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The Christ Experience
prepares for move
to space at First

Church
security:
Questions rise
after shooting
at small church

BY CHRIS SCHUTZ

O

BY HOLLY MCCRAY
AND SAM HODGES

T

he shooting tragedy
on Nov. 5 at a
Texas church has
United Methodist churches
expressing heartbreak and
offering prayers. They’re also
refocusing on security.
A gunman’s attack during
Sunday morning worship
at First Baptist Church of
Sutherland Springs, Texas,
left 26 dead and 20 wounded,
and riddled the building with
bullets.
That it happened in a
small-town setting, where
nearly everyone knows
everyone else, is part of
what’s heightened fears
among church folks.
“That just describes half
or more of the churches in the
United States, and especially
United Methodist churches,”
said Derrek Belase, a former
police officer who is the
Oklahoma Conference
director of Discipleship. “I
felt like I was looking in a
mirror as far as what I see
in Oklahoma, the churches I
work with.”
In Norman, security expert
Tara Koetter gave practical
advice grounded in scripture.
A member of McFarlin
United Methodist Church, she
owns Sheepdog Security &
Investigative Services.
She pointed to John 7:1.
“Jesus saw danger, and he
took precaution even though
he could have called down
a legion of angels to protect
him. There is a scriptural
basis for protecting the needs
of our people. Everyone is
welcome except the wolf.”
She also referred to Proverbs
22 and 23.
She countered concerns
SEE SAFETY, PAGE 7
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Pastors Lesly Broadbent, left, and Nicholas Lee stand
outside The Christ Experience UMC in Oklahoma City.

KLAHOMA CITY
— Two United
Methodist churches —
one majority African-American
congregation and one mostly
white — will join hands Dec. 10 to
share the same space in downtown
Oklahoma City.
That day, First Church, at 131
NW Fourth St., will welcome The
Christ Experience, which is moving
out of its building at 1006 NE 17th
St.
The new arrangement could last
several years, said Nicholas Lee,
pastor of The Christ Experience.
A move became necessary
because of costly maintenance for
The Christ Experience’s 71-yearold building, said Rev. Lee. “The
building itself was a strain.”
The Christ Experience’s final
service at that location is set for
Dec. 3.
With the move to a better space,
The Christ Experience will be able
to commit more of its tithes and
offerings to mission, rather than
fixing maintenance problems, Lee
said.
In a larger sense, the partnership

of the two churches says something
important in an era of heightened
racial tensions in the United States,
both pastors said.
“It makes a statement about
what it means to be a child of God,”
said Pastor Lesly Broadbent of First
Church.
Members of First Church
remember being displaced after the
1995 Murrah Building bombing
and being welcomed to hold their
services at another church during
several years of rebuilding, Rev.
Broadbent said.
Now, First is eager to extend
hospitality at a time another church
needs it, he said.
“I honestly believe this is a
God-ordained thing,” Lee said.
“Somebody has to be the leader
in racial reconciliation. It’s a great
opportunity for us to grow and
thrive and be people who build the
Kingdom.”
He credited Heartland District
Superintendent Greg Tener with
the idea of bringing The Christ
Experience and First under one
roof.
Putting the two congregations in
SEE DOWNTOWN, PAGE 4

As one door closes, another opens in OKC
3 churches operating
at 1 location
BY HOLLY MCCRAY

O

KLAHOMA CITY —
God’s people broke
bread together twice
Nov. 5 as they said farewell to
the place that was the longtime
home of Leland Clegg United
Methodist Church and, more
recently, Mosaic UMC and
North OKC Native American
Fellowship.
Between a potluck meal and
the Communion ritual, some
life-transforming stories they told
dated back a half century.
J.C. Sanders moved from
Chicago to OKC in the 1960s.
The African-American family

PHOTO BY HOLLY MCCRAY

Senior Pastor Scott Spencer of Mosaic UMC holds PJ during a
deconsecration service at the former OKC-Clegg property. PJ is
a fourth-generation church member; his mom is Anjie King.

began worshipping at an unnamed
church but was told “not to come
back,” he recalled.

Then someone from Clegg
UMC invited the family there.
Sanders wrestled with that. He

“was up all night. It was an allwhite church.”
They went to Clegg. “Six kids
grabbed my kids and …” away
they happily went together. The
family had found its church home.
Janet Sanders was age 9. “We
were very much included when
we came here,” she said. “I only
realized (recently) what I got at a
little church.”
Rob May, the son of charter
members Bob and Lawanda May,
recalled his first acting experience
was at Clegg. The youth group
staged “A Charlie Brown
Christmas.”
“My youth was spent here. I
got married here; both my kids
were baptized here. God bless
SEE FAREWELL, PAGE 4
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Are you listening?
again able to talk.
During the months of silence, I
wonder what he might have learned.
Perhaps he came to realize that
holding a position of faith — for him,
serving as priest — does not ensure
a person will have faith. His desire
to know absolutely, expressed in his
question to the angel, revealed that
he counted more on aspects of life he
deemed indisputable and was uncertain
of God acting in ways he could not
imagine.
In Romans 10:17, Saint Paul says that
faith comes by listening.
Jesus said, “Those who have ears, let
them hear” (Mark 4:9).
Zechariah’s question exposes his
intention merely to perform his duties,
not listening for a word from God that
would require faith to comprehend.
Advent is a season to reclaim the skill
of listening. Effective listening skills
underpin meaningful relationships.

