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Annual Conference 2019 to feature
Rev. Dr. Amy Valdez Barker

T

he guest speaker for the 2019 Oklahoma
Annual Conference takes the conference
theme “Living Hope” to heart. From serving
on global boards of the United Methodist Church as a
teenager to helping congregations develop data-driven
strategies for engaging with their communities, Rev.
Dr. Amy Valdez Barker has spent more than a decade
helping churches connect to the people around them.
Valdez Barker is the executive director for
the Global Mission Connections Unit of Global
Ministries, the mission agency of The United
Methodist Church. She leads a team of 40 staff who
are responsible for developing, strengthening and
enhancing relationships with partners who are seeking
to change their communities through missions.
She has extensive experience on the connectional
level of the church. Between 2010 and 2017, she
worked for the Connectional Table, a program and
policy coordinating agency, and she served as their top
executive for four years.
Valdez Barker began volunteering in the United
Methodist Church at a young age. She served as a
member of the World Methodist Council Executive
Committee when she was 15 years old, and as the
WMC Youth Committee chairperson, she brought the
first International Methodist Young Leaders Seminar
(IMYLS) to London, England. Later, she spoke as
an alumni and founding member of the gathering in
Houston in 2015. She also served as a Board member
of four General Agencies (GCORR, GCFA, GBCS
and GCOM) between 1987 and 2003.
Her deep passion and love for the local church
and the global connection is made evident in her
work through the church. As a member of the Call to
Action team in 2010, she caught the vision of using
data to help local churches discover their own unique
opportunities for engaging with the community around
them. She joined the team that focused on increasing

Amy Valdez Barker

Vital Congregations throughout the denomination.
She also helped bring strategic focus amongst annual
conferences that were engaging in innovative and
adaptive experiments for ministry.
Most recently, Valdez Barker wrote a book with
Abingdon, called “Trust By Design: The Beautiful
Behaviors of an Effective Church Culture.” The
book takes the Towers Watson Research about the
denomination’s lack of trust and exploring ways in
which the church needs to rebuild trust both within
and beyond church relationships.
During the Oklahoma Annual Conference, Valdez
Barker will introduce “Two Hundred Years of
Methodists in Mission” on Tuesday, May 28 at 11:00
a.m. in the OCU Freede Center. That afternoon, she
will share “Yesterday – Today – Tomorrow: God’s
Movement through Methodist Missions” during
learning times in the Angie Smith Chapel at 2 p.m.
and 4 p.m. She will also share how churches can
engage in local missions on Wednesday, May 29 at
6:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall at OKC-Wesley
during a Missions breakfast. Tickets are available
through registration at www.okumc.org/annual_
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Registration open for the 2019
Oklahoma Annual Conference

R

egistration for the 2019 Oklahoma Annual
Conference is now open and available at
www.okumc.org/annual_conference. This
year’s theme is “Living Hope.”
The 2019 Annual Conference will take place May
27-30 on the Oklahoma City University campus in
Oklahoma City with a memorial service at OKCWesley and the ordination service at OKC-St. Luke’s.
This year’s special offering will benefit the Oklahoma
Indian Missionary Conference.

The deadline to register online is May 10. Tickets
for cafeteria meals or special event luncheons or
dinners may be purchased during registration. Lodging
options (www.okumc.org/aclodginginformation) must
be booked by May 10 to receive listed pricing.
Delegates are encouraged to download the
Oklahoma UMC App on their devices for easy access
to conference resources. Information and a tutorial
video can be found at www.okumc.org/delegate.

