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Welcome to the first edition of Say So magazine.

T

he mission of this magazine is to present to Oklahoma United Methodists a
communications platform in magazine format that tells the faith stories of what God
is doing throughout our churches and ministries in and beyond Oklahoma.

While the Contact will continue to tell the news stories of what is happening throughout our
state, denomination and across the globe, Say So will focus on how the Holy Spirit is moving
among us in places we may never have heard about in some unique and life changing ways.
It is our hope that by reading this magazine you will be inspired, learn some things that
might apply to your mission field location and see how God is moving among the people called
Methodists in Oklahoma.
We hope that you find this magazine to be a source of encouragement, a revelation and an inspiration to you and
those with whom you may share the magazine.
We want United Methodists of Oklahoma, the Redeemed of the Lord, to “Say So” in sharing what the power of the
Holy Spirit is doing among us. May this be a blessing to all who read and are moved by what is contained inside.
Rev. Dr. Joseph Harris
Communications Director

T

"Let the redeemed of the Lord say so."

he call to share the good work of the Lord is shared clearly in Psalm 107. The 43
verses that make up this psalm of thanksgiving tell story after story of God stepping
in to care for the hungry, the lost, the oppressed and the broken so that others may
take heart and have hope in the Lord.
This new magazine is named for that very call.
Say So is an opportunity to focus on the movement of the Holy Spirit in and through the
Oklahoma Conference of the United Methodist Church. The stories in these pages focus on the
people and ministries that have put their faith into action both inside and beyond the walls of
the church.
Many people have asked me how the stories in the magazine will differ from those featured in the Contact. Put simply,
the stories in the Contact will continue to be news-oriented stories that focus on the who, what, where, when and why of
an event or ministry, while stories in Say So magazine hopes to shine a spotlight on those who have been impacted by the
work.
The stories in these pages are meant to be read over and over again. May you find inspiration and hope within these
pages, and when you do, I hope you will share these stories with those around you.
Meagan Ewton
Editor of Publications
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This is the Panhandle
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“

T

his isn’t northwest
Oklahoma; this is the
Panhandle.”
David Player was appointed the
pastor at Victory Guymon after serving
in southwest Oklahoma for more than
a decade. When he remarked to a
member of the congregation that it was
interesting to move from the southwest
corner to the northwest corner, his
terminology was quickly corrected.
Player has not made the same mistake
again.
The Oklahoma Panhandle is a thin
166-mile strip of land that gives the
state its distinctive shape. The small
rural towns are filled with big-hearted
people who are just as likely to identify
with Amarillo, Texas as they are with
Oklahoma City.
Like many small-town residents,
folks in the Panhandle have a fierce
sense of interdependence that is
made all the more evident by their
geographic isolation. Locals refer to
the rest of Oklahoma as downstate and
call the Oklahomans who live there
“downstaters.” They take life in stride,
some joking that the Panhandle is
where the meteorologist stands when
giving the Oklahoma weather report.
For the most part, people in
the Panhandle are confident and
unflappable. Underneath the surface,
however, concerns for the future of their
churches and communities persist.
Ministry in the Panhandle

From left to right: The steeple of Texhoma
UMC; Students from Oklahoma
Panhandle State University hold hands
and pray after worship at the Methodist
Student Center; A stained glass window at
Guymon Victory Memorial UMC depicts
the resurrection of Jesus; Men from the
church and community gather together for
a weekly breakfast at Guymon Victory
Memorial UMC.

In many ways, doing ministry in
the Panhandle is like doing ministry
anywhere else. The pastors make and
maintain relationships with church
members, area families and community
agencies. The United Methodist Women
lead fundraisers and cook for special
events. Church members build stairs
or ramps for neighbors who need the
help. Summer comes and goes, Vacation
Bible School following in its wake.
If you ask Rex Strain, who serves
as the treasurer at Goodwell UMC,
the main thing that makes ministry
in the Panhandle different is the low
population.
“If you’re trying to do ministry in
Oklahoma City or even in Guymon,
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you have more people to draw from,
more people to go out and talk to, but
here, we’re limited on the number of
people that you can reach and draw into
the church,” Strain said. “You just have
to work harder.”
Diane Murphey, a member
of Texhoma UMC, points to
advancements in agricultural
automation as one of the causes for her
town’s declining population. Children
who grow up on farms or ranches have
no need to stay once they’re grown, so
they move away.
“When we were in our 20s and 30s,
we called our Sunday School group the
young adults,” said Murphey, who has
been a member of Texhoma for 57 years.
“The problem is 50 years later, we’re still
the young adults.”
There are many efforts to reach
young people, especially children and
youth. In Hooker, the church uses
its proximity to the high school to
invite teens to a weekly Lunch Bunch,
providing pizza and a devotion to 140160 youth each week. The church also
used to host a kid’s program in Optima,
a town of 356 southwest of Hooker, but
Pastor Craig Denslow said financial
concerns prevented the program from
moving forward this year.
“Those kids, they’re from a poor area,
and they’re excited when we show up,”
Denslow said. “They’re amazing kids,
and I was kind of ashamed we weren’t
able to do it this last year. We would like
to get that retooled and started again.”
Roughly 80 miles west in Boise City,
youth minister Kim Mizer also leads a
high school lunch ministry, feeding 85100 youth once a month. She calls it “a
break-even” effort as the $3 they charge
covers only the cost of the home-cooked
meals.
“Our goal is for kids to always know
they’re welcome in the church and the
doors are open,” Mizer said. “There’s
no pressure to come here; we just want
you to know the doors are open and
everybody’s loved.”
Mizer, who also works as the church
administrator, said she can see how the
loss of family farms is affecting both the
community and the church.
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MaKenze Anderson, director of the Methodist Student Center at Oklahoma Panhandle State University, speaks to students during the
campus ministry's weekly worship event.
“People are passing away faster than
we’re having people join the church, and
I think that’s not necessarily just here,
but with Kenton and Felt and all those
churches,” Mizer said. “I think all the
churches in our community are having
the same issue.”
But not every young person is quick
to leave the Panhandle.
Methodist Student Center