In many corners of our society, the
ability to listen has been obstructed by
shouts, chatter, and other noise. Many
have confused a relationship built on
listening with an aspiration to build a
coalition that merely supports one’s own
opinion by the next sound bite.
We have become a society that talks
about others, talks down to others, and
talks at other people. We have forgotten
how to listen.
After Zechariah learned to listen
and demonstrated that he had heard
and believed the message from God, he
regained his voice. Advent is a season
to regain our voice as a church. The
season is filled with family traditions
that include observance of the true
significance of the season, which is the
birth of Christ.
During this season, people seek
certainty. God has spoken to the world
with clarity. May we listen in faith and
speak with clarity as we celebrate.

A

because he was consumed with his desire
for certainty.
As a result, he lost his voice.
When his son was born, everyone
rejoiced. Neighbors and friends began
insisting on naming the newborn after
his father.
But Elizabeth said no; “his name will
be John” (Luke 1:60). Zechariah also
shook his head no.
Confusion reigned.
Zechariah had been quick to question
and slow to listen. Now he and Elizabeth
were surrounded by people who were
quick to speak and unwilling to listen.
How would a man who had lost his
voice now convey a message that he had
received from God when he could not
speak? He made gestures, asking for a
tablet.
What he wrote astounded everyone.
“His name is John” (Luke 1:63).
Only after he wrote the name that he
could not state audibly was Zechariah

OCU joins UMCOR efforts
for hurricane relief

State students explore calling at nat’l event

BY BISHOP JIMMY NUNN

priest named Zechariah was
chosen to go into the temple
to perform the religious
duties at the altar. While he was there,
an angel of God
appeared to
him. The angel
told Zechariah
that he and his
wife, Elizabeth,
would have a
son.
Zechariah
did not listen.
Instead, he
asked an ageold question:
Bishop Nunn
How can I be
sure of this? And he told the angel that
was not plausible because of his and his
wife’s ages.
Zechariah was slow to listen and
quick to question. He had questions

E

When Hurricane Harvey struck
Texas mere days into the fall semester,
Oklahoma City University students
immediately began asking what they could
do to assist those in need.
The OCU Wesley Center quickly
arranged to place collection bins around
campus for relief supplies. Donations
continued to flow in from students, faculty,
and staff as two more major U.S. hurricanes
hit within weeks.
The effort concluded Oct. 31, and
student volunteers helped sort over 400
items. Most were placed in buckets for the
United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) to distribute in affected areas.
Clothing, pet food, diapers, and other items
were sent to other relief agencies in Texas.

Christmas Vespers: 2 concerts
A highlight for music lovers is OCU’s
Christmas Vespers. The service brings
together more than 250 choral singers and
orchestral musicians. Two concerts are
offered: 8 p.m. Dec. 8 and 4 p.m. Dec. 9,
at First Presbyterian Church, NW 25th and
Western, a few blocks east of campus. Get
tickets, $15 per person, from the OCU Box
Office, www.okcu.edu/main/christmas.
The Oklahoma United Methodist

1501 N.W. 24th
Oklahoma City, OK 73106

OCU students Melaina Riley and John Vick outline
their trip to Portland.

Moving to a new address?
Call 405-530-2075
or send an email to
communications@okumc.org.

Sign up for Contact Digest,
a free e-newsletter, at www.okumc.org.
Send news to editor@okumc.org.
Next publication date: December 22, 2017.

very two years the
General Board of
Higher Education
and Ministry hosts a three-day
gathering for young adults,
ages 18-26, who are actively
discerning a calling to ministry.
Named “Exploration,” the
event features moving worship,
inspiring speakers, small groups,
and opportunities to meet
representatives from the 13
United Methodist seminaries.
On November’s first weekend,
300 young adults descended on
downtown Portland, Oregon.
Five were from the Oklahoma
Conference: Oklahoma City
University students Melaina
Riley, Jenny Johnson, and
John Vick; OU freshman
Tanner Carlson; and Kevin
Tankerson, who directs the
Wesley Foundation at Langston
University and attends Saint Paul
School of Theology at Oklahoma
City University.
“The event was amazing,” said
Vick, a sophomore religion major.

“The worship, the workshops,
the small group conversations —
everything was top notch. The
entire event was so refreshing, as
we were surrounded by hundreds
of young United Methodists who
were passionate about loving God
and being in ministry.”
The high point for Riley, a
senior religion major, came in the
first minutes of the conference.
At the booth for GarrettEvangelical Theological
Seminary, she personally received
her letter of acceptance to that
school. Accompanying it was a
full-tuition scholarship.
“I was in tears,” said Riley.
“I can’t think of a stronger
confirmation of my calling.”
All Oklahoma’s students said
they returned home with a good
sense of God’s direction for them
as they journey toward ordained
ministry.
They were accompanied by
OCU Vice-President Charles
Neff.