Annual Conference Agenda | Mon-Thurs, May 27-30, 2019
Monday, May 27 (OKC-Wesley)
12:00 pm – Youth at Conference
3:30 pm – Laity “Meet and Greet”
6:00 pm – Pre-worship music, Kyle Dillingham
6:30 pm – Memorial Worship
Tuesday, May 28 (OCU Freede Center)
7:00 am – Registration Open
• Laity–Freede Center
• Clergy–Smith Chapel
7:00 am – Displays set up (Leichter Room, Freede,
2nd floor)
8:00 am – Laity session (Freede)

8:15 am – Clergy Executive Session (Angie Smith
Chapel OCU)
9:15 am – Gathering (Freede)
9:30 am – Opening Communion (Freede)
10:15 am – Business Session Begins
• Safety Announcements
• Enabling Motions
• Consent Calendar
• Episcopal Address, Bishop James Nunn
11:00 am – “Two Hundred Years of Methodists in
Mission,” Rev. Dr. Amy Valdez Barker
11:15 am – Ballot #1, Lay and Clergy – Voting
Instructions/Demonstration/FIRST VOTE
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Agenda, cont.
12:00 pm – Lunch break
• Retiree Luncheon
2:00 pm – Result of Ballot #1
• Laity remain in Freede for remaining ballots
• Clergy move to Chapel: Learning Time with Rev.
Dr. Amy Valdez Barker
4:00 pm – Clergy balloting in Freede; Laity in Chapel
6:00 pm – Dismiss
• United Methodist Women dinner celebrating 150
years of ministry
7:30 pm – Clergy return to complete balloting
(if incomplete)

Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference, David
Wilson
• Growing Leaders and Making Disciples, Camps
and Retreat Ministry, - Herschel Beard
• Reaching New People - New Faith Communities
Ministry Team, Mark Foster
• Helping Local Churches Engage in Mission Mission and Service Ministry Team, Jeannie
Himes
• Laity – Segment 3
• Introduction of Ordinands and Commissioned,
Carol Cook-Moore
4:00 pm – Break for Evening Worship

Wednesday, May 29 (OCU, Freede Center)
7:00 am – Registration open (Freede)
8:00 am – Service of Word and Table (Angie Smith
Chapel)
9:00 am – Business session (Freede)
• General Conference 2019 Report, General
Conference Delegation, Linda Harker
• Growing Leaders and Making Disciples
Segment 1, Chuck Stewart
• The Seven Habits to Successful Aging - UM
Retirement Facilities
• “Celebrating 150 Years of Ministry” - United
Methodist Women
Break
• New People New Places
• What is a Disciple? - Disciple Ministry Team
• Helping Churches Make Disciples - UM
Foundation
• One Matters - Disciple Ministry Team
• Raising up Racial/Ethnic Leaders - Leadership
Development Ministry Team, Adam Shahan
• Transforming Together: Your Mission & Ministry
Giving - Annual Conference Council
12:00 pm – Lunch break – Food trucks available in
south parking lot of Freede Center
1:30 pm – Service of Recognition of Retirees
2:00 am – Business session
• Laity – Segment 2
• Growing Leaders and Making Disciples -

St. Luke’s UMC
6:30 pm – Pre-worship Concert
7:00 pm – Service of Commissioning and Ordination
8:30 pm – Reception (Fellowship Hall)
Thursday, May 30, (OCU, Freede Center)
7:00 am – Registration open
8:00 am – Service of Word and Table - Angie Smith
Chapel
9:00 am – Business session
• Pension Benefit increase for retired clergy with
service prior to 1982
• Health Benefits for retirees
• Health Benefits for active clergy
- Board of Pension and Health Benefits, Charla
Gwartney
• Treasurer’s Report
• Council on Finance and Administration
• 2020 Budget
- Norma Gravley-Quinn, Conference Treasurer,
Robert Gorrell, CF&A
Agenda time to be extended if necessary
11:30 am – Service of celebration and sending forth
(Freede)
12:00 pm – Dismissal
12:00 pm – New 2020 General/Jurisdictional
Conference Delegation meets

