Where was
God?
Thanks to the grace of God, the
support of the church and community,
and his personal resiliency, this young
man rebuilt his life out of the ashes of
tragedy.
But I have never approached the
season of Lent in the same way since that
year.
The Christian season of Lent is a time
for prayer, penitence, and reflection. That
event caused me to reflect deeply on the
meaning of the spiritual life.
Two words abridge what I am still
learning.
Both Martha and Mary spoke them
to Jesus after their brother had died: “if
only.”
“If only” — an expression of an
unspoken desire that surfaces in the
middle of heartache and tragedy. Among
other things, these words express a

yearning to undo something.
The longing to undo a tragic mistake
is among the strongest desires I have ever
encountered. The bitterness of remorse,
the fear of alienation, and the resulting
loss combine to weave a depth of sorrow
that is beyond expression.
That depth of sorrow is what Jesus
took to the cross.
His purpose was to transform the
terrible mistakes and sins of humanity.
His death does not undo them; it
transforms them.
The season of Lent is a time to face
the things we desire to undo and to find a
fresh outpouring of the grace of God. It
extends from March 1 through April 14
this year.
As we journey through this season,
let’s strive to become aware of the
contexts in which we may think or speak
the words “if only.”
The goal of this discipline is not to

Public welcome
on March 26

E

ach spring, students
enrolled in OCU’s
World Religion servicelearning classes create and make
presentations on major religions
around the world.
Each student chooses one
religion, then develops a display,
handouts, slide show, and talking
points that are shared with people
as they pass through the annual
World Religion Expo on the
campus in Oklahoma City.
“Youth groups and
Confirmation classes love the
event,” said Dr. Leslie Long,
a faculty member involved in
coordinating the Expo. “We
always hear how great it is to
learn so much in one setting.”
Creativity is rewarded with
extra points, so the Oklahoma
City University students tend to
include flourishes such as music,
art, and dance.
“They are given a very simple
list of the sorts of things that
The Oklahoma United Methodist
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eliminate the words “if only” from our
thoughts and vocabularies. Instead, it is
to help us understand our thoughts and
feelings.
With new awareness, we can move
forward in life.
Moving forward in our spiritual lives
means that we move on from the past.
We are powerless to undo anything that
has already happened. However, we can
release to God those “if only” things that
are obstacles to grace. God’s grace offers
new beginnings.
New beginnings arise from new
questions. A fresh question asks, “What
is now possible because of this?”
The power of that question lifts us
beyond the immediate circumstance. It
opens a door to new possibilities.
It plants seeds of transformation.
If we can experience what we thought
was impossible, it will change our faith,
enrich our lives, and transform the world.

Students take lead in Lenten worship

would be appropriate,
and then they run
with it,” said Dr. John
Starkey, who leads
one of the classes.
In their
preparation, students
visit leaders in the
faith traditions they
chose and enlist them
as sponsors. The
student also attends
Students present on Native American
at least one worship
religious traditions to guests at the
service in order to
annual OCU World Religion Expo.
give a first-hand
perspective. The
then I helped present last year.
research is done over the course of
What I enjoyed most was seeing
two months, then students make
that there were people of diverse
their presentations at the Expo.
faiths in our community. It really
“When participants arrive,
opened my eyes.”
they receive a passport to take
The 2017 World Religion
with them from table to table
Expo is scheduled for Sunday,
to ensure they get to them all,”
March 26, between 2 and 5 p.m.
said Starkey. “Student presenters
on the first floor of the Gold Star
are especially encouraged to
Building at the center of campus.
have activities for younger
The event is free, and no
participants.”
registration is required. Plan at
OCU religion major Melaina
least one hour to explore all the
Riley, a junior, has had experience
displays and talk with the student
on both sides of the tables.
“I came in high school, and
presenters.

O
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The Council Oak District is a
region of strategic importance in
the Oklahoma Conference. For the
past six years, Rev. Dan Peil has
effectively served that district as its
superintendent and looks forward
to a new chapter in his ministry. I
express deep gratitude to Dan for his
leadership and count it a blessing to
have served with him on the Cabinet
in these past months.
It is my pleasure to announce the
appointment of Rev. Cindy Havlik as
the new superintendent serving the
Council Oak District, which is the
Tulsa area, effective in June 2017.
In her service to the local church
and Annual Conference, Cindy has
demonstrated effective strategic
leadership, excellent administrative
skills, and relates to people in a
positive way.
I invite us to celebrate the
ministries and pray for both
the outgoing and incoming
superintendents.
— Bishop Jimmy Nunn

DVD Library

World Religions Expo offers
glimpse into several faith traditions
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Havlik named to lead
Council Oak District