Director of Communications: Joseph Harris
Editor: Holly McCray | The DVD Library: Chris Schutz
Multimedia Manager: Nyla Wallin
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Multimedia and Web Ministry: Andrew Himes
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Wichitas District greets new DA
His grandparents raised him, and he graduated from
Chickasha High School.
AWTON, Okla. — New Lawton resident
He recalled with sadness a story told at his
Nathan Skinner needed to find work. Pursuing
grandmother’s
funeral, that she’d regretted not taking
temporary assignments, he
Skinner and his brother to church often.
learned of one with long-term potential.
“The reason that I know who God
Between job interviews, he stopped and
is
…
is my grandmother. She’s such an
asked God for guidance.
important,
important person in my life.”
“Whichever one, I hope you are there
After both grandparents died in 2012,
with me every step of the way to help me
Skinner said he experienced “a dark
grow and flourish and be everything you
time.” Yet when he felt friendless, God
want me to become.”
was his friend.
On a Monday, Skinner started a
“He was there every step of the way.
temporary administrative job in the middle
He sought me, and I am so thankful for
of charge conference season for churches
Him. He still carries me. To be where
of the Wichitas District. He attended his
I am in my life and to do the things I
first such conference the following Sunday,
am able to do every day is extremely
assisting District Superintendent Connie
humbling.”
Gibson.
He continued, “I’ve always had a
On Nov. 1, his job status changed to
love for people and a love for God, and
permanent.
to have them both in the same aspect of
Nathan Skinner
Welcome District Administrator
my job is amazing.”
Skinner, one of eight DAs who serve in the
The United Methodist connection also amazes Skinner.
Oklahoma Conference.
“I didn’t realize in the grand scheme of things that I
“I was hoping and praying that I would find something
would have 50 pastors or 65 churches. The level of care
like this, and they were hoping and praying that they
they have for me and what we do as a whole, impressive.
would find someone like me!”
You step back and get to see the picture gets bigger and
Skinner’s skill set includes six years as administrative
bigger every week.”
assistant for an oil well company.
Thanks to Grandma, he’s in that picture, too.
Shortly after finding the district job he also found a
(Wichitas District Office: 580-248-3343,
church home, at Lawton-Centenary United Methodist.
wichitasdistrict@okumc.org)
Skinner said his parents were 16 when he was born.

L

PHOTO BY TABITHA BECKMAN

TEA TIME — Missionary Mozart Adevu of Ghana
visited Oklahoma recently to discuss his work
as the Africa regional coordinator for the
Sustainable Agriculture and Development Program
of the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR). The project teaches farmers to grow
sustainable food, keep bees, and raise goats.
Here he brews tea that has beneficial properties
at a lunch presentation in Oklahoma City.

BY HOLLY MCCRAY

Thank you for getting us 90% of the way to our goal!
If you would be interested in helping us reach or
exceed our goal please contact
Daniel@okwesley.org for more details.

Learn more at OKWesley.org/Building-The-Future
/OUWesley

@OKWesley

@OklahomaWesley
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Farewell:
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Eric Brown, lay leader of OKC-Mosaic, rings the church bell as worshippers
exit the deconsecration service for the former Clegg/Mosaic North property.

Downtown churches:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the same building “will bring its own
issues with it,” Lee said. However, “we
need each other to grow.”
He expects differences to arise, drawing
on his own experience as the father in an
interracial family. “I come at this from kind
of a personal side,” he said. “We’ll come
together and have the hard discussions, and
I think we’ll both be better because of it.”
The Christ Experience’s move to a
location just over 2 miles away “gives us
the space to do new ministries now,” Lee
said.
Both congregations are committed to
ministering to the poor and homeless and
believe the partnership will strengthen their
efforts in that area, Rev. Dr. Tener said.
Lee expects his congregation to help
with First Church’s Friday Night Alive

worship service, which especially reaches
out to homeless people. The Christ
Experience has an Alcoholics Anonymous
ministry that is expected to continue after
the move, he said.
He wants to assure the faithful in the
neighborhood of The Christ Experience
that “we are not leaving the northeast side
alone.” The move will allow the church to
“do it better.”
He also sees a growing population
of young people downtown of various
races and ethnicities and looks forward to
connecting with them.
At First Church, Harris Hall will serve
as The Christ Experience’s sanctuary.
First Church has been doing
“hospitality things” to get ready for the
change, such as making improvements to
the sound and projection system in that