Learn more about the 2019 Oklahoma Annual Conference at
www.okumc.org/annual_conference.
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Plan ahead for Native American
Ministries Sunday, May 5
Dear Worship Leader,
Native American
Ministries Sunday celebrates
and supports the 157 Native
American United Methodist
churches that are part of the
denomination. On May 5,
our special offering helps
directly support Native
American congregations
to authentically minister
with their communities and
provides scholarships for
Native American seminary
students.
Did you know that more
than 20,000 Native American
people are part of The United
Methodist Church? Through
gifts shared on this Special
Sunday, United Methodist
Native American seminary
students and congregations
are empowered to develop
new ministries that honor
creative expression of their
culture. They are equipped to form new ministry
partnerships and coalitions, encouraging community
reconciliation and restoration.
Native American Ministries Sunday is just six
weeks away. Now is a great time to gather your
leadership team and begin discussing your strategy for
inviting the congregation to contribute to this special
offering. Does your congregation have members who
are Native Americans? If so, invite them to be part of
planning the worship celebration.
We have prepared worship resources and
information to share with your congregation about the
importance of Native American Ministries Sunday and
to ask them to give generously on May 5.

For ideas about engaging
your church in celebrating
Native American Ministries
Sunday, print and share this
poster.
For worship, social
media and other resources to
prepare for Native American
Ministries Sunday, download
your toolkit here.
If you don’t already have
offering envelopes for Native
American Ministries Sunday,
please order them today.
Through our connection,
we live out our commitment
to repentance, healing
forgiveness and love.
Thank you for reminding
your congregation to give
generously on May 5.

Blessings,
The Rev. Glen Chebon Kernell
Executive Secretary of Native American and
Indigenous Ministries
Global Ministries
www.umcgiving.org/NAMS
Blessings,
Allyson Collinsworth
Executive Director, Loans and Scholarships
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
www.umcgiving.org/NAMS
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T

he Oklahoma Conference Camps
ministry is hiring workers for the
summer season.
OKUMC Camps have three camp sites
across the state: Canyon Camp in Hinton,
Camp Egan in Tahlequah, and Cross Point
in Kingston.
Executive Director Ed Parker said
candidates should have a desire to serve
others, flexibility, grace under pressure,
work well with others, be open to
constructive feedback, not be afraid to work
long hours, and have a sense of humor.
“It’s a perfect opportunity to grow a
person’s faith, minister to others, and also
gain valuable skills–all while serving in a
beautiful environment,” Parker said. “These
are competetive positions. A servant-attitude
is the prime trait we’re looking for; we’ll
train people that are willing to learn.”

Open Camp Positions

OKUMC Camps now hiring summer workers
 OKUMC Camps, Oklahoma City
Camp Registrar. Seasonal full-time, optional
transition to part-time. Full job description here.
Apply to campjobs@okumc.org.
 Cross Point Camp, Kingston
Guest service staff; minimum age 16
Lifeguards; minimum age 19, must be certified
Maintenance service
All positions require background check; most
require valid driver’s license. Contact Jeff Hiller at
crosspointcamp@okumc.org or call 580-564-2505.
 Camp Egan, Tahlequah
Lifeguards
Archery instructors
Housekeeping
Kitchen staff
College student positions with housing
available. Deadline to apply April 15. Email
egancrc@okumc.org or call 918-456-6489.

