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Lean on me

Retirees help Youth Force
make it work in Ada

K

Sometimes the devastation overwhelms us. The waters rise. The
ground shakes, or the wind blows
away homes.
In the aftermath of tragedy, we
give witness to the love of God. In
our outpouring of support, we proclaim the value of every human life.
When we help rebuild homes,
we proclaim resurrection. When we
send supplies, we witness to God’s
provision.

BY HOLLY MCCRAY

eith King met the “tech angels” when
Youth Force volunteers tackled a
crumbling home that didn’t even have
window glass.
Sometimes home work exceeds the capacity
of the mighty teen forces for good that make
home repairs in Oklahoma each summer. Expert
help is needed.
In Ada, Youth Force Director King counts on
three men from Duncan-First United Methodist
Church: Earl Weisner, Jim Matthews, and David
Dowell.
Dubbed the tech angels, the retirees supported
the young people as the “God squads” renovated
several homes and a church in June.
“They’re good guys with good hearts and
great carpenter skills,” Rev. King said. Each man
has seven decades of life experience.
“Why sit at the house, right?” Jim asked. “I’m
an engineer, so I can tackle most anything.” (He
prevailed over wasps infesting a building in Ada.)
Jim’s children participated in Youth Force
“many years ago” in Lawton. When he retired,
mission work was high on his to-do list. He’s
reconnected with Youth Force and also leads
Duncan-First Church’s Volunteers in Mission.
During YF-Ada, he guided extensive Kaney
Chapel renovations.
“It was a worthwhile project; we had three
SEE YOUTH FORCE, PAGE 5

— published Aug. 31 (paraphrased)
by InfoServ, a ministry of UMCom

Keep praying
Volunteer your help
Donate funds to relief efforts
through your church or UMCOR
Donate UMCOR kits
www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
Total kits delivered to the United
Methodist Ministry Center in
Oklahoma City, as of Sept. 21 =
395 cleaning buckets,
50 hygiene kits, and 20 school kits

PHOTO BY HANNAH PHILLIPS OF TULSA-FAITH

In Ada, eighth-grader Alex Beck of Jenks-First UMC escorts an elderly
woman into her newly repaired home, a Youth Force project.

www.okumc-dr.org
volunteer@okumc-dr.org
FIND RELATED NEWS ON PAGE 4

2 churches make history
Historic Sites 531, 532
enter record book

T

Left: an archival
photo of OKCFirst Church,
circa 1904.
Right: figures
adorn the base
of the Boston
Avenue church
tower in Tulsa.

BY CHRIS SCHUTZ

ulsa’s Boston Avenue United
Methodist Church, which has
been called “a sermon in stone,”
and OKC-First United Methodist, which
was dedicated before statehood, have
joined four other Oklahoma locations as
official United Methodist Historic Sites.
Bishop Jimmy Nunn was notified
recently that the General Commission on
Archives & History has approved adding
the two churches to the register of Historic
Sites of The United Methodist Church.
OKC-First is No. 531 on the list of
sites, while Boston Avenue is No. 532,
according to the commission. Each will
receive a plaque to be posted at the church.

This outstanding recognition comes
after related resolutions were approved
by 2017 Oklahoma Annual Conference
delegates in late May.
Located downtown, OKC-First truly

was the first church built in Oklahoma
City, said Bill Mullins, the church’s
historian and a member since 1960. It
initially was a wood frame structure built
in 1889. That later was sold to another
congregation and relocated.
Mullins, who submitted First UMC’s
application for the designation, said he is

thrilled the church has been added to the
denomination’s official records. “I worked
quite hard on getting that information out,”
he said.
Lesly Broadbent, the new pastor, said
the congregation is “certainly excited about
that and honored to have that privilege.”
SEE HISTORIC, PAGE 8
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Something’s fishy
from their parents to spend on something. My
wife spent it on something else. And I spent it
t had been a wonderful walk. One
as well.
of the turns took me alongside the
In total, we spent that $100 six times.
neighborhood bank.
Finding that money and sharing
As I passed its drive-through
the
news about it led to undisciplined
service machines, I noticed
spending.
Ultimately it cost us $500.
something in leaves piled at a
Matthew
17 includes a story of
gutter in the road.
when
Jesus
and
the disciples are in
Immediately I recognized
Capernaum.
Someone
asks Peter if Jesus
it: money! And not just any
pays
the
temple
tax.
amount of money.
Of course, Peter says.
There lay a $100 bill.
Later, Jesus asks Peter: Who really
The bank was closed,
pays
taxes to the kings — people who
and no one was in sight, so
are
strangers
or the children? Peter
I quickly bent down and
responds
that
strangers are the ones who
plucked the bill from where it
pay.
Jesus
affirms
that the children are
rested in the leaves.
Bishop Nunn
free.
I stepped up my pace,
Jesus instructs Peter to take a fishing rod, go
celebrating throughout the rest of my walk.
to the lake, and keep the first fish he catches. In
When I got home, I told my wife about the
the mouth of that fish will be a gold coin, Jesus
find. Then I shared the information with my two
explains, enough to pay the taxes for the two of
children. We all looked at the bill and marveled
them.
in my good fortune.
We don’t know the end of this story. The
Then the trouble began.
implication is that Peter did what Jesus said to
Each of us had plans for spending that $100
do. He cast a fishing line, not his usual net, into
bill. The children each wanted an extra hundred

I

BY BISHOP JIMMY NUNN

Employment

the lake. He caught a fish, discovered the coin
in its mouth, and paid the taxes with the newly
found money.
God provided the resources for the needs of
his children.
Today, money seems relatively easy to find.
Contained in plastic cards, it can be accessed
simply by inserting such a card into all kinds of
machines.
It is easier to get money than to use money
wisely.
Perhaps a hidden miracle in the Bible story
is that Peter used his newly discovered gold coin
for the intended purpose.
God still provides for the needs of God’s
children. How are you using the resources that
you have been provided?
If you have not already done so, make a list
of everything you own and everything you owe.
Subtract what you owe from what you own.
Each month, write down what you expect to
receive and what you expect to spend. Subtract
expenses from income.
Create a spending plan that makes sure the
resources you have will be used to honor God,
help others, and meet your basic needs.