December 1, 2017

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

you all for helping us grow up as Christian
people,” he said.
Kay Griffin said she has been church
organist since 1977. “The Father Will
Dance” became a favorite song, especially
when welcoming babies, she said. A choir
sang it at the recent Service of LeaveTaking.
Marlene and James Brown joined in
the 1980s; daughter Deidre was age 12.
Marlene has been secretary of United
Methodist Women many years. Her
grandson Eric now serves as Mosaic’s lay
leader.
Pastor Scott Spencer of Mosaic UMC
said he’s “in awe of the legacies” from the
Clegg church.
Among clergy present at the November
service were Patrick McPherson, son of
founding pastor Doug McPherson; Marla
Lobo, Clegg’s last pastor; and Murray
Crookes and Donna Pewo of the Native
American Fellowship.
Superintendent Rockford Johnson of the
Crossroads District declared the property
deconsecrated and reflected on the stories
he’d heard.
“All of those expressions of love have
become part of the heart of God,” he said.
Clegg and Epworth United Methodist
Churches in Oklahoma City merged in
late 2015, becoming Mosaic UMC. The
Epworth property was sold.
For a time, Mosaic held worship at
Oklahoma City University’s Smith Chapel.
Its offices and weekday programming
were at the former Clegg property, 102 E.
Hefner Rd., called Mosaic North. That’s
also where the Oklahoma Indian Missionary
Conference fellowship met.
In June, Mosaic relocated to share
space with OKC-Mayfair Heights’
United Methodist Church, at 3131 NW
50th. In November, the Native American
congregation also moved there.
The 4-acre Clegg property will be sold.
Mayfair Heights holds Sunday worship
at 9:30 a.m.; Mosaic, at 10:45 a.m.; and the
Native American fellowship, at 11 a.m. An
administrative assistant maintains a master
calendar!

A Halloween trunk-or-treat event drew
about 400 people. On Nov. 19, the three
congregations in one location held a joint
service of thanksgiving and a shared meal.
Mayfair Heights Pastor Crystal Hughes
said, “I think this has made a huge, positive
difference in my congregation. There’s a
renewed sense of purpose, excitement. They
feel closer to God because they get to see
God in the faces of different people.”
She continued, “Mayfair Heights’
congregation is older yet interested in doing
new ministries.”
Mosaic’s worship attendance is about
four times larger than Mayfair Heights’,
said Rev. Hughes.
“We knew we needed more space, and
so we’re very very grateful that Mayfair
Heights opened their space up to us,” said
Rev. Spencer. “Very quickly we felt at home
here.”
Through the summer, a joint team
led by the pastors developed a covenant
agreement. The work included theological
matters. Mosaic is an official Reconciling
Congregation; Mayfair Heights is not but
agreed to honor the fact that Mosaic is,
Hughes said.

space, Broadbent said.
“They’re going to be able to grow in
this location. It will be a great fit for them
and a great fit for us,” he said.
First’s congregation will continue to
worship in the main sanctuary.
Beginning Dec. 10, worship services
on Sundays will begin at the same time in
their respective spaces, the pastors said.
Lee expects the physical proximity of the
two concurrent services will encourage
people to check out each service.
Both churches’ executive teams have
said yes to the plan, the pastors said. The
plan was to be finalized by both churches
at their Nov. 26 charge conferences,
according to the district superintendent.
Some details of the move, such as
having a combined potluck for members
to get acquainted, have yet to be

finalized, Lee said.
Broadbent wrote in First Church’s
newsletter: “Please know we are already
working on scheduling events, comparing
calendars, and examining ministries to help
ensure few conflicts in scheduling ... Please
be patient with both church leadership
teams as we navigate these uncharted
waters ... Please join us in praying for
our sisters and brothers at The Christ
Experience.”
Lee said that The Christ Experience’s
plan is to take three to five years to
accumulate capital to buy or build another
building. He called the agreement with
First “a long-term partnership.”
The Christ Experience will take bids to
sell its old building, also known as Christ
United Methodist Church, he said.

Three OKC churches have begun
meeting at 3131 NW 50th, welcomed
by the original congregation, Mayfair Heights.
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Communications Ministry

O

The church’s news
and why it matters

ne of the questions I am
asked is why we need a
Communications Ministry
for the local churches and the annual
conference. Recently Tim Tanton, who
directs United Methodist News Service
for the denomination, wrote an article
in which he describes why this work
is as vital to the church today as it has
been throughout our history. As leader
of one of the Oklahoma Conference
ministries supported by your church
Apportionments, I feel he helped focus
on the need for this type of ministry at
every level of the church.
— Joseph Harris, Conference
Director of Communications

W

BY TIM TANTON

e are living in an era in which
news reporting is needed more
than ever, and it is under attack more than
ever.
The introduction of “fake news” and
“alternative facts” into the U.S. lexicon
reflects the lengths that people in power
will go to discredit factual reporting and
information sharing. Yet journalism that
informs the public and holds truth to power
is vital for a healthy society.
It is also vital for a global denomination
with 13 million members.
Several decades ago, leaders of the
Methodist Church recognized that the
denomination needed a news agency that
would use professional journalism standards
to report faithfully the work of the church to
the world and keep members well-informed.
Without a news service, our leaders realized,
the public media, special-interest groups
and others would shape the story.
Or the story would not be told at all.
The denomination’s news service was
the only entity on the scene to report how
United Methodists in West Africa were
responding to the Ebola crisis, and major
media organizations around the world
used our content as a result. More recently,
we were at the violent rally of white
nationalists in Charlottesville, Virginia,
to report on how United Methodists
were standing up for civil rights and the
principles of our church.