Mike Edmison, BA ’97, has served in the ministry with the United Methodist Church and worked in
a variety of non-profit settings. Now, as the executive director of Rebuilding Together OKC, he
enjoys combining his passion for strengthening the local community with his heart for service.
“Rebuilding Together is a social service nonprofit, but I feel like it’s a ministry,” Edmison said. “We
minister to the needs of the community so my background in religious studies is a perfect match.”
Rebuilding Together provides home repairs free of charge to low-income seniors who are 55 and
older in Oklahoma City. The organization repairs approximately 250 homes every year. Edmison
said he appreciates the remarkable support of the Oklahoma City community.
“The community is incredibly generous, not just financially, but with volunteer work as well. We are
never short of volunteers and I think that is something really special about Oklahoma City,” he said.
Edmison said his time at Oklahoma City University gave him a broad world view and a drive to
work hard.
“I felt like my professors wanted me to change the world,” he said, “and I carry that with me.”
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El Reno churches partner together for blessing boxes
perishable food and personal hygiene items to El Reno
residents in need. They all have the Blessing Box
he Blessing Box movement has spread to El
slogan, “Take what you need; leave what you can.”
Reno, bringing blessings of non-perishable
Several students in the local school
food to those in need.
district
rely on free or reduced breakfast
El Reno-Wesley installed the city’s
and lunch for their meals, so El Renofirst Blessing Box in July 2018. El RenoWesley wanted the Boxes placed where
Ellison and Indian Fellowship UMC
children could walk to them on days
soon joined in the mission, allowing
when school was cancelled for weather.
for the placement of more boxes. El
All the boxes share the same
Reno-Wesley then reached out to the
distinctive white metal design. They were
local school board and secured locations
built and donated by a local business
for five more boxes, bringing the total
owner and philanthropist. Each Blessing
to eight. A private landowner in a
Box has “sponsors” who routinely check
particularly needy area rounded out
to ensure the boxes are stocked and free
the current nine El Reno Blessing Box
PHOTO BY AMY S. NEATHERY
of trash. Food for the boxes comes from
locations.
multiple sources, including a partnership between El
The idea for the boxes was developed by the El
Reno-Wesley and Feed the Children, local church
Reno-Wesley mission team, Wesley in ACTSion.
donations, and donations from members of the
Pastor Allen Carson, worked with the pastors of the
community.
other churches, but the idea started with the laity.
The Boxes have the same mission: to provide non-

T

BY AMY S. NEATHERY

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY

Spiritual Leadership in Unsettled Times
Offered in partnership with the
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, Gamaliel, and Metro
Organization for Racial and Economic Equity

admiss@spst.edu
913-725-8289

spst.edu
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Seminary’s probation lifted by the
Higher Learning Commission

T

he Higher Learning Commission (HLC)
has changed the Saint Paul School
of Theology’s academic status from
“Accredited – Probation” to “Accredited.”
The seminary was placed on probation in February
2017 when it was determined to be out of compliance
with the HLC’s criteria for accreditation. The decision
for full accreditation went into effect on Feb. 28.
“HLC took this action based on the institution’s
ability to demonstrate it now meets HLC’s Criteria for
Accreditation,” the HLC said in a statement.
“For 60 years, Saint Paul School of Theology has
supplied excellence in theological education, and our
previous challenges have inspired us to strive beyond
excellence,” Saint Paul’s said in a statement. “We
are excited about our future and thank you for your
continued support of the seminary’s mission.”

Saint Paul School of Theology is a seminary of
the United Methodist Church with one mission in
two locations. The Oklahoma campus is located at
Oklahoma City University, and the Kansas campus
is located at the United Methodist Church of the
Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.

2019 NSO Good Samaritan Awards Honorees

J. Don Harris

Family and Cosmetic Dentist
Founder of NSO Dental Clinic

Kim Henry

Executive Director, Sarkeys
Foundation

Bill Junk

President, Oklahoma United
Methodist Foundation

Neighborhood Services Organization is proud to officially announce our 2019 NSO Good Samaritan Awards Honorees.
These three individuals have dedicated their careers to restoring dignity and providing hope to countless individuals
and families. We are grateful for the opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate their dedication and impact,
not only to NSO, but the entire Oklahoma community.
United Way
of Central Oklahoma
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Great Plains response teams bring
hope to flooded Nebraska towns
BY TODD SEIFERT,
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
FOR THE GREAT PLAINS CONFERENCE