Traveling to the cross
BY BISHOP JIMMY NUNN
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n Thursday
afternoons at 1
o’clock, members of
the campus community gather
in the sanctuary of the Bishop
W. Angie Smith Chapel for
Oklahoma City University’s
weekly chapel worship service.
This is sacred time for the
school, which protects that one
hour of Sabbath each week for
worship and self-care. Under the
direction of Dr. Charles Neff,
dean of the Chapel, speakers
vary and include faculty, pastors,
alumni, and special guests.
But during the Season of Lent,
the Chapel’s oak pulpit is turned
over to the religion majors.
“It is a wonderful tradition at
OCU that, in their last semester,
the senior religion majors have the
opportunity to lead worship and
bring the message,” said Neff.
“This year we are giving the
juniors that opportunity, too.”
The theme for OCU’s
2017 Lenten remembrance is
“Encounters on the Way,” and
the lectionary texts include Jesus’

encounters with Nicodemus,
the woman at the well, the blind
man, and Lazarus.
“The theme is intentionally
broad to allow students to
reflect and preach on the biblical
passage, but also from their own
experiences while pursuing their
calling to ministry,” explained
Neff.
With his help, each student
designs a worship service,
including hymns, liturgy, and
prayers. The 2017 services also
will have the added dimension
of being set in the round, with a
prayer labyrinth outlined on the
Chapel floor.
•
•
•
•

Ben Patterson will preach
March 2,
Melaina Riley on March 9,
Joey Simpson on March
23, and
Morgan Mitchell on
March 30.

Open to the public, each
service begins promptly at 1
p.m. Friends, family, and church
family of the students are
especially encouraged to attend.
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everal DVDs pertinent to
the Lent/Easter seasons are
available for free loan from
the DVD Library at the Oklahoma
Conference ministry center. They are:
• “24 Hours That Changed the
World,” by Adam Hamilton. The study,
based on a book by the same name, offers
a guide through the last day of Jesus’ life.
In the approximately 80-minute DVD, the
author travels to the Holy Land to the sites
where those events took place. Book and
leader guide also available.
• “The Trial of Jesus,” a 50-minute
program by A&E Television Networks.
• “Pontius Pilate Biography,” a
50-minute DVD from A&E Television
Networks.
• “The Passion Narratives,” a threedisc set that is part of the Efird Bible Study
Series. The study led by James “Mickey”
Efird walks participants through each of
the four Gospel accounts of Jesus’ betrayal,
death, and resurrection.
In addition, the library has three copies
of “Covenant,” a Bible study kit from
Abingdon Press that is suitable for any
time of the year. Small groups are guided
through comprehensive, in-depth study
of the whole Bible. The 24 sessions are
subdivided into three 8-session modules.
For information on borrowing items
from the DVD Library, contact Chris
Schutz at 405-530-2075 or cschutz@
okumc.org. Search the complete catalog at
www.okumc.org/dvd_library

From left: sisters Karen Distefano and Katherine Yancey and their dad, Ed Ririe, serve together on a United Methodist volunteer mission team in 2013.

Father’s mission legacy continues

B

BY HOLLY MCCRAY

eginning in 1993, Ed Ririe
of Bartlesville served on 27
United Methodist volunteer
mission teams. He was serving on a team
in southern Oklahoma, helping flood
survivors, when he died suddenly Jan. 24.
He loved helping people as an
expression of his faith, his obituary states
simply. The extent of that emerges in the
rich remembrances of daughter Karen
Distefano, who is Oklahoma Conference’s
secretary of Global Ministries.
Like father, like daughter. Karen
served with her dad on many of those
teams — on that 1993 project in
Guatemala and as recently as last year, in
Albuquerque, New Mexico.
“Let me tell you about him,” she
posted on social media. “My sister,
Katherine, and I learned a lot from him.
We learned compassion for people in
need, regardless of skin color, place
of origin, religion, or race. We were
strengthened in our faith.”

Ririe welcomed refugees
“My dad supported Vietnamese
refugees during that incredible
humanitarian crisis. He worked with
indigenous peoples in Guatemala in the
1990s. He supported missionaries from
China and the Democratic Republic of
Congo. He helped a young Peruvian
woman attend a Methodist seminary in
her country. He worked alongside other
Oklahomans in times of disaster.”

Home base for the family is
Bartlesville, where Ed and Alice Ririe
joined Oak Park UMC in the 1960s.
A craft idea for Oak Park Church’s
holiday bazaar led the couple to open a
candle factory now known internationally
as Keepsake Candles. Ed, who had a long
career as an engineer, created the original
candles. He liked to say the church bazaar
project “got out of hand.”
Working in the family business gives
Karen flexibility for church involvement,
including in Conference leadership.
Gary Holland, Oak Park’s treasurer,
was serving on the volunteer disaster
response team at Maysville when Ed died.
“He was the tile cutter for our pretty
well-known tiling team in the Oklahoma
Conference,” Holland shared online.
“We have tiled churches in Dominican
Republic and Honduras together, worked
flooded homes, worked tornado areas, and
construction in Mexico, Guatemala, and
Chile. He was always willing to go and
help those in need whether it be close by
or even internationally.”
The Maysville mission was the first
time Kevin Walker served alongside Ed,
but he learned a lot about the man. Walker
is on the Oklahoma Conference Disaster
Response Ministry staff.
During a break Jan. 24, they realized
they were sitting in folding chairs that had
belonged to Ed’s parents, and that sparked
conversation.
“It was a nice day,” Walker said.
“He died wearing a VIM denim shirt.”
Jean Abshire, Ed’s sister, was the team