MaKenze Anderson transferred to
Oklahoma Panhandle State University
in Goodwell from Northwestern
Oklahoma State University in Alva after
her first semester in college. Her time at
the NWOSU Wesley Foundation had
planted the seeds for a calling in campus
ministries.
She answered that call in April 2014
as an intern at the OPSU Methodist
Student Center (MSC). Just two years
later, she was named the new director.
Today she leads the ministry with her
husband Ramy, who was named the
assistant director in July 2018.
“I not only know that that is a
vital ministry for Panhandle State, the
Goodwell community, the Conference
and the Oklahoma Panhandle, but I
have also been a fruit from the labors of
the ministry,” MaKenze said. “it bridges
the gap for many students. It becomes a
safe space to share their faith. It becomes
a home for students many miles from
home or 10 miles down the road.”

Mizer remembers having both
Makenze and Ramy in her youth group,
and she feels a special kind of joy seeing
them lead the MSC.
“That’s kind of neat to see, that the
person you ministered to goes on to
minister,” Mizer said.
If the MSC provides students a place
to engage faith, it provides the local
Panhandle churches a place to serve.
“Students often leave due to the harsh
conditions and lack of available ‘fun
things,’” Ramy said. “Through the MSC,
we provide an inside look to the heart of
the Panhandle: the people. It’s the people
in the Panhandle that are unlike any
other you’ve ever met. Many get to see a
positive side to the Panhandle through us
and the churches who serves here.”
Part of the MSC’s weekly ministry
is a free lunch for students on campus.
Food is provided by churches ranging
from Goodwell to Boise City, and
each church commits to providing a
set number of meals per quarter or per
year. For a pancake supper fundraiser
in April, churches went beyond their
standard commitments to support the
ministry. Texhoma’s UMW provided a
basket for the silent auction, and the Felt
leadership team voted to make a financial
contribution.
For agronomy freshman Dillon
Roesch, the MSC is a life-changing
community. The McClave, Colorado
native is an intern at the MSC and calls

the ministry one of the most rewarding
and joyful things to happen in his life.
Having so many Panhandle churches
support the college ministry makes him
feel like he’s part of a community of
believers.
“It’s a really special thing to see
churches bring free lunch and feed like
250 people here every Tuesday, because I
truly believe that God is kind of built in
to the MSC,” Roesch said. “It’s built into
the building, and even if someone can
just come in here and have a meal, the
sheer fact that they’re in this building can
change their life.”
Abby Ely, an elementary education
major from Sunry, Texas, said she felt like
she was practicing her parents’ faith until
she came to the MSC. She doesn’t think
there’s another faith community like it in
the Panhandle.
“My first time here, I bawled my eyes
out, and now it’s just part of my every
week,” Ely said. “We see each other all
the time, and so even the other churches
that I’ve been to, there’s just something
about this community; we really are a
community.”
Ramy said many students share a
similar experience. He believes part
of the MSC’s work is to help build up
students as they work to make their faith
their own.
“(Students) attend because they want
to, not because they are told to,” Ramy
said. “This sounds like a simple thing, but

United Methodists permeate the Panhandle
The presence of the United Methodist Church is felt
throughout the Panhandle from the Methodist Student
Center in Goodwell to the Easter Pageant in Kenton. The
cross and flames pictured here are located just outside of
Hardesty on U.S. Highway 412.
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for them this is a major building block
of the future. As the students show
dedication to the ministry, we provide
them with different ways to serve.”
Biology sophomore Kyle Babb grew
up in Goodwell, but it wasn’t until
Ramy invited him to play basketball and
friends introduced him to the MSC that
he felt his life turn around.
“Ever since I came in here, it’s just
been all love. It’s just done a 180 on
my life, and actually, I was baptized
here,” Babb said. “When it happened,
I definitely just felt like a whole new
person. Ever since, I’ve just been
completely different.”

financially and prayerfully.”
“The people here are one of kind,”
she added. “They are hardworking and
faithful, and we stick together. For this,
I am grateful.”
Long live the laity
Laity are the lifeblood of United
Methodist churches in the Panhandle.
Though many members freely admit
involvement in with the MSC or other
church activities, few are forthcoming
when it comes to their leadership titles.
“I didn’t feel like a member of this
church until I started serving,” said
Norma Strain, the financial secretary at
Goodwell. “That grounds you in your
faith and it helps you
see really good things
happening. It’s a lot
different than just
going and listening
to the pastor for an
hour every Sunday.”
Like Strain,
Vikki Schumacher
loves and serves her
faith community.
Though Schumacker
runs the feed store
in Boise City, her
home church is
Kenton UMC, the
westernmost church
in the Oklahoma
Conference. She
said the Kenton
church wouldn’t
exist without the
involvement of the
Pastor David Player, center, serves himself a plate at the weekly
laity.
men's breakfast at Guymon Victory Memorial UMC.
“We’re on
every committee,”
Schumacher said of
MaKenze said it brings tears to
the church’s laity. “If (Pastor) Randy
her eyes when she thinks of how
wants to hold a meeting for Pastormany people drive miles and miles to
Parish, we’re there. Janitorial? We’re
support the work of the MSC. She said
there. It’s so small, we’re all just there.”
sustainability efforts like the pancake
Kenton and Boise City are part of
supper fundraiser wouldn’t be possible
a three-point charge with Felt. The
without the support of the churches in
congregations are led by Pastor Randy
the Panhandle.
Little, who was appointed to the
“The pancake supper was a great
communities in February.
beginning to a long road,” MaKenze
“What you see is what you get,” he
said. “We feel so blessed that many
said of his churches. “People don’t put
individuals from around the panhandle
on airs. They like you for who you are,
came with generous hearts. We also
they like themselves for who they are,
praise God for so many people who
they could be a millionaire and you’d
constantly support the ministry
never know it. They’re just regular folks.”