 Accounts Payable
Accountant: TulsaFirst. Full-time.
Details at fumctulsa.
org. Resume to Chris
Tabberer, christabberer@
fumctulsa.org
 Director of
Discipleship and
Development: Shawnee-St.
Paul’s. 30 hours per week.
Contact Tiffany Nagel
Monroe, 405-273-0982,
301 N. Beard, Shawnee,
OK 74801, or email info@
shawneestpauls.com
 District
Administrator: Wichitas
District (office in Lawton).
Full-time. Cover letter,
resume, and other inquiries
to Norma Gravley-Quinn at
nquinn@okumc.org
 Director of Children’s
Ministries: Norman-St.
Stephens. Part-time. Email
revjeankc@aol.com or call
405-321-4988

Reconciliation in focus for film series

T

Star treatment
From champion athletic
teams to award-winning
performances, OCU
students excite, inspire,
and entertain all year
long! The university
offers free tickets to
musical, theater, and dance performances and home sporting events to
United Methodist groups throughout the school year. Up to 10 tickets
per event are available to church groups on a first-come basis, with
additional tickets available for purchase. Event schedules can be found
on the school’s website: www.OKCU.edu. To reserve seats for your
group, call Rita Himes in the University-Church Relations office, 405-2085060, or send email to rhimes@okcu.edu.
The Oklahoma United Methodist

1501 N.W. 24th
Oklahoma City, OK 73106

Moving to a new address?
Call 405-530-2075
or send an email to
communications@okumc.org.

he Oklahoma City University
Film Institute opened its 2017-18
season Sept. 24 with Joshua Oppenheimer’s
documentary “The Look of Silence” (2014).
The film,
which follows
the journey of
an Indonesian
genocide
survivor as he attempts to learn the fate of his
brother 50 years later, is the first in this year’s
film series, titled “Picturing Reconciliation.”
Institute director Tracy Floreani said she
and her advisory committee wanted this
year’s film series to take on a positive theme
in light of the many global crises and cultural
divides occurring in recent times.
“All of these films deal with the idea of
reconciliation in some way, whether people
from warring factions trying to understand one
another, or people treading the difficult terrain
of forgiveness or acceptance,” Floreani said.

The series, which is free and open to the
public, runs throughout the academic year,
from September through March.
Other upcoming films include:
 Oct. 8, “In the
Name of the Father”
by Jim Sheridan
(1993, Ireland/UK,
133 min.)
 Oct. 22, “Tanna” by Martin Butler and
Brantley Dean (2015, Vanuatu/Australia, 104
min.)
 Nov. 5, “Ma Vie en Rose” by Alain
Berliner (1997, France, 88 min.)
A discussion session follows each film for
those who wish to stay, and a list of themebased recommended readings and podcasts
will be available at each screening.
For more information go online to
okcufilmlit.org, call 405-208-5707, or email
filmlit@okcu.edu.

Deadline near for Milhouse Award nominations

E

ach year Oklahoma City University
recognizes and honors a United
Methodist lay person or couple with the
Bishop Milhouse Award, for facilitating
outstanding support and communication
between the university and The United
Methodist Church.
Nominations are now being accepted

Sign up for Contact Digest,
a free e-newsletter, at www.okumc.org.
Send news to editor@okumc.org.
Next publication date: October 20, 2017.

through Oct. 20 for this year’s award, with the
recipient announced at the University-Church
Relations Appreciation Dinner in December.
To nominate a deserving lay person,
submit the name, home church, and contact
information to Rita Himes at rhimes@okcu.
edu with a statement describing why you
think he or she should be selected.

Director of Communications: Joseph Harris
Editor: Holly McCray | The DVD Library: Chris Schutz
Multimedia Manager: Nyla Wallin
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Multimedia and Web Ministry: Andrew Himes
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Elaine Boyd joins
Heartland office

E

laine Boyd is the new Heartland
District administrator, assisting
the churches in south central Oklahoma
under the
oversight of
Superintendent
Greg Tener.
Boyd holds a
master’s degree
in strategic
leadership and
bachelor’s in
organizational
management
and ethics, both
from Oklahoma
Boyd
Wesleyan
University.
Previously she worked for KI BOIS
Community Action Head Start at Stigler.
Originally from Scotland, Boyd
has lived in Idaho, Iowa, Florida, and
Tennessee. She came to Oklahoma when
she moved to her grandparents’ farm.
She’s “excited that God has expanded
my territory once again.”
She has five children and seven
grandchildren.
The Heartland District office is
in Moore at 631 N. Broadway. To
contact the office: 405-237-3880 or
HeartlandDistrict@okumc.org.