I

n small groups, they reentered the church. Tired
and a bit dirty, but with
smiles on their faces, they swapped
stories of ripping down soggy
drywall, pulling up saturated
carpet and hauling out furniture
made extra heavy by materials that
retained water.
They are early response team
(ERT) members of the Great Plains
Conference, people trained to
Members of the Great Plains Conference early response team clear out
swoop in after a natural disaster
soaked drywall and take out mud and trash from a home in North Loup,
to start the earliest stages of the
Nebraska. Photo by Todd Seifert.
recovery process.
Another disaster response veteran, Larry Viterna
Wednesday, March 20, the
from Louisburg United Methodist Church in Kansas,
base they were returning to was North Loup United
traveled 424 miles to help. He started with the early
Methodist Church. On any other weekday, this more
response team because he wanted to help people
than 125-year-old structure positioned on a road
in Joplin, Missouri, a border town devastated by a
through a small town about an hour’s drive northwest
tornado May 22, 2011.
of Grand Island would sit quietly. But on this day its
It was his birthday.
basement bustled with activity as volunteers checked
“I was eating birthday cake and ice cream, and here
in after completing one task to grab a fresh bottle
came the news that Joplin had been hit by a tornado,”
of water before heading out to help another family
he said. “It’s one of those things that sticks with you.”
impacted by floodwaters.
He made seven trips to Joplin to help with cleanup
“We’re called as Christians to get out and help, and
and rebuilding efforts. Since then, he has been
we need to get up and go,” said Robilea Swindell,
dedicated to helping others recover from disasters.
who traveled to central Nebraska from First United
“I do it because I can. As long as I can, I want to
Methodist Church in Lawrence, Kansas.
help,” he said.
Swindell is one of the veterans of the early
The Rev. Hollie Tapley, disaster response
response team in North Loup. She said she and her
coordinator for the conference, said she greatly
husband were weighing options on what to do during
appreciated the ERT members and local residents who
their retirement years when they assisted on a disaster
showed up to help.
response mission trip to Bay St. Louis, Mississippi,
“We’ve made some new friends during our time
after a hurricane.
here,”
she said Thursday.
“We watched around. There was a person who was
Tapley said disaster response is more than just
sort of a site volunteer host,” she said. “We saw what
physical
labor. She said the ERT members recall
he was doing and thought ‘this pulls together three
regularly the passage from Matthew 9:35-36, where
or four of the things we want to do.’ So, we started
Jesus looks upon the downtrodden with compassion.
training to be ready to do that, so when the ERT
training became available, we signed up.”
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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“This is one way to show we are Christians and
that we love people, by serving as the hands and feet
of Christ with people who have been faced with a
disaster,” Tapley said.
While much of the media focus to date has been
on flooding in the eastern part of Nebraska, this rural
region of central Nebraska was hit hard by the heavy
rains and rising waters of the North Loup River and
its surrounding creeks. Frozen ground from the bitter
cold and snow in weeks prior to the rains left the
water nowhere to go but across farm fields and into
people’s homes.
Even after several days with no precipitation,
warmer temperatures and a little sunshine, county
crews Wednesday and Thursday used the buckets
of large excavators to break up huge ice blocks near

A volunteer helps clean destroyed items from a house
in North Loup, Nebraska. Photo by Todd Seifert.

Volunteers from outside the
conference are not needed at
this time. Oklahoman readers
who wish to help can do so by
making a donation to the Great
Plains Conference Disaster
Response Fund.

April 5, 2019

bridges southeast of town. Water sitting on the ground
made farm fields between St. Paul and North Loup
along State Highway 11 look more like lakes suitable
for fishing than ground that should be ready for the
annual planting just days or weeks from now.
The rising waters cut off some roads, and in town,
that water started settling into basements.
“The drywall gets wet, and the insulation behind
it gets wet, and then you get black mold growing,”
Burrell Albee of First United Methodist Church of
Ogallala, Nebraska, said in describing the kind of
damage he assessed in North Loup.
Albee said it’s lucky that the water didn’t get very
deep in this community. As a result, he and others
were able to remove just the bottom four feet of dry
wall and insulation and haul it to the dump. That saves
homeowners money as they try to restore their homes.
The North Loup flood was the first ERT experience
for Albee after retiring from 45 years as a pharmacist.
He said he saw helping after disasters as a way
of putting some of the other skills he had learned
throughout his life to work while showing the love of
Christ.
“I’m pretty handy, so I can build walls, or take out
dry wall, or hang dry wall or paint,” he said.
Jean Carder from Louisburg was another first-time
ERT volunteer in North Loup. She took ERT training
in 2017, and a recent change in jobs allowed for more
flexibility with her schedule. She said her first day
as an ERT volunteer gave her an opportunity to meet
new people while helping others.
It’s an opportunity to show people devastated by a
disaster that they are loved.
“When I’m old and I have a disaster, I hope
somebody comes and helps me,” she said.
Read the full story at www.greatplainsumc.org.