Denslow said many of the ministries
at Hooker and Tyrone happen because
of the willingness of laity to be involved.
“They take the initiative. They are
the initiative in almost every ministry
we have here,” Denslow said. “For the
most part, I’m amazed, because it runs
like clockwork.”
Player believes Ephesians 4, which
describes the Church as the Body of
Christ, means it’s biblical for laity to
take on the bulk of a church’s ministry
work. He said he sees that principle in
action at Guymon Victory Memorial
UMC.
One such lay-led ministry is the
weekly men’s breakfast at Guymon
Victory Memorial. Dean Kear, who
grew up in Guymon, remembers when
the ministry started in the 1950s. A few
men met regularly at a local restaurant
until a retired man suggested they cook
for themselves at the church. Today,
the men’s breakfast averages 20-25
people weekly and includes both church
members and non-members from the
community.
“You can tell that association is the
biggest thing in the group,” Kear said.
“We don’t have membership; if you
come, you’re here.”
“Our lay people are hands on,
whether it’s the clothing ministry or
the feeding ministry,” Player said of his
congregation. “This is a lay community
that has been mobilized. You can always
lift the level a little higher, but right
now we have a church full of people
that love this faith community, that have
deep ownership, and that get out there
and make it happen.”
To downstaters, with love

Some people in the Panhandle have
a sense that folks downstate might
have preconceived notions about their
communities.
“People downstate have a different
opinion of us,” said Wilma Lee
Williamson of Felt UMC. “Lots of folks
don’t want to come here, but when they
do, they love it.”
Schaeffer, who plays the organ
in Goodwell, said she would like
those outside the Panhandle to know
how well-educated people are in the
Panhandle.
"I worked for a national organization
for many years, and many people
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thought of us as ignorant country
people,” Schaeffer said. “Almost
everybody in this town has a degree
or advanced degrees. We are educated,
knowledgeable people.”
Schumacher said she hopes people
who visit can see the strong relationship
the ranching and farming have with
God.
“I hope that they could look without
us having to tell that we love God by
the way we live,” Schumacher said. “I
don’t want people to think we’re fake,
but I like people to know by the way we
live that they would want to be part of
our community.”
For Player, the Panhandle has
become a warm community full of
friends.
“They’ve got a saying here: if
you’ll stay long enough to wear out a
pair of shoes, you’ll learn to love the
Panhandle.” Player said.
For him and many others, the saying
rings true. §
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Kenton United Methodist Church is the westernmost church in Oklahoma and lies just
miles from the Colorado border. The church is so far west that it lies in a different time zone
than the rest of the state.

RADICAL DISCIPLESHIP
Mission u 2019 | July 19 - 21 | One Day Session July 22
Take a deep dive into the Gospel of Mark, the topic of money, and the inspiring story of
women organized for mission.

Dates: July 19 - 21 | One Day Session July 22
Location: Oklahoma City University
Register Online:
http://okumc-reg.brtapp.com/Missionu2019

Derrek Belase
Sandy Wilder

2019 SPEAKERS:
Kathy Caldron
Faye Perry
Don Skinner-Noble
Dana Parker
Supported by: Oklahoma’s United Methodist Women & Mission and Service Ministry Team

READING LIST:
Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark
and Radical Discipleship by Janet Wolf
Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission
by Ellen Blue
What About Our Money? A Faith Response
by Susan K. Taylor
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Mission and Ministry
mission verb
missioned; missioning \ mi-shen \
to send on or entrust with a mission;
to carry on a religious mission among or in

ministry noun
min·is·try | \ mi-ne-strē \
the office, duties, or functions of a minister;
a thing through which something is accomplished

D

uring Annual Conference in May 2018, 14 ministries were removed from apportionment giving and given a new
designation: Mission and Ministry. The Oklahoma Conference supports these ministries through the giving of the
local churches, not by apportionment dollars. These ministries represent an essential aspect of United Methodism:
living out faith through actions that reveal Christ to the world.
Starting in January, the Communications Ministry launched a monthly feature in the Contact to highlight a different area
of Mission and Ministry in each issue. Each feature provides detailed information about the highlighted ministry as well as
an informative video about each ministry's work and impact. To help local pastors and ministry leaders share this information
with their congregations, the Communications Ministry compiled these resources online. View and download these resources at
okumc.org/MissionandMinistry.
Camps and Conference Programming offers OKUMC
New People New Places challenges churches to see
churches the opportunity to engage in meaningful experiences, and reach more of the people in their neighborhoods and
relationships, and ministry in a natural setting at three
communities and help them grow into disciples of Jesus
campgrounds: Canyon, Egan, and Cross Point.
Christ.
Campus Ministries share the good news of God's love
with thousands of college students across the state, playing an
important role in the development of ordained clergy and lay
leaders for the United Methodist Church.