OIMC offering
immersion event

S

ign up for an immersion
experience Oct. 22-26 to learn
about Native Americans and Methodism
in Oklahoma.
The Oklahoma Indian Missionary
Conference will host the event, which
was developed after positive feedback
for the new Mission U geographic study
about the denomination’s missionary
conferences in the United States.
The event begins and concludes
in Oklahoma City. Also scheduled
are visits to some OIMC churches, to
Standing Rock Park in Ponca City, and
to the Oklahoma Indian Hall of Fame
in Anadarko. Some Native meals are
planned.
David Wilson and Josephine Deere
are the OIMC hosts.
The two-year study of the missionary
conferences is produced through the
National Office of United Methodist
Women. Materials for all groups and all
ages are available.
Deadline to sign up for the OIMC
immersion event is Oct. 13. Cost for the
full program is $160. Email jdeere@
oimc.org or call the OIMC office, 405632-2006.
Event hotel is Best Western
Saddleback Inn, Oklahoma City.
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Prepare for culture shock
R
Uncommon crowd

esponding to a crisis call, the
police officer saw little to eat
yet a massive TV and hundreds
of videotapes inside the flimsy home.
He wondered why entertainment seemed
valued over food in that family.
Now a clergyman, Derrek Belase
learned why at a Ruby Payne training
seminar about poverty. It was an “aha”
moment that continues to inform his
Christian journey.
On Oct. 24, he prays that an Oklahoma
Conference workshop titled “What
Every Church Member Should Know
About Poverty” will elicit similar “aha”
responses from all who attend and will
educate them to engage better with the
poorest Oklahomans.
Hosted at OKC-First United Methodist
Church, the event is offered through
Aha! Process, a Ruby Payne company.
Sponsors are the Oklahoma Conference’s
Discipleship and Mission & Service
Ministry Teams and the Oklahoma United
Methodist Foundation.
“I think what people will have
uncovered for them is almost a new
language,” said Rev. Belase, director of
Discipleship.
“People in poverty — that’s another
culture. You have to understand the things
that are important to them. It doesn’t
mean they’re bad people. I want you to
take home the ability to relate” to them.
He said congregations must
#SeeAllThePeople to impact the
world. Statistics prove “there are zero
communities in our state that don’t have
people living in poverty,” he said.
 Perhaps your church serves a free
weekly meal in your community. Do you
also sit with diners who are strangers? Do
you ask if they have prayer requests?
 Maybe your church operates a

Three times a month, Friday Night
Alive draws an uncommon crowd to
worship at OKC-First United Methodist.
Pastor Lesly Broadbent said 75 to 100
people, most of whom are chronically
homeless, attend the service that has
continued more than six years. “It’s a
different group.”
Church member Mary Walbert
spearheads the ministry, which also fills
emergency clothing needs and includes
a meal.
“I have been amazed at this church,
at their heart for the poor,” said the
pastor. “I see long-time Methodists
hugging those who do not look like
them. We recognize as a church that we
can’t do everything and be everything
but, as a church, one of our primary
purposes is to take care of people’s
spiritual needs. Sometimes that’s an
aspect of the needs of homeless people
that is not taken care of.”

children’s program. Some families move
often, and a kid’s craft for the refrigerator
door may not go with them. Kids do enjoy
hands-on activities, so perhaps putting
together kits for others makes a bigger
impact in the moment.
 Rethink the timing of your church’s
garage sales. First Saturdays are of greater
benefit for people who get paid monthly
and are frugal shoppers.
 Some poor families may place more
importance on keeping family members

entertained than dining and sharing
together around a table. An outdoor movie
night could be a first step to draw new
people to your church.
Sign up online to attend the Oct. 24
workshop at First Church, across from the
Oklahoma City National Memorial. Go to
bit.ly/2unzU2b. Registration is $25. Each
person will receive a book co-authored
by presenter Bill Ehlig. Lunch will not be
provided, but the schedule includes time
for eating off-site.

Young adult US-2 joins Restore Hope staff
In her new role, Cecelia is responsible
for organizing daily chapel services, said
23-year-old woman with
Restore Hope Director Jeff Jaynes. She
interests in missionary work
arranges for a speaker or
and global health
gives the message herself. She
has joined Restore Hope
helps coordinate the prayer
Ministries in Tulsa as a
volunteers who come to serve
Global Mission Fellow.
at the center each day. They
Cecilia Hayes, the
also offer Bibles to families.
daughter of a pastor in Texas,
“I love it. I love my
has taken on chaplain duties
clients,”
Cecilia said. Restore
at Restore Hope, which seeks
Hope gives families “light in
to restore families in financial
their dark situations.”
crisis to economic and
The assignment also
spiritual vitality.
provides Cecilia opportunity
She will work for
to fulfill her desire to help
two years at the United
Hayes
families in need, Rev. Jaynes
Methodist-related agency in
said. The experience will give her a chance
Tulsa. She learned about the opportunity to
to “explore what she wants to do later in
serve as a Global Mission Fellow from her
life,” he said.
father, Terrence Hayes, pastor of Windcrest
Cecelia is staying in a house on
UMC in San Antonio.