Write a Check

Text to Give

Make check payable to “Great
Plains Conference #975” and
send to:
GPUMC, Disaster Response
PO Box 4837
Topeka, KS 66604

Give by text by sending a
text message with the amount
you want to contribute and
the word “Help” to 785-3333863 (example: 25 Help).
Registration required.
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Judicial Council to rule on
constitutionality of petitions
passed during GC2019

T

he Judicial Council will review both the
Traditional Plan and the disaffiliation
petition passed during the 2019 General
Conference (GC2019) when they hold their next
regular meeting April 23-26 in Evanston, Illinois.
The General Conference referred the Traditional
Plan to the Judicial Council for review after it was
passed by a vote of 438-384. Nine of the original
plan’s 17 petitions were declared unconstitutional
either in part or in whole.
The original disafilliation petition was also declared
unconstitutional because it omitted the annual
conference as the body ratifying a local church vote
to change affiliation (¶33). The Council of Bishops
believes the ammended petition passed during
GC2019 contains the same violation.
GC2019 petitions that are found to be constitutional
will go into automatic effect on Jan 1, 2020.

April 5, 2019

Apportionment readout for first
quarter to be published in May

I

n February, the Contact reported that
Oklahoma Conference apportionment data
would be published beginning in April 2019.
Because the first quarter ends after the April issue’s
publication date, the first readout will be available in
the May issue.
As previously reported, publishing apportionment
data is part of an effort to the improve financial
transparency of the Oklahoma Conference.The
published data will come from the Council on Finance
and Administration, and the total for each church will
be published as a percentage.
Currently, total conference apportionment
payout in 2018 is available for each church as
an online document. Churches are sorted first by
district and then alphabetically by city. View or
download the current readout at www.okumc.org/
ApportionmentPayout.

Nearly $500,000 in scholarships available
for new BSN, MSN students

O

klahoma City University’s Kramer School of Nursing recently received a gift creating “The
Kramer Way” scholarship, which will provide $400,000 for 10 new Bachelor of Science in
Nursing (BSN) students and $90,000 for six new Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) students
over a two-year period starting in fall 2019. The scholarship is named for the school’s commitment to its
core values of caring, kindness and respect.
In addition to helping students earn their first degree, the
school’s BSN program also allows those who have a degree in
another field to earn a BSN in just 18 months.
“The scholarship is critical because many candidates exhaust
their financial assistance while earning their first degree, but this
will allow them the financial ability to become a nurse,” said
Lois Salmeron, dean of the Kramer School of Nursing.
Salmeron also indicated that scholarships for graduate study
are rare, further making this opportunity unique. The school’s
MSN program features distance learning and a low residency
model, which helps nurses living in communities outside of
Oklahoma City to successfully complete their degree.
For more information about the scholarship and enrolling in
Kramer School of Nursing
OCU’s Kramer School of Nursing, visit okcu.edu/nursing.

Mission & Ministry: Office of Mission
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This video uses Adobe Flash Player. Click here to watch on YouTube.

The Contact will feature one of 14 Connectional Opportunity ministries every month.
A full list of OKUMC ministries is available at okumc.org/MissionAndMinistry.