Office of Mission develops unique partnerships with
communities, organizations and other ministries across
the world in order to respond to needs and requests in a
meaningful way.

Circle of Care provides Christian help, healing, and hope
to children and families in crisis to ensure a safe, healthy, and
spiritual future.

Oklahoma City University is a top liberal arts & sciences
university that leads students to their creative edge and
equips them to follow their passions and excel in the sciences,
religion, business, nursing and the performing arts.

Cookson Hills Center serves the Native American people
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference reaches Indian
of northeast Oklahoma through offering agricultural programs,
persons in Oklahoma and adjoining areas with the good news
senior citizen program, a Christmas store, embroidery shop,
of Jesus Christ through the United Methodist witness.
and a thrift store.
Criminal Justice and Mercy Ministries breaks
generational cycles of prison, addiction, and criminogenic
behavior by engaging and resourcing prison inmates and their
families.

Project Transformation meets academic, emotional and
spiritual needs of children from low-income communities
by helping young adults develop as leaders, in the process
revitalizing churches in underserved communities.

Hispanic/Latino Ministries engages in ministry,
Restore Hope aims to restore families in financial crisis
community initiatives and leadership development with people
to economic and spiritual vitality through hunger reduction,
and communities of Hispanic/Latino background in order to
homeless prevention, and emotional and spiritual nurture.
welcome all into the United Methodist Church.
Neighborhood Services Organization is a nonprofit
serving the at-risk and homeless of the Oklahoma City
community through programs that meet phsycial needs,
provide housing solutions and teach skills to transform lives.

Skyline Urban Ministry works to establish an atmosphere
of respect and empathy while providing groceries, meals,
clothing, eye exams and dignity to Oklahomans struggling
with resources. §

A Lifetime of Faith in Action
A conversation with Dr. Earl and Bernice Mitchell
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O

klahoma history is alive in a serene single-story home in Stillwater. It has all the hallmarks of a well-loved home,
including paintings by a favorite artist, framed photos of children and grandchildren, and a wall of shelves filled to the
brim with books. Among the paintings, family portraits and bookshelves, however, are plaques of esteem, certificates
of appreciation, and lifetime achievement awards commemorating two faith-filled lives spent in community, civic and religious
service.
Dr. Earl and Bernice Mitchell are pillars of the Stillwater community. In both their personal and professional lives, Earl and
Bernice have explored ways to address the needs of those around them. Earl earned tenure as a biochemistry teacher at Oklahoma
State University in 1972, the first African-American faculty member at OSU to do so, and he went on to hold key academic
positions such as Assistant Dean of the Graduate College (1978-1982) and Associate Vice President for Multicultural Affairs
(1994-2004). Outside the university, Earl was a founder and charter member of University & Community Federal Credit Union,
a project he credits to the OSU Wesley Foundation campus ministries. Bernice sought to improve the lives of the marginalized,
including incarcerated women, the homeless, victims of domestic violence, and the disenfranchised. She was the first AfricanAmerican woman to be elected Payne County’s District 2 Commissioner (1986-1996) and helped organize both Wings of Hope
Family Crisis Services and Mission of Hope in Stillwater.
Say So magazine interviewed the Mitchells in person and by phone to discuss how their United Methodist convictions shaped
how they lived out their faith with action. This interview has been edited for length and clarity.
You are both known for being
active regarding civil rights and
social justice throughout your
lives together. How much of that
involvement came out of an effort
to live out your Christian faith?
Earl: For me, it’s a major part of my
Christian faith. Part of that comes
from the Wesleyan quadrilateral of
scripture, tradition, experience and
reason, and using all these things
to do good and follow John Wesley
in terms of doing all the good you
can for as many people you can for
as long as you can. That’s basically
where it comes from.
Also from growing up in New
Orleans. There’s always been people
who do things to help others. I

remember my Grandmother took in
several elderly people. She was old,
but she took in several elderly people
who were homeless, and these people
lived in our house, they lived with us,
and I lived with my grandmother. So,
that’s part of my background.

being on the board against domestic
violence. We’re now called Wings
of Hope. To get to say I helped
organize it is pretty good, I think.
But it all starts from my faith, from
believing in exactly what Earl said.
You do good for all those you can.

Bernice: Mine wasn’t quite like
that. Matter of fact, I probably
would’ve been one of the individuals
his grandma took in. We were very,
very poor, and we kinda lived off the
shirts on our back. But we were in
structures, and we were a family.

Both of you have done wonderful
things for Stillwater and for
Oklahoma, and neither of you are
clergy. How important is it for the
laity of a church to be involved with
or even leading the ministries of
the church? How can laity be the
hands and feet of Jesus outside the
church?

As far as me being involved, it wasn’t
until we moved here and I got my
kids to a certain age in life that I
felt that I could do something. My
first act of kindness was probably

Earl: That’s a very good question,
because it’s one that I never struggled
with and always had a lot of answers
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for everybody, even before anyone
was interested in what laity thought.
In Methodism, John Wesley, who
was clergy, understood very clearly
that lay people were important in
terms of partnership in the church.
They were more than just the source
of income; that’s where a lot of
his preachers came from in the
American church.
It was lay speakers, lay preachers,
lay people who carried the church.
Even throughout the growth in this
country, the church grew because
of the laity being involved. Some
became clergy, but there were a lot of
preachers who were just lay speakers
or lay preachers. It’s important
because the church needs to have
laity intimately involved with the
church. The mission that we all do
in terms of making disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the
world involves total immersion by
laity and ministers.

intricacies of the church, and then
you know what needs to be done,
and so you go about doing it.
See, I look at it also another way: I
look at it as outside of the church. I
don’t believe in having walls of the
church. If that puts me in a certain
category, that’s fine. When we build
a wall, are we building it to keep
people out, or to keep us in? And so
I don’t believe in walls. And I think,
so far anyway, most of the laity looks
at it that way, or we wouldn’t be out
there trying to help so many people.
Bernice, a lot of the work you are
known for can be described as
giving a voice to the voiceless or
empowering the disenfranchised.
Why is it important for us to notice
when people around us need a voice
or a vote or a way to move forward?
Why is it important to take that
initiative on behalf of someone
else?