A

BY CHRIS SCHUTZ

Oklahoma Methodist Manor property in
Tulsa.
She takes online nursing classes from
San Antonio’s Wayland Baptist University
and is interested in going to medical school
to become a trauma surgeon. She also
wants to work with people who suffer from
malaria, diarrhea, and HIV/AIDS in Africa.
“I have always wanted to travel and do
missionary work,” she said.
Two tracks of service are available for
young adults as Global Mission Fellows:
US-2 and international service, according
to the General Board of Global Ministries.
To find out more, contact:
 Sarah Nichols of Oklahoma City,
director of Young Adult Mission and
Service for the Oklahoma Conference,
405-530-2008 or snichols@okumc.org, or
 Go online to www.umcmission.org/GetInvolved/Generation-Transformation/GMF
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Disaster Response Ministry

Houston churches
rushing to help all

Conference policy
works to protect
mission teams

BY SAM HODGES
UNITED METHODIST NEWS SERVICE

T

hese days, as Kirbyjon Caldwell
drives the streets of his native
Houston, he sees mounds of
flooded debris outside homes in lowincome, middle-class, and wealthy
neighborhoods.
“I’m here to tell you, all three trash
loads look just the same,” said Rev.
Caldwell, pastor of Houston’s Windsor
Village UMC. “Harvey has been an equalopportunity destroyer.”
More than two weeks after the record
rains that accompanied Hurricane Harvey,
United Methodists in Houston remained
busy with basic relief work, including
handing out cleaning supplies, mucking out
houses, and providing day care for children
whose schools weren’t yet reopened.
Texas Conference Bishop Scott Jones
did a live Facebook video on Sept. 12,
saying how proud he was of the United
Methodist response. He also encouraged
relief workers to pace themselves.
“Find time for emotional support,” he
said. “Find time for Sabbath. Find time to
connect with family and friends. This is not
going to be something that goes quickly.”
But there’s an urgency felt by the
teams. Houston-Chapelwood UMC
volunteers are wearing masks and want to
pull out wet Sheetrock and other materials
before flooded homes get even more toxic.

Y

PHOTO BY TABITHA BECKMAN

OKLAHOMANS HELPING — On Sept. 12 Pastor Dylan Ward, center, brought
18 UMCOR cleaning kits from Adair UMC to the United Methodist Ministry
Center in Oklahoma City. He said he’d soon bring some from Foyil, where he
also pastors. Rev. Ward said the congregations are giving kits and money
donations to UMCOR because Oklahomans are so familiar with natural
disasters and recovery needs. Helping unload are Office of Mission Director
Jeremy Basset, left, and Coordinator Kristin Terrell-Wilkes.
Dennis Crowe led a Chapelwood crew
working at the home of Dorothy Baker,
92. The teams go where needed, but she’s
a fellow church member who had to be
evacuated by boat from the house where
she’s lived for more than four decades.
“We’re packing people’s things, their
keepsakes,” said Robbie Lowrey. “And
you know every single thing has a story. …
It’s very emotional.”
Frank Richey said he felt obliged to
be there, given that his house escaped

damage. But he also noted that he’d heard
a strong sermon at Chapelwood on Sunday,
Sept. 10, on the necessity for Christians to
respond to the Harvey crisis.
“Sort of gave me a kick in the tail,” he
said.
Team leader Crowe said offering
emotional support is as important as
pulling out Sheetrock. That includes
praying with affected families.
“Prayer is all over this,” said Rita
Stuckey, a Chapelwood member.

Cookson Hills ‘family’ responds to request for specific supplies

O

n Aug. 31, five Oklahomans
drove from Cookson to Dallas
with a trailer full of specific
supplies requested to aid Hurricane Harvey
victims in south Texas. The storm still spun
over the coastline.
Director Debbie Humphrey at Cookson
Hills Center had received an early call for
help from one of the United Methodist
mission’s nonprofit partners.
Quick to respond generously were
people who themselves receive help from
the mission in northeastern Oklahoma as
well as the staff — the term for all is “our
family,” said the director.
“We want to help,” they told the director.
The nonprofit partner had asked
expressly for “anything for babies,” from
diapers and daycare mats to summer
clothing, and for outsized adult summer
clothing and water.
The timely request came as Cookson
Hills’ thrift store was transitioning to winter
clothing. Additionally, older adults who
take part in the senior programs brought
handmade baby quilts and booties.
The requested items were carefully
separated and clearly labeled before the
trailer was loaded.

At a drop-off site in Dallas, the Cookson Hills Center vehicle waits its turn.
“We didn’t just go and throw clothes at
them,” said Rev. Humphrey, a deacon in the
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference.
She remembers well jumbled towers
of unsolicited clothing that filled Cookson
Hills’ gym in the wake of Hurricane Katrina
in 2005.
UMCOR, the United Methodist
Committee on Relief, discourages such
donations, which overwhelm workers and
victims facing already chaotic conditions.
Making the delivery run to Dallas
were three people from the Cookson Hills
mission, the Cookson UMC pastor, and a

church member.
They joined a long line of vehicles
waiting to unload. The nonprofit partner
delivered the items to south Texas.
“It was real quiet” inside the vehicle as
the Oklahomans pulled away, Humphrey
said. They were “teary-eyed, seeing it all.”
The Cookson Hills mission is supported
by Apportionment contributions; by secondmile giving through the United Methodist
Advance (project number 582161); and by
other financial gifts.
— Holly McCray