H

aving a news service has built
credibility for the denomination,
making it more transparent with members
as well as the public. Secular media often
have used our stories as background
information for their own reporting and
sometimes publish our stories verbatim.
Reporters with major news organizations
have marveled to me about how openly
United Methodists handle difficult issues.
This transparency has reflected well on
the denomination at a time when other
churches have struggled with credibility
issues and coverups.

Most of our coverage tends to be in the
“positive” category. We have reported on
the remarkable ways in which individual
United Methodists are living their faith,
how local churches are transforming their
communities, and how the general church
is responding to needs around the world.
We love telling these stories.
From time to time, we also report
difficult news. People ask why the church
would support a ministry that reports
“negative” information — news about
disagreements in the church, leader
misconduct, church trials. By reporting
on its own difficult news, the church is
ensuring that its story is told accurately and
knowledgeably.
It is also keeping faith with its
members, who support the church’s work
financially.
I admire our forebears in faith who
shaped the Bible. How tempting it must
have been for them to leave out the stories
of human frailty that wouldn’t have been
“good PR” for the Christian movement.
We would not have the unflattering stories
about Adam and Eve, Noah, Jacob, Moses,
Samson, Jephthah, Saul, David, Mary
Magdalene, Peter, Judas, Thomas, Paul,
and many others. The Bible would be quite
slim and not quite so authentic.
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ARE YOUR CHURCH OFFICERS CHANGING?
Be sure to enter your list of 2018 church officers
now in the Oklahoma Conference’s database. The
deadline to do this is Dec. 15. Add new officers and
make any changes in email and postal addresses,
etc. — accuracy is vital in our shared work for Christ.
FIND INSTRUCTIONS AT: http://bit.ly/2ABDjcn
If you’ve forgotten your church’s Brick River login information, contact your district office.

Watch for the 2017 Journal on Dec. 15
Production work on the 2017 Oklahoma Conference Journal is almost complete. The
book will be available online by Dec. 15 at www.okumc.org.

2018 Conference calendar goes digital
For 2018, the Oklahoma Conference’s
leadership will use a digital calendar
exclusively, rather than a printed one, to
track meetings and events planned by the
various Conference groups.
View the Conference calendar at www.
okumc.org/calendar.
For people who prefer printed

calendars, a useful option is the United
Methodist Program Calendar, produced
by United Methodist Communications
(UMCom), the denomination’s media
agency. Wall calendars, desk blotters,
pocket calendars, and other printed
versions are offered. Go to shop.umc.org
and search “calendars.”

Passages
Mary

Kathryn “Kay” Carter, 83,
of Guthrie died Nov. 2, 2017. She was
the widow of Rev. Delbert Gene Carter,
who died in 1999. Among survivors are
a son, Lawrence Gene Carter, and three
daughters, Mary Debra Holcomb, Rebecca
Lynn Adams, and Donna Ann Russell.

Service was Nov. 7 at Guthrie-First
UMC, where she was a member. Memorial
gifts to: Heifer International.
Rabbi

Yosef Dan Boaz of Morgan
Hill, Calif., died Nov. 2, 2017. He was
the father of Rev. Les Bussell, pastor at
Snyder and Indiahoma.

T

hose stories survive, informing
our faith today. Modeling how we
handle our own struggles is a powerful
witness that we make as God’s people. The
world needs that witness.
UMNS is committed to helping people
better understand the church, its workings,
beliefs, and history. We cover the
institutions, such as General Conference,
the Council of Bishops, the Judicial
Council, annual conferences worldwide,
and the general agencies. These are
important pillars, embodied by people who
are striving to be faithful in their roles.
God, we believe, is working through all
church members in our rich diversity of
theology, experiences, and world views.
We also view ourselves as being on
the same team, with a shared commitment
to the ministry of The United Methodist
Church.
This is a sensitive time in the life of
the church. Our leaders, including the
Commission on a Way Forward, have our
prayer support.
As the church moves forward, United
Methodist News Service will continue
documenting the journey, lifting up the
celebrations as well as the struggles. We
will strive to build understanding in the
church, as we all move by faith into God’s
future.
(To read more denomination news
and commentary, sign up for the free
UMNS Daily or Weekly Digests: www.
umc.org/news-and-media/daily-digest)

Your church can help increase awareness and support for children and families in crisis.
Contact us today for a FREE media kit in preparation for Circle of Care Sunday across
Oklahoma on December 17.
ONLINE
circleofcare.org
facebook.com/OKUMCircleofCare

TASHA ATCITY
Church Relations Coordinator
918-402-3247
tasha.atcity@circleofcare.org
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STARTING STRONG — Several
Oklahoma pastors attended
“revitup!” for young clergy,
ages 25-39, in Pensacola, Fla.
Sponsored by Wespath Benefits
and Investments, the recent event
was held to discuss strengthening
personal, financial, and leadership skills. From left, the
Oklahoma group included:
Rusty Husted, Meagan and
Travis Ewton, Desi Sharp,
James and Allison Riggs,
Shannon Rodenberg,
Sarah Thornhill, and
Nathan and Myranda Mattox.