Bernice: Well, maybe that’s why.
There are many things that for years
I know it’s not easy for a lot of
we’ve depended on preachers
people to stick their necks
to do, even as much as
out to get things
sometimes being
done, but if you
the janitor of the
see something
church. Those
and you know
are things that
it’s not right,
laity need to
then you try.
do. It goes
If you help
back to
that one
the origins
individual,
of the
you’re
Methodist
obviously
church and
helping a lot
how we were
of
others.
organized. It’s
more important
It’s almost like
today for growth
-Dr. Earl Mitchell
a calling; you help
and evangelism, so it
one, and before you
shouldn’t be left to just a
know it, you’ve got 10, and
few people.
so on. I just feel that my Methodist
calling stated to me that I help those
Bernice: When I first started
that are marginalized to my ability to
observing how laity played a part in
do that.
the church was when I got involved
in United Methodist Women, and I
One example that I can use, and I do
realized that really, it was the women
all the time, is that when I worked
there that were doing a lot. I don’t
for a district judge. I went to him
mean this as a discouragement on
with a suggestion that maybe there
the men, but UMW did an awful
is something we can do for those
lot. The UMW was like a guidance
that have been incarcerated and have
class that you take. You learn all the
now been exonerated. (I suggested)

Making
disciples of
Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the
world involves total
immersion by laity and
ministers.

that we set up a committee where
the individual becomes the sole
property–to borrow a term–of this
committee, and the people would
take individuals (under their wing),
but they would work collectively.
In other words, we would meet once
a month and everyone could talk
about what we have been doing for X
or for Y. We had a lot of good come
out of that committee. We met with
the individual, we looked at their
financial situation, we also helped
them with not only maintaining a
checkbook, but helped to find them
housing and helped to find them
employment. At the end of the day,
you look at that, and you think, wow,
we had 10 people on the committee,
and each person helped one person;
that’s 10 people that have been
helped. You go on from there.
It multiplies, of course, but that’s
the one example that I like to use
because it was such as successful
program. I think it’s gradually
coming back now, but it’s gonna to
be in the form of reform justice, and
it’s easy to just watch that and see
what happens. If the greedy don’t
take over, then we might be able to
help the needy.
Bernice, you have a lot of
experience examining local
concerns and finding ways to
address them at local, state and
even national levels. What would
you say to someone who wants to
address needs in their community
but doesn’t know where to start?
Bernice: First of all, I would say the
church because I think that’s the first
place you look. And if the church
won’t do it, then I’d have to wonder
about the church, because it preaches
all of this, yet if it can’t show an
example by doing or by being
available, then you’ve got to wonder
what’s going on. So, I would say the
first place to look is the church.
If that is not a possibility, then they
could look to the community and
see which groups they have going on
that they could be a part of. I know
for here, we have quite a few, and a

lot of people are now saying, “Oh,
I’d love to be on that board,” and you
have to sit back. And sometimes you
laugh, but you’re crying through your
tears because you think about how
it started and people just absolutely
thought it was the wrong idea. It’s
amazing how far we’ve come.
So, I would simply say, if you’re
really and truly committed to doing
something, then define what
“doing something” really
means and which group,
in other words, does that
put you in. Then narrow
it down. Maybe you
have several interests.
Narrow it down to
where it’s doable.
Don’t go out and say,
“Oh, I do this, this,
this and this,” and
then you find yourself
overloaded, because
then what happens?
We blow up. If you’re
committed to doing
service, you can find it, or
maybe it might find you.
Somebody might come up to
you and say, “I’d like to do such
and such a thing, but I don’t know
where to start,’ and you can say, “Oh,
have I got news for you.” Let’s start
here and work our way up. That’s my
spiel on that.
Dr. Mitchell, one of the first
projects you were a part of was the
creation of a local credit union.
A project like being done today
might be considered an “out of
the box” ministry project. In what
ways can “out of the box” ministry
be considered finding tangible
ways to meet the needs of the local
community?
Earl: In this day and age, we have
things that are still pretty much the
same. We still have poverty, we still
have the disenfranchised, and those
are two major issues that churches
deal with today.
I think being “out of the box” means
we find ways of providing services
for those or find the kind of help

they need, and sometimes getting
that help means getting other people
involved or other entities involved.
Some entities can be private; it could
also be governmental. But you should
not be afraid to call others outside
your circle to provide services to help
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whatsoever in the outcome of it.
Here’s a campus ministry forming
a credit union for the employees of
Oklahoma State University that are
not even associated with the United
Methodist Church. But it’s a good
thing.
So that’s what it means to operate
outside the box. You have to do
things and bring in groups to help
transform the world and make
disciples. One way of helping:
you go outside the box.
Dr. Mitchell, you were a
biochemistry teacher,
but you also have a
strong interest in
history. Tell me
where that interest
comes from and how
it relates to your
interest in people
and in life.