our church mission team is
returning home after serving
internationally, but the plane flight is
cancelled due to mechanical issues. How
do you get home without additional
expense?
A team member suffers a heart attack
in a remote village. How do you get that
person medical attention as quickly as
possible? Will the hospital or medical
clinic accept your insurance?
One of your team members is in a car
wreck on the way to the airport to depart
for a mission trip. Is that person insured?
These crises actually occurred,
although these stories were not collected
from Oklahoma United Methodist
mission reports.
It’s good to know that the Oklahoma
Conference Volunteers in Mission
(OKVIM) travel insurance and liability
policy will ensure that such situations are
properly handled.
The Conference is committed to best
practices in mission in two major ways:
 Preparing and certifying VIM team
leaders to effectively direct volunteers on
short-term mission teams.
 Providing suitable and adequate
insurance coverage.
The Annual Conference in 2011
approved a policy requiring all churches
engaged in short-term missions to
comply with a specific set of best
practices, regardless of where the
volunteers are serving, and regardless of
whether the projects are UMC-related.
Recent natural disasters surely are
prompting numerous Oklahoma United
Methodists to volunteer for teams, to
generously respond with hands-on help.
It’s a prime moment to remind all
churches of the need for training and
compliance with the Conference policy.
As our members prepare and deploy
to serve people suffering in states
along the Gulf Coast, in Mexico, and
in the Caribbean, be sure you are
fully equipping them for that service.
Avoid any potential liability risks for
your volunteers, churches, and the
Conference.
For details on the OKVIM National
and International Insurance Coverage,
contact Kristin Terrell-Wilkes in the
Office of Mission at 405-530-2029 or
kterrell-wilkes@okumc.org.
Address further questions to Jeremy
Basset, director of the Office of Mission,
at jbasset@okumc.org or 405-530-2028.
———
To view the Conference Policy on
Short-Term Missions online: www.
okumcministries.org/vim/vim_files/
OKVIMPolicy_ShortTerm_Missions.pdf
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‘God moments’ spur
pastor’s relief work
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Youth Force 2017:
 5 locations — Ada, Guymon, Grove, Holdenville, Oklahoma City
 420 total participants

BY MAGGIE HILLERY
UNITED METHODIST NEWS SERVICE

T

he desire to make sure Hurricane
Harvey relief teams had enough
water provided timely help for
the thirsty town of Beaumont, Texas, when
floodwaters shut down the water system.
What happened goes past coincidence
into “Oh. This is one of those God
moments,” said Scott Moore, director
of missional excellence for the Texas
Conference.
A phone call from a friend in West
Texas began what would be three days of
watching obstacle after obstacle overcome
to enable pallets of water in Conroe, Texas,
to be delivered to Beaumont by Army
Reserve Blackhawk helicopters.
 Moore’s friend E.C. Ice is a local
pastor who has roots in Conroe. But Ice
was more than 400 miles northwest of
Moore’s location at the Mission Center, a
new depot in the UMCOR relief network.
“He (Ice) originally said he wanted to
load a 16-foot trailer with water and bring
it to me,” Moore wrote in a Facebook post
that was shared by Houston Area Bishop
Scott Jones on his own Facebook page.
“He called me Wednesday (Aug. 30)
and said that his water drive had gotten out
of hand, and he now needed an 18-wheeler.
Thursday afternoon he brought in a truck
with 20 pallets of water.” That’s roughly
700 cases, or 50,000 pounds.
 “That same afternoon, an entire troop
of Boy Scouts showed up at the Mission
Center to volunteer. Never ones to turn
away good help, we put them to work.
“I fretted all Thursday night, wondering
what I would do with 20 pallets of water.”
On Sept. 1, Moore learned 115,000
people were without drinking water in
Beaumont, about 120 miles away.
He knew getting from Conroe to
Beaumont would be tough because major
highways were closed. He attempted
several trucking options, without success.
Then he learned Beaumont had
cancelled a water distribution plan because
FEMA could not figure a way into that city.
Moore said he decided the only way to
deliver that water was by helicopter.
 “But, where am I, a lowly Methodist
pastor, going to get a helicopter?” he
asked. “As I reached the end of my
waterborne sanity, who should walk into
the Mission Center but the Boy Scout
leader from Thursday.”
The Scout leader explained the boys
were working with a Roman Catholic
church that had been asked to find water to
put on helicopters to fly into Beaumont.
“’You think they could have some of
yours?’” the Scout leader asked.
Thirty minutes later, a flatbed
18-wheeler arrived at the UMCOR
Mission Center. Fourteen pallets of water
were trucked to North Houston Regional
Airport in Conroe, then transferred to the
Blackhawk helicopters. (UMNS, Sept. 7)

Left: Jim Matthews and Earl Weisner team up on a project in
Duncan in early September. Top: Matthews and David Dowell
work atop a roof. The Duncan men volunteer for Youth Force.

Youth Force-Ada:
Midweek, he gets nervous seeing unfinished projects at
multiple
homes. “I’m saying, ‘Kids, you’ve got a lot of work to
teams there.” Youth Force registration fees help pay for
do
yet.’
needed materials, “so it didn’t cost anything for our service.”
“It’s always surprising how the houses end up getting done.
Kaney Chapel is an Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference
God’s
back there, making all the right moves.”
congregation.
The
three tech angels also have embraced First Church’s
Earl retired 11 years ago as an office manager.
moniker
for them: “the geezers.”
“God has led me in a direction about 180 degrees from what
“We’re on speed-dial for
I did. Now I lay hands
the
most part,” David said
on stuff, build and repair,
about smaller repair and
things like Youth Force. It’s
building tasks they do for
just wonderful,” he said.
the Duncan church.
But he’s also been
farming since boyhood —
“I consider that a term
“anything we ever did, we
of endearment now,” said
had to do ourselves.”
Earl.
Several years ago, he
Senior Pastor Janice
said yes when asked to
Sharp said the geezers have
assist in YF-Duncan.
“true servant hearts” as
“I watched the kids
well as incredible patience
grow during that week and
and great skills they’re
learn some skills. It just
willing to share. “I know
made my heart soar, and I
I’m better because I know
was hooked after that.”
these three guys.”
Earl said he always
In Ada, Youth Director
PHOTO BY HANNAH PHILLIPS
gains more than he gives
Tara Cook of Duncan-First
to Youth Force. “When we
Bishop Nunn serves Communion at Youth Force-Ada.
saw the mutual admiration
finish, most of the time the
and respect between the
homeowner weeps with
young people and the men far senior to them. That “brought tears
us. That’s one of the things I mean. The homeowners are not
to my eyes.” YF-Ada was her first experience with the program;
financially or physically able. The kids are awesome. There’s
participant total was 127.
day-and-night difference, and that’s how it should be.”
Jim, Earl, and David never claimed “look what I did,” said
Besides daddy, he especially treasures being called a tech
Cook.
Rather, “look what the kids did.”
angel.
Without
the adults Youth Force could not spread out across
David described his Youth Force roles as facilitating and
communities,
King affirmed. The work is not easy or comfortable
quality control. He said he gets materials for the God squads and
for
the
volunteers,
whatever their ages.
then gets out of their way.
He knows. King was an eighth-grader at Lawton-First UMC
“Some kids you think would never step forward become the
when he first participated. Now he’s an associate pastor at OKCleaders,” he said. “Nobody knows each other, really, the first
St. Luke’s. And alongside Lori Foster in the Conference’s Office
day. It’s interesting to watch them develop into real teams and
of Mission, he directs Youth Force Oklahoma.
working units.”
“I don’t know of a better program for youth, a significant
As for quality control, “it just takes somebody to say, ‘Oh, we
program, that combines the great elements of a mission trip and
are not quite right yet’; to show them how, get out of the way,
and let them do it and fix it,” David said.
youth camp,” he said.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Church’s booth outlasts
those state fair food fads