T

he Oklahoma Conference has been
working on formalizing covenant
partnerships in ministry and mission
with FIVE conferences within our Methodist
family: Bolivia, Eastern Mexico, Chile,
Colombia and Ukraine.
Bolivia is our oldest and most extensive
partnership. In a recent ceremony on the
shores of Lake Titicaca, Bolivia, Bishops
Jimmy Nunn and Antonio Huanca renewed our
Covenant Partnership for another four years.
Our newest partnership is with the Chilean
Methodist Church. Bishop Nunn joined
Bishop Jorge Merino in signing our Covenant
in Santiago a few days after the Bolivia
signing, completing the covenant event that
began at our own Annual Conference in 2018.
Colombia is emerging as our next Covenant
partner, but we have already established strong
relationships with them over the past few
years.
The Eastern Mexican Conference is, of

course, the home to our shared work in Rio
Bravo, Manos Juntas Mexico. This ministry
has also long been a part of our shared work,
with countless OKVIM teams over the years
working to make lasting differences in the
lives of folks on the border.
An exciting recent development is a
growing partnership with the United Methodist
student ministry in the city of Lviv, Ukraine.
This partnership will focus on connecting
young people from Oklahoma with their peers
in Lviv, but other opportunities will also exist.
Each of these partnerships will have a
Partnership Coordinator, who will gather a
team around her/him to represent the churches
and groups wanting to be a part of each
Covenant.
The scope of our work in each partnership
will be unique to each setting, responding to
our partners’ requests for engagement. Watch
our website for details of how you and your
church can be involved!

Share about the Office of Mission with your church or discipleship
group. Download the featured video and other free resources at
www.okumc.org/MissionAndMinistry.
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A Taxwise Giving Opportunity
THE IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER
An IRA Charitable Rollover is a very
simple gift to make. If you are 70 1/2
or older, and own a traditional IRA,
please consider this option!
You can make a gift of up to $100,000 from your
IRA to charity this year. Your gift to a nonprofit
organization will:

• help the work of Methodist Causes
• not be included in your taxable income

• satisfy your required minimum distribution for the year
• reduce your taxable income, even if you do
not itemize deductions
• not be subject to the 50% limitation on charitable gifts
An IRA charitable rollover is a very simple
gift to make. Please contact us or your IRA
administrator for assistance in completing
an IRA charitable rollover gift.

We are dedicated to empowering you to
invest your resources to do long-lasting good
in the world. Contact David Battles to begin
a conversation and Invest in Lasting Good.
DBATTLES@OKUMF.ORG | 800-259-6863 | WWW.OKUMF.ORG
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Ministry in a minute

Volunteers at Owasso-First hosted a Vacation Bible
School Training Day on March 2. Participants learned
to make stage decorations (pictured), create “moon
rocks,” and use the rocks for science. Photo submitted
by Ellen Wehn.

Youth at Harrah UMC challenged their church to raise
$1,000 for the new nurse’s cabin at Canyon Camp. They
raised $1,500 and presented a check to Canyon Camp
Director/Manager David Combs on March 17. Photo by
David Archer.

DON’T MISS OUT
BEGIN YOUR EXCITING JOURNEY TO EPWORTH VILLA
WITH A 6-MONTH HEAD START ON US.
There’s never been a better time to move to Epworth Villa. That’s
because we’re offering special incentives on selected apartments—if
you act now. Reserve your apartment by April 30 and pay no monthly
fees for 6 months—it’s like living at Epworth for half a year for free.
Plus, receive up to $2,500 to help you pack and move. To learn more,
contact us soon for best selection. And get a great head start on your
journey to carefree living, great amenities and peace of mind.

Contact us at
(405) 752-1200 or
epworthvilla.org/6months.
14901 N. Pennsylvania Avenue | Oklahoma City, OK 73134
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OKUMC Briefs and Events
Save the Date
Metro Retired Clergy and Spouses Luncheon | April 25
11:30 a.m. | Yukon-First, 400 Elm St. | Cost: $10
Rev. Charla Gwartney, Chair of the Conference Board of Pensions, to speak about changes to the Pension Fund
as a result of action at General Conference 2019.
Native American Ministries Sunday | May 5
Special Sunday offering helps directly support Native American congregations to authentically minister with
their communities and provides scholarships for Native American seminary students.
Download resources at www.umcgiving.org.
ECU Wesley Golf Tournament | Monday, May 6
Oak Hills Golf & Country Club | 519 N Country Club Rd. Ada, OK
$500 per 4 player team, $250 per 2 player team (will be matched to form 4 player team)
Registration at 7 a.m., shotgun start at 8 a.m.
Awards following tournament luncheon.
Sponsorships available before April 26. Contact Janey Wilson at 580-436-3400 or email ecuwesley@gmail.com.