Earl: It probably
started in high school,
when I think about it.
I had a history teacher
in high school–this was
in the days when schools
were segregated–who included
ell
tch
i
black
history in his course for U.S.
M
e
rnic
e
History,
so I became very interested
B
d
Dr. Earl an
in this whole aspect of history. As
a chemist, I was good in science
because we form a partnership with
and math. In college, I also had
many entities. Sometimes it means
an interest in history, so I took
bringing in a coalition of people
history courses. That was a strange
you don’t know or might not even
combination—major in chemistry,
like, but you have to find a common
minor in history.
ground.
Over the years, I maintained
Forming a credit union was an
that relationship in terms of my
interesting mission because it was
relationship to history by, and mostly
something done by the campus
in, the African American history I’ve
ministries for a group of people that
been privy to. I kept that interest,
were not even part of the campus
and in the local community here
ministries. So that’s going outside
I discovered some things about
the box, way outside the box. So now
Oklahoma. Oklahoma had a large
we’re looking at what can we do as
number of black communities,
a unit to help in terms of people. At
and I discovered that people from
that time, you had a lot of middleStillwater came from one of those
and low-income workers that did
communities. So historically, I
not have banking because banks only
wonder, well, what about those
catered to those who had (money).
communities? What were they, how
The credit union was very unusual
did they exist? Because they were
and very different, and here’s a
there.
group forming it that has no interest
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My interest there has been on one
little small area called Progress,
which is a community that never
incorporated. It’s a farming
community that’s about 20 miles
southwest of Stillwater in Payne
County that had a strong black
population. They had a church and a
school there, a public school called a
Rosenwald school. In history, Julius
Rosenwald was the largest owner of
the Sears Roebuck Company. He
was a philanthropist who gave multimillion dollars away to form schools
in the south for African American
kids. During the turn of the 20th
century, he was one of the major
benefactors for many schools all over
the South for a variety of schools.
There was one called Fraser School
down in Payne County that was a
Rosenwald school, the only school
that people had. I know people who
went to that school; they’re deceased
now.
That interest has always been
there because history helps us
understand where we were and how
we got where we are so we learn
the mistakes of the past and we
don’t repeat them. That’s the whole
purpose of history to me. When I
can’t do bio chemistry, I can still do
history.
The United Methodist Church is
known for the phrase “Open hearts,
open minds, open doors.” In what
ways do you see a need for open
hearts, minds, and doors today?
Bernice: To me, that means when
you say open doors and open hearts,
that means everybody. You don’t pull
people out and say, “Well, it’s okay
for you, but not for you.” I’ve said
that very much in different places,
you know. What’s happened to that?
Why are we so set on not having X,
Y and Z and not bringing them into
the community simply because we
don’t like them or we don’t like what
they represent? So, I think it means
just what it says it means: Open
hearts, open minds, and open doors.
Earl: I can repeat the same thing.
I’ve been intimately involved by

being a General Conference delegate
in 1980. I opposed the language of
exclusion at that Conference; I voted
against it. In 1980, I thought it was
going to be a dividing issue for us for
a long time, and I was right. One of
the things I think is very important is
that we need to spend as much effort
on the things we agree on as the
things we disagree on because there’s
a lot more that we agree on. We
actually have a small thing that keeps
us so separated. I’ve been thinking
that we could always be together, but
I’m not convinced that’s going to
work at all anymore. Those of us who
want to move on need to move on
with the busines of the church.
There are dozens of plaques,
certificates and awards in your
home as recognition of the work
that you’ve both done. Is there a
particular recognition or memory
that’s very meaningful or personal
to you?
Earl: I don’t think any of these
things were for anything that
I’ve done that’s really unusual. I
appreciate the fact that we’ve been
acknowledged for certain kinds of
things. Many of the things that I’ve
been proud to receive awards for are
things that I don’t feel that it was
anything that was extra beyond what
I should be doing. So, it’s hard
for me to single any one
thing out. All of them
are people who
acknowledged the
small things we
do.

things. But somehow, I don’t feel
that I’ve done anything more than
anybody else would’ve done, to be
honest with you. So, it’s really hard
for me to pick any one thing; I really
can’t.
Bernice: If I had to choose, it would
be the Oklahoma Commission
on the Status of Women, when
they gave me the recognition of a
Lifetime Achievement Award. I
told them, I didn’t know they were
looking. They hit everything, hit the
nail on the head. And that was just
so rewarding. I was surprised! It just
hit me, and kind of out of the blue.
Of course, they had to tell me that
something was going on, because if
they had not I probably would not
have been there. But it was a surprise,
a wonderful surprise, and it probably
sticks out more so than any of the
others. Number two would be being
chosen as one of the 100 women in
the state of Oklahoma* who have
really, as they said, “done something.”
Those are the two that I pick.
Earl: I’m not surprised she chose
those two, mainly because the one
award that she got in terms of
lifetime achievement is kind of like
my answer: there’s no one thing that
stands out. And that one is the one
that stands out because it covers
everything that she’s done.

Bernice: And it
shouldn’t surprise
you that we both
kind of landed
on that same
expression just
To me, they’re
because we’re
all small things
involved in so
that we’ve been
many things
able to do as
together. Some
individuals and
of it is a big
as people who
surprise for both of
-Bernice Mitchell
are committed. I’m
us, but on the other
more embarrassed
hand, it really shows
about it than anything
the involvement of the two
else because I don’t think it’s
of us and the fact that we can talk
something I deserve an award for,
about each other in that manner. §
but I appreciate the fact that people
*Bernice Mitchell was named one
acknowledge the things that we’ve
of 100 Trailblazers by the League
tried to do, because it’s all in a goodof Women Voters of Oklahoma in
faith effort to do good and do good
November 2018.