Briefly
Faith’s families
double the gifts
for foster kids

BY AMY BICKEL
THE HUTCHINSON NEWS

I

A

project by Tulsa-Faith
UMC to assist the
Oklahoma Circle of Care will
help twice as many foster children
as expected, according to Tasha
Atcity, the COC church relations
coordinator.
During July and August,
Faith UMC chose Circle of Care
as beneficiary of its Mission
Wednesday activities. The
church’s goal was to create 50
“welcome baskets” to be given to
children when they are placed in
foster care.
“Faith went above and beyond
their goal and collected enough
supplies to put together 100
welcome baskets,” Atcity said.
The baskets contained hygiene
products, toys, blankets, books,
games, gift cards, and more. They
were geared for boys and girls
ages 2 to 4 and for youths 12-14.
“The welcome basket is
important because it comforts the
child or youth in care. The basket
can help eliminate some of the
anxiety the child may be facing,”
she said.

Daughters help their dad pack a gift box at Tulsa-Faith UMC.

Northern Prairie
students rally

Y

ouths are the “present”
of the Church, not only
future leaders, Bishop Jimmy
Nunn told students at the Northern
Prairie District “Back to School
Bash” Aug. 20 at Enid-First.
The church desperately needs
young people’s faithfulness and
gifts for the transformation of the
Church and the world, he said.
The rally included a
community art project and games,
with worship led by Valerie
Steele, Stillwater-Highland Park
UMC; Ross Crawford, student
ministries director at Enid-First;
and April Coates, Ponca CityAlbright/Asbury.

Northern Prairie young people create group art at Enid-First.

t’s safe to say that South
Hutchinson (Kansas)
United Methodist Church
was built on pies and chicken
and noodles.
When their little white
church was destroyed in a storm,
the congregation needed a way
to raise half the funds to build a
new one.
That was 70 years ago.
Parishioners still attend
church in the structure built in
1951. And they still serve up
homemade chicken and noodles
and fresh pies at the Kansas
State Fair.
They paid off the $85,000
they needed for the new church
and just kept going.
“Chicken noodles and
homemade pies have been on
the menu for 70 years,” said
Tami Cook, who was filling pie
crusts with lemon filling in early
September at the fair.
A lot has changed since
1948, when the fair concessions
were housed in a little building
on Grandstand Avenue. Yet
every year, while the fair bustles
with activity and the customers
traipse into the church’s
Cottonwood Court concessions,
there is a group of dedicated
members behind the scenes
making it happen.
They gather every morning
— some arriving as early as 5:30
— to make sure fairgoers have
the opportunity to purchase a
fresh slice of pie.
“It’s kind of a fellowship in
a way,” said Gail Dennis, one
of the early risers. “You share,
you laugh as you’re working.
It’s a good ministry that happens
between our members.”

A tasty tradition

Pumpkin patch
In Stillwater, the second
Pumpkin Jubilee — a joint
effort by Highland Park UMC
and the Noon Lions Club
— will get a rolling start as
the first pumpkin shipment
arrives at the church Sept.
30. A month of activities will
culminate with Trick or Treat
at the Patch on Oct. 31.
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PHOTO BY DOUG QUINN

Youngsters explore during the 2016 Pumpkin Jubilee at
Stillwater-Highland Park Church.

The local newspaper
headlines in November 1953
read the church was growing
thanks to “a combination of pie
dough, plans, and an enthusiastic
congregation.”
The members paid off the
church, then began using the
funds for missions and their
building expenses, said Judy
Snyder, the pie coordinator.
With every passing fair, the
home-cooked cuisine became
even more popular.
This year, they made 1,200
pounds of noodles, a process
that happens every July. But the
pie baking can’t begin that early,
Snyder said.

Fairgoers have the
opportunity to eat fresh pie made
daily.
On the day of this report, a
group of 10 women (as well as
Dennis’ husband, Danny) made
46 pies for the fair — chocolate,
lemon, raisin cream, apple,
coconut cream, cherry, and oldfashioned custard.
On the busiest fair days,
including weekends, they bake
nearly 70, Snyder said.
“We’re behind the scenes,”
she said. “There’s definitely a
science to it — a lot of these
ladies have been doing this for
years.”
Snyder has been volunteering
since her family joined the
church in 1952, when she was
in second grade and when the
church used real plates and
silverware (not plastic) to serve
the food.