Bridge a digital divide: Help seniors connect through tech
BY TRICIA BROWN
UNITED METHODIST COMMUNICATIONS

S

ome older adults are still
skeptical about the practical
applications or benefits of
technology. Some may need assistance to
learn how to use digital devices and access
Internet resources.
According to data by the Pew Research
Center, approximately 40 percent of all
adults age 65 and older do not access the
Internet at all. More than half do not have
broadband access at home.
How can churches help older adults
take advantage of cyberspace?

1. Make it personal
Engage older adults with specific
applications that can make their lives
easier or provide entertainment. Consider
the following ideas:
Leaders might use sites such
as Quizworks to ask questions relating to
Sunday school lessons or sermons.
Show homebound church members
how they can view live broadcasts of your
worship service or classes.
Invite older adults to share their
stories on your church’s social media sites.

Have another volunteer type and post for
them, if needed.
Be creative. Collaborate with family or
close friends to plan a surprise Skype visit
or Facetime call. Imagine having the
grandkids pop into a Sunday school class
to say “hello.” Demonstrate the process
and walk them through it a few times.
Teach older adults to use online Bible
apps like YouVersion or Internet study
resources such as BibleVerses.
Words with Friends is a fun Scrabblelike game and chat app that older adults
can play with friends from all over the
world. They also might enjoy playing
games they can play alone, like Solitaire.
They can take these games wherever
they go if they download them on iOS or
Android smartphones.
Research smartphones made for
seniors. Highlight the fun features on
your smartphone. Show them how to
download free music apps.

2. Encourage volunteer support
Everything is more fun when you do
it with a friend. Recruit volunteers who
are willing to introduce technology-based
ministries to older adults. When teaching

newbies of any age how to access Internet
ministries, use non-techie language, be
patient, and provide step-by-step printed
instructions.
Have a volunteer visit older adult
Sunday school classes to demonstrate
specific uses and answer questions.
Have an IT expert teach an introductory
computer class. A class offered directly
before or after a regularly scheduled
activity may draw a greater audience.
Create a buddy system where
knowledgeable teen or adult volunteers
pair up with older church members who
want to learn how to use computers,
cellphones, tablets and other devices.
Recruit volunteers to demonstrate how
to use basic cellphone features such as
texting or taking and sending photos.
Look for “Accessibility” settings on the
phone. You may be able to:
 Increase text size.
 Turn on “Talkback” or a similar
setting that provides spoken feedback
about what you touch, select, and activate.
 Turn on voice confirmation of
characters when inputting passwords. Be
sure to explain not to input passwords
while you’re in public places.

 Adjust colors or increase screen color
contrast for people who have a hard time
differentiating colors.
 Turn on captions for people with
hearing impairments.
 Create an accessibilities settings
shortcut on home screens to make
adjustments easily.

3. Provide the equipment
Many older adults live on fixed
incomes. If you want older adults to use
online resources, you may need to provide
the equipment.
Sponsor a computer drive to collect
used equipment. Provide at least one
computer, with Internet access, in the older
adult Sunday school room. Simply offering
a computer to use before or after regular
class times (or whenever the church is
open) may give people a place to develop
computer skills or sign up for email
accounts.
And also remember to use more
traditional methods to stay connected with
people who are “unplugged.” Even those
“plugged-in” welcome in-person visits
and telephone calls, especially if they are
homebound.

Retired clergyman fondly recalls community’s caring as youth at Wickline

M

From left are retired clergymen Larry Jacobson, Don Combs,
Bob Carlisle, and Leroy Thompson, at Canyon Camp in October.

BY BOB CARLISLE

y parents were the first members of
OKC-Wickline United Methodist
Church, and of course we were very
active throughout the years. I am a retired UM
minister now, living in Spring Hill, Tennessee, just
south of Nashville.
My wife, Judy, and I were invited to attend the
Oklahoma Conference retired ministers retreat at
Camp Canyon early in October. What a pleasure it
was for us to renew old friendships after 40 years
away from the Oklahoma Conference.
While at the retreat we reconnected with several
former members of Wickline who are all now
retired ministers of the Conference.
We all grew up in Wickline during the 1940s
and ’50s. We were so blessed to have the full
support of the Wickline community. We had a great
youth group, always taking the largest number of
youth to summer church camp at Turner Falls.
Several of us, along with my Dad, found

ourselves giving support to Mrs. Wickline on
Saturday mornings. We collected her newspapers
and rags and took them to recycle so she could
collect a few more dollars for her beloved Wickline
church.
Eight youth from that same time period all went
into ministry. The list includes: Don Combs, Larry
Jacobson, Leroy Thompson, Don Fielding, Sam
Fox, Richard Hedger, Vancell Garouk, and myself.
The church staff was so patient with several of
us each summer. Because the church was one of
only a few places air-conditioned, we spent much
of our days hanging out there. We went to church
and Sunday School on Sunday mornings; Methodist
Youth Fellowship, choir, and worship on Sunday
evenings; Boy Scouts (Troop 74) during the week;
and Wednesday night worship.
You could say that Wickline Church was one of
the focal points of our lives growing up.
— From the OKC-Wickline newsletter,
Nov. 7, 2017
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Safety:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

NEW SIGNAGE — Visitors to Camp Egan near Tahlequah will find their way more
easily to points such as Fossil Courtyard, the medical station, and Kirby Dining
Hall, thanks to the work of men from Stillwater-First UMC. The volunteers also
worked on a roof project.