If you’re
committed to
doing service, you
can find it, or maybe
it might find you.

Our Purpose

WE EXIST TO EMPOWER YOU TO INVEST
YOUR RESOURCES AND DO LONGLASTING GOOD IN THE WORLD.
We don’t just come to work.

It’s not just a job for us—It’s a Christian Commitment.
This is not a place we merely come and earn a wage. We
are deeply devoted to bringing hope to the forgotten and
help to those in need.

So, what for?

This foundation is an instrument—a tool created with
the understanding that we all live life, we accumulate
assets. So, we ask the question: What for? Well, we want
to help you figure out exactly what that means for you.

What we have accumulated, gained,
and earned on Earth can be used to
help so many other people in future
generations to come to know the Love,
Mercy, and Grace of Jesus Christ.
Together, we can reach across the globe.

I wish you could see how far around the world this place
on Classen Boulevard reaches. Connect with us to see
the wonderful fruit that has grown out of faithful seeds
planted by people just like you.
THE OKLAHOMA UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION
WWW.OKUMF.ORG • 405-525-6863

WELCOME TO LIFE YOUR WAY.
At Epworth Villa, independence means you decide

ENJOY SPECIAL
INCENTIVES
for UMC CLERGY
and SPOUSES:
Independent Living

Take an additional
10% off your entry fee
(after all other specials
have been applied).

what you want to do and when you want to do it.
Eat your meals and use our amenities when they’re
convenient for you, not us. And choose from a wide
selection of great living options you’ll enjoy coming
home to after a day of exploring. Experience Epworth
Villa for yourself and call us at (405) 543-0814 to
plan a visit. At your convenience, of course.

Assisted Living

Take 50% off monthly
rate of any Assisted
Living/Memory Care
apartment for 4 months.

14901 N. Pennsylvania Avenue | Oklahoma City, OK 73134 | epworthvilla.org |
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Where are they now?
The original New People New Places grant recipients

O

n February 21, 2015, the Oklahoma Conference of
the United Methodist Church announced the first
recipients of a new kind of grant: New People New
Places. A total of 24 projects received $629,665 in funding,
with grants ranging from $1,970 to $150,000.
New People New Places was born out of a great desire to
draw more people to God, welcoming them into the central
setting for disciple-making: local church life both within and
beyond the church building.

Originally, the New People New Places grant was funded
through Apportionment Giving and had a budget of $700,000.
The grant was moved into Mission and Ministry giving in
2018, leaving its funding to the generosity of the local church.
Take a look back at some of the very first recipients of
the New People New Places grant. Though many of these
ministries predate their grant, all have demonstrated how the
grant's financial support encouraged each ministry to not just
survive, but thrive.

Runner Girls & Guys: $1,970 | Wright City UMC and Valliant UMC
2015: Children ages 9-18 in this small southeastern town
grow mentally, emotionally, socially, and spiritually by running
with their mentors. The pastor, who also is a runner, has created a
small book that teaches church members how to grow as disciples
and how to mentor young disciples one-on-one. This program
could be replicated in many other places.
2019: Now in its fourth year, the Runner Girls & Guys
after school mentor-discipleship ministry averages 40 runners
each week. The program is self-funded and remains free to its
participants, who come from two area schools. “The NPNP grant
helped us kick off at the starting gate, and we are keeping up a
good pace with several new participants joining the fun every
season,” said pastor and ministry founder Lois Bartley. “We are
thankful for our NPNP support of our ‘Runner Girls & Guys’
and hope to continue keeping up a good pace for years to come!”

Toy Makers of Hugo: $10,000 | Heritage UMC - Hugo
2015: People from two merging Hugo churches and the community
have all come together to create wooden toys to give and share as a
ministry. Even more than the finished products, intentional discipleship
comes through the work of creating the toys together. The involvement and
commitment from those both inside and outside the church show this to be
a connected, effective ministry.
2019: Due to the growth of the ministry and community involvement,
Toy Makers of Hugo declined to renew their grant beyond the first year.
On Saturdays, men and women gather at the ministry’s workshop to carve,
shape and smooth the toys. Finished toys are painted by volunteers or used
for “Painting Parties,” children’s birthday parties in which each child paints
two toys: one to keep and one to give to a child in need. In a promotional
video for the ministry, one volunteer stated, “I’ve learned to use a saw and
a drill and a sander, and in the process, I think it’s brought our church
community closer together. We’re all looking forward to being able to take
these out and give them to the children, and when you see the expression
on their faces, I think it’s going to be all worthwhile.”
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OU Wesley Foundation Wesley Internship: $35,000 | The Wesley at the University of Oklahoma - Norman
2015: After graduation from college, seven young
adults will be trained as interns who will learn to lead in
various areas. This project is modeled on the successful
internship program of the Wesley Foundation at the
University of Georgia.
2019: The OU Wesley Foundation continues to train
interns for ministry after graduation. In 2018, two interns
were hired on a full-time basis for the duration of the
school year. “If you can get a fifth year out of a student, it’s
invaluable in terms of relationship and what you can do,”
director Josh Coates told the Contact in November 2018.
“Our goal is to help launch them into a successful career
in helping lead others to Christ.”