leader. James Bond took her place, and
the group continued its mission. Their
attitude was “Ed would have wanted us to
complete the job,” Walker said.
Born in Tulsa, Ed grew up attending
a United Methodist church at Redondo
Beach, California —and the Smothers
Brothers* were among his peers in the
youth group, Karen said. While a single
20-something serving in the Air Force, he
went to church every Sunday.
Later as a parent in Bartlesville,
“he always made sure us girls were in
church,” Karen said.
She recalled growing up alongside
the children of Vietnamese refugees
whom her parents welcomed in 1975 in
Bartlesville. They still keep in touch.

A daughter’s request
“If even for just one day, look past
walls, barriers, unkind words and actions,
and just see people and places as part
of God’s creation,” Karen has requested
when people have inquired how to help
since her dad’s death.
“Be open to new experiences, open
to helping others, open to hearing and
seeing all people as children of God and
therefore worthy of respect and dignity.
That’s what I’ll remember most about my
dad.”
(* The Smothers Brothers became
famous as a comedy duo in the 1960s.)
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UMW poses questions
for springtime retreat

Church sees growth
in scouting programs

T

he number of youths involved in Scouting
packs, troops, and crews chartered by United
Methodist churches is on the rise, reports the
General Commission on United Methodist Men.
At the end of 2016, the Commission said 327,405
youths were involved in Cub Scout packs, Boy Scout
troops, and Venturing crews. That’s a national increase of
about 2,700 boys and girls.
Sam Welch of Wellston, the Oklahoma Conference’s
Youth-Serving Ministries coordinator, was pleased with
the news of growth.
“Scouting is a great program for churches to sponsor,”
he said. “It’s a great way to grow your church.”
The denomination won praise from Michael Surbaugh,
chief executive of the Boy Scouts of America, during a
January visit to the Commission’s office in Nashville,
Tennessee.
“The Boy Scouts of America congratulates The United
Methodist Church for increasing its service to youth with a
membership gain in 2016,” Surbaugh said.
“This is our first growth in several years,” said
Larry Coppock, director of scouting ministries for the
Commission.
The denomination records 201,505 youths in Cub Scout
packs and 119,592 Boy Scouts in 4,634 troops. There were
6,308 young men and women involved in 689 Venturing
crews. (Venturing is a youth development program of the
Boy Scouts, for boys and girls who have completed eighth
grade and are between ages 13 and 21.)
In related news, the Commission has recruited 14
pastors for service at the Boy Scouts’ National Jamboree,
to be held July 19-28 in West Virginia. Coppock said 12 of
them will serve as chaplains. Additionally, 30 volunteers
will serve as staff at the “Duty to God and Country” UMC
Scouting Ministry exhibit.

SPECIAL SUNDAY — Nicoma Park United Methodist Church celebrated Scout Sunday on Feb. 11 by
honoring Cub Scout Troop 280, which is affiliated
with the church. Cub Master Clint Hammond reported
the troop has grown from 15 boys to 32! They presented the colors and served as ushers in worship.
After the service, breakfast was served to the boys
and their families. Pictured is Troop 280 member
Andrew Urie with Pastor Nancy McCullough.
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While attending these gatherings,
whether they were aware of it or not, the
people of my community have taught me
WASHINGTON, D.C. — There is a
how to live in tension and how to turn
lot of tension right now. When I get tense,
that tension into fuel — fuel that powers
I really enjoy expressing myself through
acts of humility, acts of love, acts of
poetry. So, for this blog post, I decided to
compassion, and acts of hope.
start with a poem.
I also have seen rooms full of people
who are deeply engaged in the realities
Pushed and pulled
of today. People who have chosen
Tension.
to stand up for what they believe
Sometimes tension is healthy.
in. People who want to learn
That healthy tension fights against what I know,
much about much.
It fights with what I believe,
I am inspired by the
It causes me to learn.
people of my community. I
Sometimes tension is unhealthy.
have become more inspired
That unhealthy tension fights against my being.
to engage, to stand up, and to
It causes me to think
learn.
And question
Until I ache with the confusion of the day.
The people in my
community have been a
Sometimes tension is worth it.
sounding board for me, to
That worth-it tension fights against the lies.
talk about how I feel and
The tension heightens and lessens as I stand with
others.
what I want to do during my
I move in the direction of hope.
time here. I have been able
I move in the direction of living in the tension.
to put ideas into practice
and watch as they succeed
Sometimes tension says, “You did it.”
After a long day
or come to realize they need
Filled with emotion,
altering. I have been given
When my back hurts and I cannot wait to sleep,
the ability to try new things,
Tension says, “I am proof that you did what you
which is truly a blessing.
needed to do today.”
As I write this, I
am acutely aware of what a gift this
I have appreciated my placement site a
lot these past months. Since arriving here
experience has been. I look toward the
in August, I have been shown kindness,
future with, albeit, uncertainty, but I look
compassion, understanding, hope, and
also with faith and hope. Faith in God
many more things. I am surrounded by
and hope found in the people with whom
people who want to actively participate in
I have been placed, as we live into the
activities that work with the community
tension together.
and the surrounding areas.
(February 2017, the Book of Fellows,
I have attended meetings, services,
Generation Transformation. Reprinted
and community discussions where people
have made known their desire to do good.
with permission.)
BY STEPHANIE QUAMMEN
GLOBAL MISSION FELLOW,
GENERATION TRANSFORMATION