A 60-year volunteer
Gerry Gough started
attending the church and
volunteering 60 years ago.
“I used to go to work and
then go home, feed the kids, and
work the stand that evening,”
she said.
Now she helps put the
meringue on the pies.
Karen Sims joined the church
around 1960, shortly after she
married.
She recalled one of her first
jobs for the fundraiser.
“They used whole chickens
back then,” she said, adding she
was told to pull out the insides.
She didn’t volunteer for that
duty again, she said.
Cook said she’s been
volunteering for 12 years.
She remembered coming to
the fair in the late 1960s to see
her father, who was the Pepsi
guy.
“I remember as a kid it was
one of our favorite booths to
go to,” Cook said. “We would
always go there and have a bowl
of chicken and noodles. It was
our family tradition.”
Her favorite pie is coconut
cream.
Snyder said they have a good
group of generous volunteers.
Otherwise, the effort wouldn’t
happen.
“It’s teamwork,” she said.
“It takes all of us to do this. It’s
good fellowship. And we’re
serving the Lord.”
(Reprinted with permission,
Sept. 13, 2017, The Hutchinson
News)
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Save the date
Retired Clergy/Spouse Retreat
Oct. 9-11 at Canyon Camp
• Tex Sample returns as featured speaker. His topic:
“The Rage of the White Working Class.”
• Line dancing with the McFarlin UMC Line Dancers from Norman
• Pension/health benefits update
Retreat deans are Maggie Ball and Tony Zahn and Ken and Carol
Tobler. Registrar is Jo Ann McNaught. Registration form and details in
the September issue of Off Their Rockers.

Pastors/Laity Spiritual Growth Workshop
Oct. 13-15 at Guymon-Victory Memorial UMC
• Featuring John Oswalt, professor of Old Testament,
Asbury Theological Seminary, Kentucky
• Themes: “The Relevancy of the Old Testament for Today”
and “Holiness of Heart and Life”
• First session is at 6:30 p.m. Friday. Attend any or all events.
Registration: $10. Contact Pastor Gary Holdeman, 580-338-6501 or
vmpastor@victorymemorial.org

Okla. Indian Missionary Conference Benefit Gala
Oct. 17 at Reed Center in Midwest City
• Live painting by Native artist Brent Greenwood
• Fire Dancers from Riverside Indian School, Anadarko
Deadline to RSVP is Sept. 29. Contact the OIMC office, 405-632-2006.

Missionaries from Africa to visit in Oklahoma
• Oct. 27-Nov. 17 = Umba and Ngoy Kalangwa of Morogoro, Tanzania. Ngoy
directs a Susannah Wesley Education and Healthcare Center; Umba is a
district superintendent and coordinates the Reaching Out Ministry.
• Nov. 13-16 = Mozart Adevu, a regional agriculture coordinator for UMCOR,
is based in Accra, Ghana.
For scheduling, contact Karen Distefano, kdistefano@okumc.org.

Page 7

Disaster’s personal for this volunteer
BY MARK LAMBERT
LOUISIANA CONFERENCE

“Tme was that smell.”

he first thing that hit

As an Early Response Team
member certified through the
Louisiana Conference, Susan
Laborde had smelled the inside of
a flooded home many times. But
this one was different.
This house in southwest
Louisiana was her first as an ERT
member since going through her
own devastating flood a year
earlier.
“I just sat there for a few
seconds. At my house, that smell
stuck around until Christmas. It
just kept coming back.”
In five years as an ERT
member, Susan had helped many
people clean, muck out, and tarp
their houses after a disaster. But,
she had always focused on the
structural damage to the home,
not the emotional damage to the
homeowner.
“I’m not a people person,” said
Susan, a member of Blackwater
UMC in Central, near Baton
Rouge. “I always viewed my ERT
job was to get in there, work hard

and get the job done, not to chat.”
Susan’s predisposition to hard
work was tested in August 2016.
Despite taking all the sandbagging
and mitigation precautions they
could, Susan and her husband,
Gerard, had to be evacuated from
their home in the middle of the
night. More than 5 feet of water
decimated the house and its
belongings.
Over the next several months,
Susan and Gerard leaned heavily
on their church of 30 years as
they lived through the nightmare
of home demolition and
reconstruction and the emotional
trauma that goes with it.
“As weird as it was, it did
dawn on me that now I have a
perspective from both sides of a
disaster.”  
So, when Susan volunteered
to go to the Lake Charles area to
help homeowners clean up after
Hurricane Harvey, along with her
cleanup tools she packed that new
perspective. “Now, I see that the
homeowner needs to be rebuilt,
that the house is just part of that
rebuild.”
Once she arrived, instead of

rushing in to tear out wallboard,
Susan looked for the homeowner
and introduced herself.
“Before, I would see that as
wasting time,” she said. “I used
to think, ‘This is their home,
and we’re wrecking walls out,
and they’re just standing there.’
I would be wondering, ‘What’s
wrong with them?’ Now I know.
Now they’re in the same place
where I was.”
Susan shares her story with
affected homeowners, offering
love and encouragement. “I
learned that I could pray 12 hours
a day. I learned that my church
is my anchor. And, these people
we are assisting are like-minded
people. Their church is their
anchor.”
Susan remains tough-minded;
she is not the type of person to be
taken over by sentimentality.
“I don’t believe things happen
for a reason. I think things happen,
and my faith in God helps me to
react well. The Bible says God is
not in the destruction but in the
little, small things, and sometimes
you have to get small to see it.”
(UMNS Digest, Sept. 13)

Page 8

The Oklahoma United Methodist Contact

Sept. 29, 2017

Donor Advised Funds

Your Benefits With Other
Planning Options
Living Trusts

If you have a moderate or
large estate, you may find it desirable to create a living trust. The
living trust is completely within
your control during your lifetime.
You can add property to the trust
or remove property from the trust
at any time. During your lifetime,
the trust income is taxable to you.
There are at least three major
benefits of the living trust. If you

are sick or in the hospital, your
designated successor trustee
can take over and manage your
property for your benefit. Second,
when you pass away, the property
in the living trust will avoid probate and potentially save thousands of dollars in costs. Third, the
living trust typically is a private
document and is not made public
during the probate process.