OU Chinese Fellowship, Women’s & Children’s Outreach: $20,000 | The Wesley at the University of Oklahoma - Norman
2015: Spouses and children of Chinese students at OU, many of
them new Christians, receive assistance with childcare, medical care,
and tutoring in English, in addition to worship and discipleship.
2019: Under Fuxia Wang’s leadership, the OU Chinese
Fellowship has grown into an even fuller international ministry,
with 180 international students representing 21 countries from five
continents. In the past 10 years, the ministry had 70 baptisms and
produced the leaders for seven house churches in China. Because
of the ministry’s growth and impact, a new International Office
Suite was built in 2018. “This ministry is impacting our community
in a way beyond our imagination,” Wang said. “We are having the
foretaste of the heaven as the Lord is joining us -the people from
many nations all over the world as one body of Christ in worship
God and serving God’s people together to transform the campus
and world.”

Moore First UMC: HomeGroup Ministry: $3,250 | Moore First UMC - North Norman, Moore, South Oklahoma City and Edmond
2015: Using a deeply Wesleyan model of growing as
disciples through home groups, all participants in this already
successful ministry at Moore First UMC are challenged to
invite others who are not participating in a church into their
groups.
2019: A total of 10 HomeGroups meeting Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday in homes and shops across North
Norman, Moore, South Oklahoma City and Edmond. Each
HomeGroup has a different primary focus or topic appealing
to a wide range of ages and interests such as intercessory prayer,
guided Bible study, sewing to benefit local nonprofits, women
in their 30s, and life in retirement. The HomeGroup Facilitators
Guide describes the groups as the church’s expression of
Wesley’s bands or class meetings. “You are not ‘fixing’ or ‘solving’
life’s stressors,” it tells facilitators, “you are leading people
to Jesus through conversation, prayer, the Bible, and shared
fellowship and service.”
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International Ministry Multipurpose Building: $150,000 | Edmond Chinese International UMC - Edmond
2015: Chinese and other international students, many in the
United States for the first time and many with no prior experience
of Christianity, find welcome at this young, energetic church.
Edmond Chinese International UMC has a well-defined plan for
making disciples of Jesus Christ. With a rapidly growing number of
participants, the current church facility is being used at maximum
capacity. There are young adults and children of varied nationalities
eager for opportunities to become a part of this fellowship and study
to become disciples, but, much like Mary and Joseph were told, there
is simply no more room!
2019: The church broke ground on the Agape Family Center in
May 2016 and the building was finished in 2017. The 11,000-squarefoot building houses several classrooms and a multipurpose
gymnasium space. Conference records show the church received
48 new members and experienced 43 professions of faith between
January 2015 and January 2018. In November 2018, ECIUMC
launched Campaign100 with the goal of paying off the last $100,000
on the AFC by December 2019. “When we first purchased our
property in 2009, after many years of praying and saving for it, we
knew that the church building was not large enough to accommodate
our many outreaches and children's ministries. But the location was
what we had hoped for,” said Trustee Chair Scott Zerger. “We truly
needed a New Place for our New People. Without that financial
grant of the NPNP, we probably could not have begun the project for
another five to 10 years.”

Is God Calling You For More?
Saint Paul School of Theology is
educating tomorrow’s leaders by
offering on-campus, online and
hybrid learning courses at our
Kansas and Oklahoma campuses.
Grounded in Christ, we are shaping
leaders to make the difference.
Discover More!
Call (913) 725-8289,
email admiss@spst.edu
or visit:

spst.edu
Scripture.
Service.
Saint Paul.

OKUMC SPIRIT IN ACTION |

23

Ice Angels’ Mobile Commissary for the Homeless: $44,650 | Epworth UMC, Mosaic UMC, Skyline Urban Ministries - Oklahoma City
2015: Homeless people in
central Oklahoma City receive
water, food, and clean clothes
in exchange for their dirty ones
through this mobile ministry of
OKC-Epworth.
2019: Ice Angels is now under
the ministry umbrella of Skyline
Urban Ministries as part of their
weekly street outreach. Ministry
founders Lenny and Mary Kaplan
expressed excitement at how much
the ministry has grown since
moving to Skyline. “We just have
more volunteers that come, so we
can reach more people,” Mary told
the Contact in November 2018.
Lenny agreed, saying, “Skyline has
been the biggest help because when
we’re doing this, they supply the
food so we can cook and get a meal
going, and it’s just been wonderful.
We’ve been able to serve people a
meal that you’d go to a restaurant to
get. It’s improving every year.” §

2019 NSO Good Samaritan Awards Honorees

J. Don Harris

Family and Cosmetic Dentist
Founder of NSO Dental Clinic

Kim Henry

Executive Director, Sarkeys
Foundation

Bill Junk

President, Oklahoma United
Methodist Foundation

Neighborhood Services Organization is proud to officially announce our 2019 NSO Good Samaritan Awards Honorees.
These three individuals have dedicated their careers to restoring dignity and providing hope to countless individuals
and families. We are grateful for the opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate their dedication and impact,
not only to NSO, but the entire Oklahoma community.
United Way
of Central Oklahoma

Oklahoma Conference
of the United Methodist Church
1501 N.W. 24th St.
Oklahoma City, OK 73106-3635

Help, Healing
and Hope
Benefit Concert
VENUE 68
Tulsa, OK

(on the campus of Asbury United Methodist Church)
6767 S Mingo Rd, Tulsa, OK.
Tickets available at CircleofCare.org starting July 1, 2019.
VIP tickets: $100, includes premium seats, early access,
Meet & Greet with the band, autographs and photos.
Only 30 available.
Preferred Seating: $40, early entry, limited availability

SEPTEMBER 21, 2019
TICKETS & INFO CIRCLEOFCARE.ORG

General Admission: $20
Event sponsorships available!
Contact Sarah Steffes at 405-215-1400 or
sarah.steffes@circleofcare.org.