GCSROW examines clergy pay

A

recent article on the General
Commission on the Status
and Role of Women website reports pay
disparities are widening between United
Methodist clergy when comparing genders.
The commission has reported that, in
2011, clergywomen made 13 percent less
than clergymen. In 2015, the difference
was 16 percent. The new report states, “In
2015, on average, UMC clergywomen
received 84 cents for every clergyman’s
dollar in salary.”
To learn where Oklahoma ranks
among the data, go to the Monitoring
& History tab on the GCSRW

website and select “Women By the
Numbers, Current Article.” (http://
gcsrw.org/MonitoringHistory/
WomenByTheNumbers/CurrentArticle.
aspx)
GCSRW and the Oklahoma
Conference’s Commission on the Status
and Role of Women advocate for full
participation of women in the total life of
The United Methodist Church, helping
churches recognize all people as equal
parts of God’s human family. For more
information contact the chairperson of
Oklahoma’s commission, Jennifer AhrensSims, at 405-701-9579.

DVD sets unwrap Christmas themes

T

wo new Christmas-themed DVDs,
along with companion books, have
been added to The DVD Library at the
Oklahoma Conference ministry center.
“A
 Different Kind of Christmas,”
by Mike Slaughter. The five sessions
feature Slaughter as he inspires viewers
to approach Christmas differently and
be transformed in the process. The study
“helps participants see the traps and
discontentment of consumerism and the
call of God to live generously to fulfill
God’s mission in the world.” Length 69

minutes, with leader guides for all ages.
“Finding

Bethlehem in the Midst of
Bedlam,” by James Moore. A five-session
study about how Christ breaks into our
confusion and brings Christmas —
Bethlehem always happens in the midst of
bedlam. Length 46 minutes, with guides
for all ages.
The full list of DVDs available at the
library can be viewed at www.okumc.org/
dvd_library. To request a DVD, contact
Chris Schutz, Communications Ministry,
405-530-2075 or cschutz@okumc.org.

that security measures may make a church
appear inhospitable. “We have to use the
wisdom God gave us. Jesus used it, and we
must. I pray over my family, but I also lock
my doors at night.”
Koetter said a church needs a safety
team. Its members should use 2-way
radios, watch outside the church as well
as the entry points throughout Sunday
mornings, and get ongoing training. They
can rotate turns, perhaps each serving once
a month.
Such teams also can respond first in
medical emergencies and pay attention
to stormy weather, which are more likely
scenarios than a shooting, she noted. For
example, McFarlin UMC has a defibrillator
on every floor.
Safety team members learn to
recognize faces with unusual expressions,
and people may need only to be counseled,
Koetter said. “We don’t want to give a law
enforcement-type attitude. We only want to
meet disruption with the amount of force
as is warranted.”
The Koetters began attending McFarlin
UMC on the first Sunday after the 9/11
attacks. A nephew survived a mass
shooting in Minneapolis in 2012. Three
years ago, Tara went to her first meeting as
a member of McFarlin’s Board of Trustees.
Days before that, she had a vivid dream
about a violent encounter in church.
“My dream was a perfect teaching tool
to me,” she said. She was propelled to a

Know more:
Find Derrek Belase’s article
“Churches and Gun
Violence: 7 Practical
Preparation Tips” on the
Ministry Matters website.
new career in her 50s. In addition to the
training her company offers, Koetta said
she will do a free security consultation for
a church.
“Not every one of us is a guard; most of
us are sheep,” she concluded. But “that’s a
holy thing to be a responder. God puts that
in some of us. I believe we have enough
sheepdog-type people in our churches that
naturally want to protect.”
Rev. Belase, who grew up in Carnegie,
said it’s important for churches of all sizes
to take “a fearless moral inventory” of their
safety plans, buildings, and contexts.
In rural Oklahoma, build relationships
with police, volunteer fire departments, and
sheriff’s deputies, he said. “Invite them
to come tour the church buildings. If they
have a mental picture of your facilities,
they’ll be able to respond with knowledge,
if the need should arise.”
(Sam Hodges of Dallas, Texas, writes
for United Methodist News Service.)
This concludes Part One of a
two-part series that will continue in
the Dec. 22 issue of Contact.

Employment

 Administrative Assistant: GuthrieFirst UMC. Part-time. Resume to pastor@
guthriefirstumc.org.
 Home Study Manager: Circle of
Care. Full-time. Resume to careers@
circleofcare.org or 1501 NW 24, Suite 214,
Oklahoma City OK 73106.
 State Director of Foster Care: Circle
of Care. Full-time. Resume to careers@
circleofcare.org or 1501 NW 24, Suite 214,
Oklahoma City OK 73106.
 Associate Director of Children’s
Ministries: Tulsa-Faith UMC. Part-time.
Contact leldridge@faithtulsa.org or go to
www.faithtulsa.org/jobs.