CALL OR EMAIL DAVID BATTLES AT 800-259-6863 OR DBATTLES@OKUMF.ORG
TO LEARN ABOUT OTHER OPTIONS THAT CAN EMPOWER YOUR GIVING IN A WAY
THAT BENEFITS YOU AND SUPPORTS THE CAUSES YOU CARE ABOUT.

Historic:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Top: Families gather outside TulsaBoston Avenue recently. Bottom:
Baptism day, 1948, at OKC-First.

He said the church plans to install the
plaque on the outside of the building near
a historic stained-glass window that bears
the image of Abraham Lincoln.
Mullins expects the installation will
take place in October, soon after the 128th
anniversary of the church’s dedication.
As part of the application process,
Mullins submitted copies of deeds tracking
the property acquired over the years. Today
the church covers about three-quarters of a
city block. The cornerstone for the current
site was laid in 1904.
The most recent property addition
occurred in 1973, according to the
documents.
First UMC sits across the street from
the Oklahoma City National Memorial.
The congregation was displaced for three
years after the 1995 bombing of the
Murrah Federal Building, which also badly
damaged the church.
On the Sunday after the bombing, the
congregation met in the fine arts building
at United Methodist-related Oklahoma
City University. Then Trinity Baptist
Church, near downtown, granted use of
some of its space during the years of First’s
rebuilding process, Mullins said.
Boston Avenue, also a downtown
church, is the “third most-visited tourist
destination in Tulsa,” said David Wiggs,
senior pastor of the church.

Many families find that a
Donor Advised Fund (DAF) is a
simple and efficient way to help
charities that they love. By establishing such a fund, you can time
the gifts you make (for investment
or tax reasons) and you can select
the charities you wish to benefit
from your gifts. You receive the income or estate tax deduction, and
the opportunity is there to make
distribution decisions later. Many
families may use a Donor Advised
Fund as an estate beneficiary so
that they can allow their children
or friends to continue supervising
the gifts from their fund for years
to come. Parents appreciate the
way that their DAF encourages
children to be involved in philanthropy.

Charitable Endowments

Another option that you may
prefer is to leave property or
money in an endowment form so
that the ministry does not spend
the principal. Instead, the ministry
spends the endowment income
(as the donors often have done
throughout their lives). Endow-

GET YOUR FREE GUIDE

ments may be left to the Foundation or directly to the ministry
with instructions for their use. It is
often helpful to suggest a general
purpose for the endowment fund
because it will last perpetually,
and the original purpose for the
gift may one day not exist. If you
are interested in an endowment
approach to your charitable gifts,
please contact us.
Contact David Battles at
800-259-6863 or send an email
to dbattles@okumf.org to get a
FREE COPY of the Planning Your
Legacy guide.

The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation

4201 N CLASSEN BOULEVARD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73118-2400
WWW.OKUMF.ORG • 800-259-6863 • 405-525-6863

More United Methodist
historic sites
in Oklahoma:
 The former Epworth University
building in Oklahoma City
 Stillwater-First UMC
 Mount Scott Kiowa UMC
 Newtown Indian UMC
The church, which is recognized for
its ecclesiastical Art Deco style, also has
been designated as a National Historic
Landmark by the U.S. Department of the
Interior. People from across the country
and around the world come to see it almost
every day, Rev. Wiggs said.
Guided tours are offered every Sunday;
self-guided tours are available whenever
the building is open.
The goal for the church building, which
was completed in 1929, was that “it would
be a beacon of light that would draw
people to the church and into the family of
Christ,” Wiggs said.
He is “glad to work and serve and
worship in such a magnificent building.”
The facility also is notable because
it was designed by a woman in the
1920s, a decade “during which women
were struggling for the right to vote,”
according to materials from the church.
Adah M. Robinson designed the church
at the suggestion of Mrs. C.C. Cole, the
wife of the church’s building committee
chairperson at the time.

Previously, Robinson had established
an art department at Tulsa’s Central High
School. She started the University of
Tulsa’s art department in 1928; in 1945
she joined the faculty of Trinity University,
San Antonio, Texas.
During the design process, architects
said they would consult with Robinson
on “all matters artistic,” according to
historic documents submitted with Boston
Avenue’s application for historic status.

To apply for designation as a
United Methodist Historic Site:
 Contact Brian Bakeman (bbakeman@
scjumc.org), who chairs the Oklahoma
Conference Commission on Archives &
History, or Conference archivist Christina
Wolf, (cwolf@okcu.edu) to request an
application for your church and to notify
the Commission.
 Complete the application (includes
statement about historical significance
of the site or congregation, supporting
documents, information about current
ownership, and plans for celebration of the
site and outreach). Commission members
will make a site visit and assist with the
application.
 Get approval of the Commission,
which then prepares a resolution to
present to delegates at the next Annual
Conference.
 If that resolution is approved, then
the materials are forwarded to the General
Commission on Archives & History for
registration.