OKC-Nichols Hills volunteer Paul Lindsey stocks the Neighborhood Market at John Marshall School.

Market helps OKC teen students

A

BY CHRIS SCHUTZ

package

of donated laundry detergent clearly
pleased the high school student — which
 surprised the United Methodist volunteer at the
Neighborhood Market project in John Marshall School,
Oklahoma City.
The volunteer said he’d never had to think about that
when he was growing up.
OKC-Nichols Hills United Methodist Church, the
Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, and the public school
have joined to provide food and basic supplies to John
Marshall students who otherwise might not have enough.
Approximately 84 percent of the seventh- through 12thgraders at John Marshall are assisted by the government’s
free/reduced price lunch program, according to district
statistics from the previous academic year.
The project has “opened a lot of people’s eyes to what’s
going on in our community,” said Stephanie Henry, the
church’s lay leader. Some of the church members are
school alumni.
Nichols Hills Church got involved because the school
needed someone to manage provisions available through
the food bank.
The idea intrigued members of the church, who
agreed to put together what is being called Neighborhood
Market, which began in November. Church volunteers
staff the market at the school on Fridays. Students make
their selections at lunchtime and stash the items in their
lockers until it’s time to go home so that they have food on
weekends.
“It’s really been a movement of the Holy Spirit in our
church,” said Senior Pastor Trevor Smith.
Popularity of the market has grown, thanks to “the
welcoming nature of the adults we have serving there,” he
said. “There seems to be a lot of joy and happiness.”
He estimated as many as 200 students have picked up
food and basic supplies.
Food selections include individual bowls of cereal,
fruit cups, and easy-to-heat soup, chili, and stew, he said.
Before long school breaks, students are encouraged to take
extra food.
In addition to the food bank supplies, church members
have donated Bibles, hygiene items, and clothing.
Laundry detergent has proved a popular non-food item.
Some students who had been quiet and withdrawn have
cheered up now that they’re able to wear clean clothes to

Volunteers from OKC-Nichols Hills set up a
changing room at John Marshall School so
students can try on donated clothes.
school, Henry said. Dress shirts and ties are offered to boys
who need appropriate clothing for special events such as
senior luncheons.
Volunteers also have been building a changing room so
students can try on clothing without having to change in a
restroom.
Church members who volunteer regularly have built
friendly relationships with the students.
Rev. Dr. Smith described the market as a “boomerang
blessing — our lives are changed too.” He’s noticed “a lot
of excitement in our church. The ongoing nature of that
really excites me.”
The church has “some people of means that have big
hearts,” he said.
Henry helps coordinate the volunteers from the church.
She expected their number to grow to 30 by the end of
February.
As volunteers have gotten to know the students, “each
story is more heartbreaking than the next,” she said.
Church members have come to cherish their roles at the
market, she said, telling Henry that more volunteers are
welcome, “but they’re not taking my spot.”
Smith said he sees the potential for other growth, such
as a satellite worship service held at the school, located
at NW 122nd and Portland since 2005. “You never know
what could emerge,” he said.

Quammen serves in U.S. capital

T

hrough Generation
Transformation, Stephanie
Quammen of
Oklahoma is serving
as a Global Mission
Fellow for two years with
Metropolitan Memorial
UMC, Washington, D.C.
She is the daughter of
Pastor Sharon Cochran
at Prairie Chapel UMC,
which is southwest of
Quammen
Ponca City.
Generation Transformation is an
initiative of Global Ministries to increase
opportunities for young adults to engage
in mission throughout the connection.