 Administrative Assistant: TulsaMemorial Drive UMC. Full-time.
Resume and cover letter to aa.mdumc@
tulsacoxmail.com.
 Minister of Students: OKC-Chapel
Hill UMC. Full-time. Resume and cover
letter to jennifer@mychapelhill.org.
 Director of Children’s Ministry:
Edmond-New Covenant UMC. Full-time.
Contact Jay Smith at jsmith@newcov.
tv or 405-562-3200.
 Director of Children’s Ministry: TulsaNew Haven UMC. Part-time. Resume to
james.graham@newhavenumc.org.
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What are some options?

Waldo knows that his church
could use a nice gift at year end.
By transferring rather than selling
his stock, he avoids capital gains
tax. Even though his cost is less
than 25% of the stock’s current
fair market value, he will receive
an income tax deduction for
the fair market value. And most
important, his gift will support the
ministries of his church.

Benefits of giving stock.

Take Profits Without
Paying Taxes

Waldo purchased shares of stock for many years through his
company’s stock purchase plan. Over time the value of his
stock grew and became a substantial investment. Because he
has been purchasing the stock for over 30 years, his cost is very
low. Yet, he hesitates to sell it because he knows any sale will
trigger an immediate capital gains tax.
CALL OR EMAIL DAVID BATTLES AT 800-259-6863 OR DBATTLES@OKUMF.ORG
TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOU EMPOWER YOUR GIVING IN A WAY THAT BENEFITS YOU
AND SUPPORTS THE CAUSES YOU CARE ABOUT.

Here are some of the benefits
you can experience by making a
gift of stock this year:
• AVOID capital gains taxes up to
23.8%.
• RECEIVE an income tax deduction for the full fair market value of
your gift.
• MAKE a meaningful gift with no
cash out-of-pocket.
• CAPTURE the value of your stock
and end the worrying about market
ups and downs.
• PUT your gift to work right away
for the ministries you care about
most.

A gift of stock is easier
than writing a check.

Here are the few simple steps
to transfer stock:
• CALL the Foundation to obtain
the stock transfer form.
• SPECIFY which stocks you want
to give on the stock transfer form
and how you want the proceeds to
be used.
• GIVE the form to your broker or
financial advisor.
• WAIT for your tax substantiation
letter from the Foundation in the
mail.
Please contact us if you would
like more information on giving
stock at year end or other ways
that you can use stock to support
your favorite United Methodist
ministries.

THIS IS A
GREAT YEAREND PLANNING
STRATEGY!

The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation

4201 N CLASSEN BOULEVARD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73118-2400
WWW.OKUMF.ORG • 800-259-6863 • 405-525-6863

Wayne teen takes action to help girls globally
sun to kill bacteria, Magnolia said.
In addition to the girls and boys in
Magnolia’s 4-H chapter, members of the
Wayne, Norman-McFarlin, and NormanSt. Stephen’s United Methodist Churches
have helped produce the kits.

BY CHRIS SCHUTZ

W

AYNE, Okla. — A program
that furnishes girls in
impoverished areas with
washable feminine hygiene kits captured
the interest of a young United Methodist
in Wayne.
Magnolia Ireland said she wanted
“a project that would help other girls.”
She founded the local “Days for Girls”
initiative with the help of her mother.
The daughter of Alanna and Pastor
Bo Ireland of Wayne United Methodist
Church, Magnolia is in her senior year
as a homeschool student and is a 4-H
member.
She also felt a calling to mentor other
students, so she started a 4-H sewing
club.

A

t several sew-in events, more
experienced home sewers have
helped make some of the more difficult
components.
United Methodist Women also have
donated money and materials.
Magnolia started a Facebook page,
“MagnoliasDaysForGirls,” which gives
contact information and describes
needed supplies, such as all-cotton fabric
in “dark-colored florals or geometric
prints” and dark 100-percent nylon
thread.

M

agnolia leads the group as they
assemble reusable sanitary kits
to help girls manage their menstrual
periods.
The kits are geared for girls in
developing countries where disposable
products are not available and the subject
of menstruation is considered taboo.
“A lot of these girls would drop out
of school when they reach puberty, but
the kits help them to stay in school,”
Magnolia said. To be able to stay in
school “opens up opportunities.”

T

Bradley Lovelace and Magnolia Ireland gain a skill while sewing kits.
The young volunteers sew drawstring
bags and leakproof shields that button
around underwear. Each bag contains

two shields and liners that are made of
100-percent cotton fabric.
These can be washed and dried in the

he types of prints are specified
because certain fabric patterns
are disallowed in some countries.
Magnolia said donated supplies
for the project can be delivered to the
Cleveland County Extension Office in
Norman or to the church in Wayne.
The kits will go to girls in Africa and
India as well as the United States. The
project is affiliated with a national effort,
www.daysforgirls.org.