Employment
 Director of Accounting. Oklahoma Conference of
the United Methodist Church, Oklahoma City, fulltime. Full job description here. Contact Kate Scraper
at kscraper@okumc.org.
 Camp Registrar. Oklahoma United Methodist
Camp and Retreat Ministry, Oklahoma City. Seasonal
full-time, with optional transition to part-time. Full
job description here. For questions or to apply, email
campjobs@okumc.org.
 Church Choir Director. OKC-Quail Springs,
part-time (roughly 10 hrs/wk). For details or to apply,
email kris.tate@qsumc.org.
 Project Transformation summer jobs for college
students. Various locations across Oklahoma. $1,800
stipend plus $1,200 education award. Visit
https://projecttransformation.org/Oklahoma for
locations and details.

 Guest service staff. Cross Point Camp, Kingston.
Minimum age 16. Must pass background check;
driver’s license preferred. Contact Jeff Hiller at
580-564-2505 or email crosspointcamp@okumc.org.
 Lifeguards. Cross Point Camp, Kingston.
Minimum age 19. Lifeguard certification, valid
driver’s license, and background check required.
Contact Jeff Hiller at 580-564-2505 or email
crosspointcamp@okumc.org.
 Maintenance Service Help. Cross Point Camp,
Kingston. Driver’s license and background check
required. Contact Jeff Hiller at 580-564-2505 or email
crosspointcamp@okumc.org.
 Various: lifeguards, archery instructors,
housekeeping, kitchen staff. Camp Egan, Tahlequah.
College student positions with housing available.
Apply by April 15. Email egancrc@okumc.org or call
918-456-6489.

Passages
Sara Cope died on March 17 in Ardmore. She was the widow of former pastor and district superintendent
Burney Cope, who died in 2011. A memorial service was held on March 20 at Mannsville UMC.
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Appointments
 Josue Araujo, from associate
to senior pastor at Tulsa-St.
James, effective July 1.
 Angela Bauer, from supply to
part-time local pastor at Calera,
effective March 15.
 Teri Carbaugh, from associate
at Bartlesville-First to leave of
absence, effective Feb. 15.
 Shelly Daigle, from TulsaGrace to personal leave, effective
June 1.
 Kathy Gibson, from associate
at Duncan-First to no longer
clergy, effective June 1.
 Kurt Glassco, from Turley
to Turley/Tulsa-Grace, effective
June 1.
 Jack Kemper, from
Muskogee-First to no longer
clergy, effective March 31.
 Kathryn Leithner, from
sabbatical leave to retirement,
effective June 1.
 David Monk, from Hugo
Paul’s Chapel to discontinued,
effective Jan. 1.
 Scott Rodgers, from Broken
Arrow-Heritage to Elk City,
effective July 1.
 Robert Rose, from LawtonFirst to retirement, effective
May 1.
 Dora Spann, to Pontotoc,
effective March 15.
 David Warden, from
the Holston Conference to
Tuskahoma, effective March 15.
 John Vick, to Edmond-Acts 2,
effective March 1.
 Peter White, from OSU
Wesley Foundation/Tulsa
Centenary to withdrawal,
effective Feb. 14.
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To arrange a drive or get more info, please contact:
Sarah Steffes, VP of Development at Circle of Care,
405-215-1400 or sarah.steffes@circleofcare.org.

ALL SUPPLIES DUE BY JULY 1, 2019 for the 2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR.

Share your event or job opportunity in
the Contact
For consideration, email your listing to
editor@okumc.org
Deadline for the April issue is March 21