This includes supporting mission service
within the Church and Global Ministries’
flagship programs for young adults.
The programs include: Global Mission
Fellows (two-year missions, for ages
20-30) and Mission Volunteers (flexible
mission, ages 18 and older).
Quammen’s missionary support code
is 3022240.
As the Oklahoma Conference’s
director of Young Adult Mission &
Service, Sarah Nichols is the affiliate
coordinator of Generation Transformation
for the Conference.
To learn more or apply to be a young
adult missionary, contact her, snichols@
okumc.org, 405-530-2008.

ho are you? What
are you? Where are
you?” Those questions
form the theme of this spring’s United
Methodist Women spiritual growth retreat
at Canyon Camp near Hinton.
The retreat for all women is April 2123, featuring evangelist Jodi Wilson.
Deadline to register is April 10.
Attendees may choose Hardt Lodge
($115, linens furnished), with three
people per room, or Crutchfield Lodge or
other cabins ($105 per person; attendees
must bring their own linens).
Register early for first choice of
lodging. Roommate registrations should
be sent together.

The camp is easily accessed from
Interstate 40 and is about an hour’s drive
west of Oklahoma City. (From I-40 West,
take Exit 104/Methodist Road. Travel it
south and watch for the signs to camp.)
The registration cost covers lodging
for two nights, three meals on Saturday,
and Sunday breakfast. No meals are
provided Friday.
Participants should bring note-taking
supplies, Bibles, rainwear, umbrellas,
flashlights, cameras, and snacks and
drinks to share.
To register, contact Michelle Webster
at webstermj5584@att.net. No refunds
will be made after April 13.

Passages
SMITH — Rita Ruth Smith, age 73,
of Duncan died Feb. 6, 2017. She was the
wife of Rev. Arden J. Smith, retired.
They married on Oct. 25, 1963.
Among other survivors are a brother
and a sister in Arkansas.
Service was Feb. 8 at Duncan-Wesley
UMC, where she was a member. Rev.

Smith pastored there from 1994 until his
retirement in 2002.
Burial was Feb. 9 at Memory Gardens
Cemetery, McAlester.
• Betty Clavier died Feb. 7. She was the
mother of Rev. Caroline Lovett, pastor at
Elmore City.

2017 Banquet

FEATURING:

JACKIE JOYNER-KERSEE
Winner of six Olympic Gold Medals
Named by Sports Illustrated as
the “Greatest Female Athlete of
the 20th Century”
1st woman to win back-to-back
gold medals in the heptathlon
World Record holder in heptathlon
The inaugural recipient of the Humanitarian
Athlete of the Year, Joyner-Kersee is known
worldwide for her interest in aiding others.
She has helped to build the Jackie
Joyner-Kersee Youth Center Foundation
in her hometown of East St. Louis, Ill.
that has raised more than $12 million.

Saturday | April 29, 2017
5 pm - 8 pm

National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum | OKC
Individual Tickets & Group Tables Available
Reserve Online Now at circleofcare.org

Attire is semi-formal
100 YEARS OF HELP, HEALING, & HOPE
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Apportionments:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

was able to help with a pastor’s salary?”
Quinn asked.
By mid-February, about a dozen
churches already had fully paid their
Apportionment assessments, she said.
“God is in all of it, and that’s what I’m
banking on.”

Eufaula UMC

Jean Key, above right, and Jim Key, on bike, annually volunteer for CJAMM’s New Day Camp Too, where they mentor 14-year-olds. They have served at least
10 years in the New Day Camps program for children whose parents are incarcerated.

Stillwater couple gets CJAMM award for service

V

BY HOLLY MCCRAY

olunteer Jim Key made his first trip inside
prison walls in 1994, at McAlester. He took
with him food that Jean Key had helped prepare,
as a United Methodist team introduced a Christian renewal
weekend for men incarcerated at Oklahoma State Penitentiary.
Called Kairos, the program launched at a women’s
prison the next year, at Mabel Bassett Correctional Center.
Jean was on that volunteer team.
On Feb. 11, the couple from Stillwater received
recognition for their continuing generous service with
the Oklahoma Conference’s Criminal Justice and Mercy
Ministries (CJAMM). They were named outstanding
volunteers.
CJAMM leaders keep secret the award recipients until
a luncheon presentation. A surprised Jim accepted for them
both. Jean was visiting at a prison that day!
The Keys are longtime members of Highland Park
UMC in Stillwater.
Among CJAMM’s programs, they’ve volunteered 10
years at New Day Camps, for children whose parents are

incarcerated. And Kairos now operates at six medium- and
maximum-security facilities in the state.
Jean has served on 43 Kairos teams.
“It’s the most transforming ministry I’ve ever been a
part of,” she said.
They explained that Kairos parallels the Walk to
Emmaus ministry, adapted for the prison environment.
The six-month cycle begins with a weekend event and
also includes more frequent meetings. Volunteers must be
present.
Jean quoted Hebrews 10:24. “Do not neglect to meet
together to encourage one another.”
She said the couple had gone on the Walk to Emmaus
and were looking “for a place where we felt we could
make a difference” when Kairos organizers wanted to
expand into Oklahoma prisons.
“We aren’t going there to convert. The participants
are told at the beginning that we are happy they have
chosen to attend. We aren’t going to ask them to make any
changes,” Jean said.
“We believe very strongly if we reflect Christ’s love

and forgiveness that the Holy Spirit will do the changing.”
She talked of God’s timing. Small wooden crosses are
offered at Kairos weekends, but participants don’t have to
accept them. One woman asked for a cross 16 years after
her first Kairos experience.
Some participants come only “for the food, for the
cookies,” Jim said, “but once they’re there, then the Holy
Spirit gets to work on them.”
He spoke about the dramatic change for one man that
first weekend in McAlester. When the man was transferred
to another prison, Jim and other CJAMM leaders
promised to support him there, too. They got approval for
the program at that site, and the turnout was large, Jim
recalled. Most participants said the man who transferred
had recruited them.
The program now operates in 35 states and nine other
nations, according to Jim.
“We hear talks from prisoners who are very vulnerable.
You see them at the closing, hugging and supporting one
another at the mic, telling how Jesus Christ has changed
their heart.”

Employment
Director of Youth Ministries: El
Reno-Wesley. Part-time. Send resume and
cover letter to Taud Boatman, pastor@
wesleyelreno.org or 405-262-3734.

Director of Children and Family
Ministry: OKC-Nichols Hills UMC.
Part-time. 405-842-1486 or revtrevor@
gmail.com

Children’s Ministry Director:
Cushing-First. Part-time. Contact Kathy
Leithner at katleit2@aol.com.

Children’s Day Out Worker: OKCSt. Mark’s, in Bethany. Part-time. Contact
Sharon Hunt at 405-789-9033 or sharon@
stmarksbethany.com

Youth Minister: Duncan-First. Parttime. Send resume to Janice Sharp at
janice.sharp@duncanfumc.org
Church Secretary: OKC-Wesley.
Part-time. Contact Marla Lobo at
marla.lobo@yahoo.com

Youth Minister/Worship Leader:
Lawton-Centenary UMC. Full-time. Send
resume to Robert Gorrell at rgorrell@
lawtoncentenary.org
Director of Student Ministries: AdaFirst. Full-time. Contact Donna Jamar by

April 1 at fumcada@gmail.com
Food Service and Housekeeping
Director (full-time) and Summer Staff
Members (seasonal): Egan Camp &
Retreat Center. Call 918-456-6489 or
email campegan@okumc.org
Children’s Director: Sapulpa-First.
Part-time. Contact Allen Schneider at 918224-3006 or allen@sapulpafumc.org
Youth Director: Altus-First. Fulltime. Contact: David Player, ddpselect@
cableone.net or (580) 482-0795
Youth Director: Sapulpa-First. Parttime, with potential to become full-time.

Contact Allen Schneider at 918-224-3006
or allen@sapulpafumc.org
Director of Youth and College
Ministries: Choctaw-First. Fulltime. Contact Andy James at pastor@
choctawumc.com.
Business Administrator: MooreFirst. Full-time. Contact the church office:
201 W Main, Moore, OK 73160, or send
resume and references to danny.wayman@
moorechurch.com.
Administrative Assistant: NormanGoodrich UMC. Part-time. Contact Jim
Shepherd at pastor@goodrichmemorial.org.

Eufaula United Methodist Church
achieved 100 percent ($28,475) last year
after that long-time practice was disrupted a
few years ago.
“It upset folks that we didn’t get them
all paid,” said Pastor Mike Brannon. “These
aren’t bills. They represent ministry.”
The congregation also is committed
to build a new facility on 10 acres. Such
a project can challenge any church’s
financial planning. A successful capital
campaign was held last year.
Then, “as people began to give for the
building, Jesus multiplied the loaves and
fishes,” said Rev. Brannon. “The offering
also started to get bigger.”
The worship bulletin always includes
a Call to Stewardship, with scripture that
the congregation reads aloud. The verse
changes every month.
The pastor also said he attends every
stewardship training offered by the
Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation.
As contributions “steamrolled,”
Eufaula celebrated.
“I crowed every time I got the chance,
and they responded,” Brannon said. “Once
you taste the victory, you don’t want to go
backward.”

Wewoka-First UMC

When she began her new appointment
in June at Wewoka-First UMC, Pastor
Marie Faubion said, she began proclaiming
“we’re all in ministry beyond just what we
do here at the church.”
She talked about Apportionments a
lot — to committees, to Sunday School

classes, in her sermons — although “not
like I was blowing a trumpet.”
“As the months were rolling by, I kept
praying about it and asking people to pray
about it. I didn’t know anybody was paying
attention to me. I didn’t know if some were
aware that all of the Apportionments hadn’t
been paid (in past years).”
People were listening. A major
contribution late in the year lifted Wewoka
to 100 percent in Apportionment giving
($15,496).
“I guess the Lord just led everybody
that direction,” Rev. Faubion said.
She looked forward to calling the church
to celebrate when a commendation letter
and certificate from the bishop arrives.

Chapel Hill UMC
Southeast of Clinton, rural Chapel Hill
UMC again fully paid Apportionments
($1,744). It’s become their habit recently,
according to Pastor Wendie Jencks-Wilson.
The church’s lay delegate to Annual
Conference has helped make giving
personal for the congregation.
The delegate brought back “passionate
understanding” from those meetings, Rev.
Wilson said, after presentations on Pearl’s
Hope, part of the Circle of Care; the Africa
University Choir; and more.
“The money we give in a bigger
picture can seem kind of small, but
from a small-church perspective, it’s
big. There hadn’t always been a clear
understanding of all of the elements of the
Apportionment and why it was good and
helpful,” Wilson said.
Now people understand “it wasn’t just
an obligation but a gift to be able to help
so many others. We can make a difference
even as small as we are.”

‘Pray over every pew’
BY RICK ROBART, PASTOR
CLINTON-FIRST UMC

H

ere’s how Clinton-First UMC
was able to fully meet our
Conference missional requests
through Apportionments in 2016.
First, believe that God can
miraculously intervene in your situation.
Constantly call on God to intervene for
you. At Clinton FUMC, God raised up
volunteers to serve in four previously paid
positions.
It takes God to help parishioners
understand Apportionments are missional
requests that meet real human needs. God
will use every form of communication
to do this: newsletters, bulletins, public
announcements, videos, etc.
It takes God’s favor in Finance
Committees. Accurate and inspirational
information is needed. Clinton FUMC

used a simple, inexpensive stewardship
program titled “Grow-One Sunday,” by
Herb Miller.
Celebrate every financial victory. Say
thank you as often as possible. If you send
out quarterly giving statements, include a
letter with positive reports on ministries
supported and, again, say thank you.
Follow God’s leading. God may
lead you to pray stewardship scriptures
before the offering. God may lead you
to regularly pray over every pew in your
sanctuary. God may lead you to pray
privately over the offering plates.
Do all you know to do as good
stewards, depend on God and follow
God’s leading, and God will help you
fulfill your missional opportunities.
(The Clinton church gave $63,274 to
fulfill its Apportionment last year, after
missing the goal in 2014 and ’15.)
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Upper Room author
will present in Norman

General agencies
create new resources

Spend an evening March 24 in Norman,
Oklahoma, with Beth A. Richardson, who
is director of creative content for The
Upper Room and author of three books.
She will present at 7 p.m. at NormanSt. Stephen’s United Methodist Church.
She is a native Oklahoman and a
United Methodist deacon.
For the program, she will reflect on
Celtic Christianity and its value today,
drawing from her book of Celtic blessings,
“Christ Beside Me, Christ Within Me.”
To contact the church, call 405-3214988.

• “Roll Down, Justice!” The General
Commission on Religion and Race
(GCORR) created this new Lenten
Bible study, aimed at reminding United
Methodists of their commitment to be more
Christ-like. Learn more at www.gcorr.org
• “A Faithful Witness.” The General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry
(GBHEM) designed this new online
resource to help equip leaders on college
campuses with tools to avoid apathy and
create spaces for open and healthy dialogue
amid the current U.S. social and political
climate. Learn more at www.gbgm.org
• The United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR) has earned a 4-star rating
from Charity Navigator, America’s largest
independent charity evaluator.

OKC-Wickline event
for kids and parents
On March 26, OKC-Wickline will host
“Children’s Night of Praise and Worship,”
designed for children in pre-kindergarten
through fifth grade and their parents or
guardians.
Mark Jones will speak to adults on
“Parenting the Seven Desires of Your
Child’s Heart,” and Christian musician
Jami Smith will teach the children.
The event is 4-7:30 p.m. and includes
a meal at the church in Midwest City.
Contact Carol Bates, Wickline’s director
of children’s ministry, at carolb@wickline.
church or 405-732-0356.

Appointments
• Susan Grove, retired, to Crescent-First
UMC, effective March 1.
• Dylan Ward, from Adair to Adair/
Foyil, effective Feb. 15.
• Marcia Martin, from Vian to Vian/
Gore, effective Feb. 15.
• Bill Buttram, from Gore to retirement,
effective Feb. 15.
• Daniel Hammans, from Canton to
Canton/Seiling, effective March 1.
• Norm Watson, from Seiling to Leave
of Absence, effective March 1.
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be combined with other opportunities to make your support for
Methodist causes go even further:

A Gift in Your Will

• You can make a gift through your
will or trust, which will continue
your annual giving to the church
forever.

Call or email David Battles
at 800-259-6863 or dbattles@
okumf.org to learn how we can
help you combine your giving in a
way that benefits you and supports
the causes you care about.

Charitable Gift Annuity

• In addition to your annual gifts,
you can make a single gift to fund
a charitable gift annuity. You will
receive lifetime fixed payments and
tax savings.

Charitable Life Estate

Make Your Giving Go Further
Technology has made all of
our lives easier. Just by using
a smartphone, you can talk
to people all over the world,
check the weather forecast, or
reserve a seat on a plane. The
true power of the smartphone
is how it combines a myriad of
tools in a single, sleek device.

As you support your church
or favorite ministry, you might be
interested in ways to increase your
impact. By combining giving tools
together, you can multiply the
difference you make.
You may already be making
annual gifts to the Foundation,
your church, or a ministry. Your
support is so appreciated! Here are
some ways your annual gifts may

• Another way to help a ministry or
your church beyond your regular
annual giving is with a charitable
life estate. You can convey your
home to your church or favorite
ministry, remain living there, and
receive tax benefits.
When you think about all of
the tools available to you, you
can do more than you might have
thought possible. By adding an
estate or life income gift to your
annual giving, you can benefit from
lifetime payments and tax savings.
The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation

4201 N CLASSEN BOULEVARD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73118-2400
WWW.OKUMF.ORG • 800-259-6863 • 405-525-6863

5 constitutional amendments head to vote

G

BY HEATHER HAHN
UNITED METHODIST NEWS SERVICE

eneral Conference delegates had their say in
May 2016. Now, it’s up to annual conference
voters to determine whether five amendments
will become part of The United Methodist Church’s
constitution, found in the Book of Discipline.
In the coming months, the voters will consider changes
that address matters of gender equality, inclusiveness in
membership, delegate and bishop elections, as well as
bishop accountability.
Oklahoma churches’ delegates will vote on the items
during the 2017 Annual Conference, set for May 29-June 1
in Oklahoma City.
To be ratified, a constitutional amendment must win at
least a two-thirds majority of the total votes cast at annual
conferences around the world.
The voting started at the Liberia Annual Conference,
which was Feb. 13-19, and likely will continue through early
next year.
Here is an overview.

1 Gender equality

This amendment declares, “Men and women are
of equal value in the eyes of God.” It also asserts that
the Church will “seek to eliminate discrimination
against women and girls, whether in organizations or
in individuals, in every facet of its life and in society at
large.”
The amendment, if ratified, would become the new
Paragraph 6 in the Book of Discipline. General Conference
approved the measure by a vote of 746 to 56.
Carol Napier, a Sunday School teacher for 17 years in
the North Georgia Conference, submitted the amendment.

“I hope that this amendment will help churches
remember that girls and women are of equal worth to boys
and men because everyone is made in the image of God,”
she said. “I believe that when churches remember and live
out of this truth in all of their ministries, then villages,
cities, and even nations will be transformed to reflect Jesus’
perfect love for all of us.”

2 Membership

If adopted, this amendment would add gender, ability,
age, and marital status to the list of characteristics that do
not bar people from membership in the Church. Specifically,
the amended Paragraph 4 would say that no member shall
be “denied access to an equal place in the life, worship, and
governance of the Church because of race, color, gender,
national origin, ability, age, marital status, or economic
condition.”
The vote at General Conference was 509 to 242.
The United Methodist Commission on the Status and
Role of Women submitted the amendment and put together
a website seeking to answer frequently asked questions
about the changes. The amendment also has the support of
United Methodist Women, Discipleship Ministries, and the
DisAbility Ministries Committee.

3 Delegate elections

This amendment to Paragraph 34 specifies that elections
of delegates to General Conference as well as jurisdictional
and central conference meetings will include open
nominations from the floor at annual conference sessions.
The measure also calls for the election of delegates “by a
minimum of a simple majority of the ballots cast.” Central
conferences are church regions in Africa, Asia, and Europe.
General Conference supported it by a vote of 767 to 22.

Paul Clinton Law of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo submitted the amendment.

4 Bishop elections

This amendment to Paragraph 46 states that central
conferences are to elect bishops in a regular, not extra,
session “except where an unexpected vacancy must be
filled.”
General Conference voted for the change by 621 to 15.
Lonnie Brooks of the Alaska Conference said the
amendment aims to treat bishop elections in the central
conferences much the same as in U.S. jurisdictions.
When bishops are elected in a special session, he said,
“some of the delegates who would be present at the regular
session will either not be present at a special session or will
be placed in a hardship condition by the call of a session
for the purpose of electing bishops.”

5 Bishop accountability

Under this amendment to Paragraph 50, General
Conference can adopt provisions for the Council of
Bishops to hold individual bishops accountable.
General Conference approved this by 715 to 79.
The Western Pennsylvania Conference submitted
the proposal. Currently, any complaints against bishops
are handled in the jurisdictions or central conference
processes, not by the Council.
Robert Zilhaver, a church pastor in Pennsylvania, wrote
the legislation. He said the goal is to create a mechanism for
the Council to step in for global accountability if needed.
(To read more denominational news, sign up to receive
the free UMNS Daily Digest by email. Go to www.umc.
org/news-and-media/daily-digest.)

